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/Tl HE noble author of the following. 



Letters wais^the only fon and heir of^ 
Cbarles, the fourth earl of Orfery^ by J^jf^ 
Elizaietb Cecily dsiught£r ofjohfi 
Exeter. He was born January 2^ ; iffg^^^\ 
Mx.FenUn^ the author qfjl^i^pf^^jma^ 
one of the coadjutors jpf I^r.^^^^^ ip .the, 
ddyjfey^ ,;whp had b'eeh'^ fecretary to lord, • 
Orrery in llpm^of his campajgns^n\f7^»- 
^j, 'andwho, after beiiiajdi^ijlediflcQm 
that employment m 1705, had been mat- 
ter 'of the frce-fchool at Sevenoak in Kent^ 
was again taken into the earl's family as 
tutor to his fon*. He taught lord Boyle 

* This may ferve to difproye an afiertion inMxv 
Fenton^^ life in Biographia Britannicuy that "the I 
•* earl of Orrtry^ alter difniiffihg him itf 1 705, 
*5 p^ <him juiUy his falary as fecreltaryy ^but\. 
'^tqpkno farther notice of him." Seelliie'Sup-. 
j)lemcnt to that work, p. 50. . , .-.. . . .*^ 

i- »A ' • a to 
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ii P R E F A C 

to read EngUfiy and attended him through 
the Latin tongue from the age of fevoi 
to thirteen :f . «« A conftant and free 
«* friendihip fubfifted ♦ ** between this 
amiable poet and bis noble pupil tUl 
Mr. Fent$n*s death in i yy> ; and his 
lordifaip always fpoke of him, and often 
with tears, as ** one of the worthieft 
«* and modeftelt men that ever adorned 
«* die cotMt of ApoUo^. After palfing 
through f^eJlminfter-iciiOoX^ his l€rd(hip 
waft admitted, as a nobleman,. ziCbrift- 
Cburcbj O^ferd^ to which hfe father had* 
been an honour and an ornament -f-, and 
was afterwards a confiderable bcnrfa€bor. 
One of lord Boytif^ firft poetical effayt 
was in anfwer to fome verfcs by Mrs. 
Rowe on an unfuccefsful attempt to 
draw his pidure, and is as follows : 

No " aiB of wit^'» BO " beaiiteoas grace " I 

boail; 
My charms stt native innocence^ at moft. 

X From his lordihip's own information. 

JtnUis lordihip's own words in a mamiicrlpt 
letter. 

t In particular by kis tranfiatidA of^ the lile of 
Lyfandtr^ frotsk Fiutarck^ and his edition of the 
epiftles of Fbtdaris^ vdiich occafioned his cele* 
lirated controverfy with Dr. J(r«%r 

Alike 



PREFACE. iii 

Alike thy pencil and thy nnmbers charm. 
Glad every eye, and ^my befbm warm. 
Mature in years, if e'er I chance to treadf 
Where vice, triumjphant, rears aloft her hea4» 
£v'n there the paths of virtue FU porfue. 
And own my fik and kind dire^or you || • 

Span after his cooiiog of dge, on A£ff 

5r, 1728, lord Boyle married lady Henrir 

e(fa Hamiltauy youngeft (kughcer of 

George earl of Orkney. This man'iaget 

though entirely approved by lotd Orrery% 

was unhappily the imvce of a ^suniljr 

4iflencion between the two earls*. A diffi* 

cult and delicate fituation for a hulband 

who was tenderly afie^ionate to a moft 

defervii^ wife, and for a fon who had 

the higheft regard and attachment to his 

father ! Such a father and fuch a fon 

could not long be difunited. A reccm^ 

ciliation f^on took place. " They foon,'* 

as Mr. Budgell ezpreifes it *, " ran into 

each other's arms." This happinds, 

however, was but tranfient •, for the un- 

cxpedcd death of the earl of Orrery^ 

which happened Auguft 28, 173I9 pre* 

vented his cancelling, as he had intend* 

II Mrs. Ronxiis works, vol. i. p. 163. 

* In his Memoirs of the Boyk family, p. 259* 

a 2 ed. 



iv PREFACE, 

cd, a claufe in hiis wiH, (having fcnt for 
his Ikwyer with that view) by whicfaihe 
bequeathed to Chrift-Cburcby Oxford^ his 
valuable library, Gonfifting of above ten 
thoufand volumes,, (the Journals df Ac 
Houfe of Lords, andfuch books as related 
to the iEsngiyh hiftory atid conftitution, a- 
lone excepted,) together with a very linei 
coUedion of mathematical inftruments/ 
The fon was allowed thi'ee years to fepa- 
rate the books above mentioned from 
the others. Hi& feelingi and. behavipiir 
on this trjring occafion ^iwinot be fo wel^ 
exprefled as in hi^ own words : " Give 
«* me leave to own (fays he to his fccond^ 
fon, twenty years after) ''howfcnfibly 
«' I felt the force of an arrow direfted. 
** from your grandfathef's hand. The 
" wound, I believe, was not defigned ta 
« be lafting^ It was given in a |«iffion> 
<f and upon an extraordinary occafion : 
'* but afterwards he was fo defirous to 
*^ heal it, by a return of the greateft de- 
" gree of friendfliip and affection, that 
*♦ he had direfted the remaining fear to- 
*^ be entirely erafcd, when his unexpeft- 
*' cd and too fudden death prevented the. 
" completion of his kind intentions, anil 
* ' "the 
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" ' tlie perfefHon of my cure. Wiih dif- 
** ficulcy I furvived the (hock. As it 
i the fe: 
, by my. 
'felf that 
heaven. - 
lu tiiat I 
ful facri- 
exerting 
at firft. 
and had- 
'haps CO 
doubt- 
^ere de-. 
therne in 
len chiU 
3) who is. 
contents 
marbles, 
natural 
:an5, the 
ivouritej 
other a . 
, or the 

*'" 

■ t Sri«»'*» « Swift, puMi/i eihion, p. 314, 
i SecVoii ii, p. 31. oi Litters by ftvtral tminfM 
ftr/au aifvafed. Lend. 1772. 

a 3 Bcfides 



vi PREFACE. 

Beiides this bcqufeft, the carl otQfrtry 
left fevcr^l confiderablc legacies to perr 
fons no way related to him^ though he 
died extremely in debt||. All thefe 
debfs, inftead of fufFering his father*? 
cffefts to be fold, the fop, wit|i true filial 
piety and genefofity, took upon himfclf, 
and fulfilled the bequefts by paying the 
Jicgacies^ and fending |:he booI&, &(, 
within the limitied tinptfs to Chrifi-Churchf 
But deep was the imprefilon which thg 
lofs of a parent, thus aggravated and imr 
bittered, left upon his miqd ; and a fi$; 
of illnefe, which it oceafioned, obliged 
him to repair to Bath. Receiving, while 
he was there, a letter from a friend, with 
fome verfes enclofed, in which he was 
prged to '^ difpell his grief by pOfetry^ 
** and to fhe^r that Bath coulfi infpirp^ 
^ as wdl as Itunhriige^^ having written» 
ibme humorops verfes from thence thp 
year before, he returned the following, 
anfwer : , 

J^OT pai^t HorTunbriJgi^ can my lay$ inYpij^e, . 
Nor radiant beauty make me (hike the lyre : , 

jl So txntrne is the aflertion of Mr. BudgtV^ 
(p. 149.) cdpi^ in MUff^lfia BritoMum, tlpit 
'^ the earl Itft his fon a clear eilatc^ aad a coa^? 
;• deriblc fijnn in ready money." 
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« 

fW from the bnfy crowd, I fit forlorn. 
And figli in fecret, and in filence mourn ; 
Nor can my anguifh ever find an 'end ; 
I weep a fatlier, but I've loft a friend *• 

His private afflidlions, however, did 
not abforb his public duties, or prevent 
liim from taking his feat in the Houfe of 
Lords, as an Engltfl) baron f , the enfuiog 
feflion, and joining in tbedebateona claute 
in the mutiny-bilT. The applaufe which 
he gained by his fpeech on that occafion^ 
is mentioned by Mr. Ford J in a letter 
foDr. Swift \\^ jand glfo by Mr. BudgeU%. 
And his lordfhip, with many other lords, 
recorded his arguments in a proteft, 
dated A&rr>& 7, 1731-2, as he did alfo, 
on the 29th of the fame month, on a 
claufe in the l^ for reviving the duties 
on fait f • 

In 

^ BudgdPi Memoirs, p. 257. 

t Lord"^^fc baron of Marfion in S^tfurfitfinre^ 
% title conferred o^ his father by queen u/«)7^> ^//« 
timber lo, 1711. 

X Appointed j^a^etteer, by Swifi^^ intereft, ia 
17 10. 

^ II Sec S<wifi*z lette^rs^ Deam S^t/}*s edition, vol. 
Si. p. iM. 

$ In his declication of the ^emoirs above men* 
^onedy p. XX. 

f Sp onfxcoijintaUy miiftaken is the Irtfi Pena^B 
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In order to re-edabliih his 'affdtS, 
which were much embarrafled by the 
villainy of his father's agent, lord Orrery 
went over into Ireland in the enfuing 
fummer. The family-feat at Ciarleville 
having, been burnt to the ground, -by a 
|wcty. of: king Jameis arft^,-ini6cji3t*j 
he rciided : pardy with a friihd^at' thai 
place, and partly at Corke. In that city 
tie received another mofl: (evprefhock, by 
. xhe drath of his countels, which hap- 
pened ^«^_/? 22, 1732. " Though (as 
he obfcrves) it pleafed heaven aftcr- 
,'* wards to repair the lofs," in memory 
pf this, amiable lady the following cha- 
raftet appears .in his obfervations on 



•i 



PREFACE U 

A mind that knew no thought ignobl/ mean, » 

A temper fweetly chearful, yet ferenc, 

A bread that glow'd withthofe immortal £res 

Which godlike charity alone infpires ; 

If thefe could lengthen fate*s tremendous doom. 

And fnatch one moment from the gaping tomb^ 

Death had relenting thrown his dart afide, 

^And Harrioty Oh ! my Harriot ^ had not died. 






cc 



Her ladyfliip was interred with her 
anceftors ^t "Taplow m. Bucks. Her ex- 
cellent qualities and virtues were fully 
^ifplayed in a poem on her death by Mr^ 
S. Wejley^ and in the dedication 6f Shake-, 
fjpeare's works, by Mr. Theobald^ to the 
, dated January lo, 1733, *' aa 
offering, to which (he fays) lady Or-^ 
rery did him the honour of making 
an early qlaim j and therefore it comes 
\^ tQ her lord by the melancholy right 
*' of/executorlhip." " Many hints'* 
he alfo prbfefles to have " borrowed 
^' from hearing his patron converfe up- 
<* on Sbake^eare -, " and adds*, *' Your^ 
^'. lordfhip may reafoilably deny the lofs 

'J Both thefe elogiums have been lately trahs-i 
ferredy by miAake, to the countefs of Burlington^ 
to whom the biographer fuppofes that Shake/peare^s^ 
works were dedicated.' See a marginal note^ iiv 
|bc Supplement to JBiographia Britannicay p. ij^l^ \ 
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if • PREFACE. 

** of the jewels, which I have difparaged 
*< in the unartful fetting.** 

Some parfieric verfcs on the death of 
the courttefs, dated Marfton^ Dectmber 1 7, 
1734, were addrefled by his lordfliip to 
Mrs. Rowe || , whom, as it appears from 
her pofthumous letter to him*, he had 
charged with *' a meflagc to his Henri- 
" etia^ when Ihe met her gentle fpirit 
*f in the blifsful regions/* Mrs. Rowe^ 
during the latter part of her life, was 
onfe of lord Orrerfs neareft neighbours 
and mod efteemed friends. And " his 
^* approbation (fhe faid) would be her 
** vanity and boaft, if Ihe could but 
" perfuade herfelf ftie deferved itf," 
The houfe, where fhe was born, belong- 
/cd to him t . After her death, he al- 
ways paffed by it with thp utmoift vcnc^ 

11 See Mrs. Mowers Works, vol, 1. p. 166. 

* Printed in Mrs. Ro^Mf^z life^ prefixed %p htt 
Works, p. xxvi. 

f ^ee a letter from Mrs. Rewt to Mr. Dupeomie^ 
in /LetUrs by fevfrfU eminent ftrfiuf diceafid^ vol, i, 
p. 2og. 

t From his lordfhip's own information: It 
fhbuld feem therefore that Mr. Henry Qro*ve (in 
his Hfe of that lady, jnft mentioned) is miilaken 
ip ftying ** (tie was bom at IkbeJUr** 

2 .ration, 
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ratbn. Lady Orrery left him three in- 
fants, viz. Charles lord Boyle^ bom Ja- 
nuary 27, 1728-9 ; Hamilton^ born Febru- 
ary z^j 1729-30 j and lady EUzabeHf^ 
born ikfey 7, 1731. 

During his lordfliip's refidence in Ire- 
land, his friendlhio commenced with 
Swifij and in confequence, with Pofe. 
His verfes to tie Dean on bis hirtb-day ♦, 
^re dated Dublin, November 30, 1732, 
for which Swift, in a letter (fincc publilh* 
^d) dated January, 1732-3, *'begs" 
the author •« to accept his moft hum- 
^f' ble thanks for the honour done him 
*« by fo excellent a performance on fb 
•* barren a fubjeft/* And in one of his 
letters to Pope, dated Dublin, 1732-3, 
he lays, " We have got my lord Orrery 
^ among us, being forced to continue 
« here on the ill condition of his eftate 
** by the knavery of an agent. He is a 
^ mofk worthy gentleman, Avhom I 
** h&pt you will be accjuainted with f . ^ 
To v4toh Pt?/^ replies, " My lord 
^ Orrery is a moft virtuous ^nd goodr 

• See Swifi^s Works, Faulknerh ejdition, vol. 
^. p. 316. 

I Fof4*9^ Works, vol. x. p« 19811 

f« ngturc4 



xii PREFACE. 

" natured nobleman, whom I (hould be 
** happy to know J •'* 

Pope^s epitaph oh Gay gave bccafion to 
the following epigram by our author : 

Entomb'd with kingf though Ga/s cold afiie| lie, 

A nobler monument thy drains fupply* 

Thy matchlefs mufe, flill faithful to thy friend, 

. By courts unaw'd, his virtues dares command. 
Lamented Gajy forget thy treatment paft, 

' Look down^ and fee thy merit crown'd at lall ! 

* A deftiny more glorious who can hope. 
In life bclbv'd, in death bemoan'd, oy Po^e ^ 

. This being mentioned by Smfi tt> 
PofCy hCi in his anfwer, compares* '^ lord 
Orrery^s praifcs to that precious oint- 
nient Solomcn fpeaks of, which can be 
given only by men of virtue 1| • Mrs; 
"Barier^ an Irijh poetefs, having defired 
Swifi*^ opinion about dedicating her 
poems to his lor<lihip, and feeming 
anxious to know how far ftie might bo 
allowed to draw his character, Swifi ac" 
quainted lord Orrery with h^ diffii:uUie9< 
^t the ffime tinri^ n^eijtioning, with grcsaoD 
addrefs, " the topics* he imagined iho 
" defigned to infift cto," though, for re^^ 

J Pope^% Works, vol. X. p* 203, , } 

ii Ibid. p. 21 If : . : . ' * . . . 

: • fons 
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l^ns of delicacy, he thought " (he would 
*f better Ihew her prudence by omitting 
** them all." This fmall (ketch of his 
lordfhip's charafter, by a hand urtufed 
to panegyric, and never fufpcded of flat- 
tfry, dcferves to be inferted. " I guefe 
(fays he) " the topics (he defigns to ia- 
** fift cp i, your learning, your genius, 
** your affability, generofity, the love 
** you bear to your native country, and 
«^ your compaffion for this ; the good- 
*^. ncfs of your nature, your humility, 
*' modefty, and condefcenfion 5 your 
'* moft ^grpeable converfation, fuited to 
** all tempers, conditions, and under- 
^' (landings : perhaps (he may be fo 
«' weak to add the regularity of your 
•* life •, that you believe a God and pro- 
'* vidence ^ that you are a firm chriftian, 
** according to the doctrine of the church 
<« eftabiilhed in both kingdoms*." This 
letter is dated Auguft 20, 1733. 

His lordfhip, on iiis return to England 
in OSlober foUowing, having now no at- 
tachment to.London^ difpofed of his houfe . 
in Dowmng-ftreety fVefiminfler^ and . alfo 

• Swiff s letters^ vol. v. p. 227. 

'. ' of 
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of his feat at Britwett near Wlndfpr^ and 
retired to his feat at Marfion'^ in Somerjit- 
Jhire. This place hiving been much neg- 
It^d by his anceflors, and being little 
more than the fliell of a large old houfe, 
he amufed himfelf in building offices^ iti 
fitting up and furnifliing aparrnfients, 
and in laying out gardens and other 
plantations. And as ftudy and retire- 
ment were his principal pleafures, his 
father having bequeathed his books to 
Oxford^ he furniSied his library anew 
with the befl: authors. 

In the enfuing fcfllon we find his lord- 
Ihip's name, (with thofe of many other 
peers) affixed to the proteft on rcjefting 
the bill relating to riie officers of the 
army, and on removing rfie duke! of 
BoUon and lord Cobbam from their re- 
Ipeftive regiments ; both dated February 
13, 1733-4; on the bill for regulating 

* Tills feat was bought by the firft earl of 
Corl^e^ of Sir Jokn HippiJUy^ and had formerly 
been part of the eflate of Edmund earl of Com* 
mualL The earl of CQtke left it to his fifth foD» 
B^ger lord Broghill (afterwards earl «f Orr^,) 
who» upon the ruin of the royal family, and the 
death of Charles I. retired thither. See Morrice's 
Mmoirs Bfibtfirjl §aft o/Orttrj. 

the 
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the cle£li(»ts of the S^^tch peers, dated 
March 5, 1733-4; and on the vote ,of 
credit, March 29, 1734. 

This fummer, probably in his way to 
France *» lord Orrery vifited the tomb of 
his anceftors, Roger Beyle^ Elq. and Joan 
his wife, in Prefion church nes^r Feverfiam. 
This monument was erefted to their me- 
mory by their fecond fon, Richard, the 
great earl of Corke, in 1629^ and his 
defcendant, (when that title devolved to 
him) intended, if his life had been pro- 
ioD^d, to have repaired it« 

On thi^ occafion, it may be obferved, 
that the anceftors both of Swift apd his 
biographer were, about the fame time, 
two centuries ago, natives, or inhabitants^ 
of the fame city. The mother of the 
firft earl o^ Corke (above mentioned) 
Jmu^ thedaughtcr of Robert Naykr^ Efq; 
was born at Canterbury in the year 1529, 
was married there tb Mr. Boyle (pf Here- 
fotifhire) in 1564, and their fecond fon 
Richard was bom there in 1566. From 
the year 1569 to 1624 the gregt-great- 

* Ris lord (hip had been twice in the Lffva 
CoUidriis, and in Frdnctt before kis I^ joomey. 
^ce pp. 2 tnd 5 of the following work. 

- grand- 
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grandfether and great-^gr^mtfather of the 
dean of St. fmritk\ were fucctffively 
reftors of ^t. Andfe^Jo^%A{\ the fame citj, 
ahd "both lie buried in the middle of tne 
Hi^ih-ftfeet^ y/hctcSt. Andrew*s church f 
Itteljr. ftobd. The Swifts afterwards 
fettled, and are ftill fettled, in Hereford^ 
Jhire\^ the county from which the 
Boyles originally fprung (] . 

In the next feflion lord Orrery was one 
cf the protefters on difmifiing the petition 
of the Scotch peers, Feb. 2S, 1734-5, on 
the amendments nlade.to the bill for re-^; 
gulacing the quartering of»foktiers during 
the time of eleftions, April 1 6, and onitf-: 
jeding the bill for explaining and amend- 
ing the \Scotch'\ aft for preventing wrong- ' 
ous imprifonment, A&yg, 1735. 

He ' was in Ireland again that fum- 
mer*, iaind " to ihew the condition of 

t Tal^n down, by a£l of parliament, to en- 
large the ftreet, in the year 1764. 

X Mr. Thomas S-'wift (grandfather. of the.deao) 
vicar oiGoql^icfji had a fmalj ellatein that^cOim-^* 
ty, ftill poflefTed by his great-grandfoni, Deane^ 
Shifty Efq. . ' - n ^ ^ * - V' ^ * - ' \ • - 

U ^te Biogfapb, Britfnnf\\o\^ ii^p.^88g^ n9^r4> 
* See a whimfical letter, frop ;his;i9rdfl$|>^^ 

Smjjftt dsited LimericA, July i8, 17J5, in\5w/?'s 

letters, vol. vi. p. 17. 

" that 
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^* that kingdom in thofe blefled dme^/' 
Swift ^ writing to Pope under his lordfliip's 
cover, mentions that '^ lord Orrery has 

3>ooo£. a year about Corke^ and the 

neighbourhood, and has more thaa 
** three years rent unpaid f •** 

On the death of his amiable relation^ 
that moft promifing youth, Edmund duke 
of Buckingham J (which happened at Romei 
OSober 31, 17359) he paid to his memo« 
ry the juft tribute of an elegiac poem J . 
In the winter of 1735, the duke of Dor^ 
fet being then lord lieutenant of Ireland^ 
the earl of Orrery^ it appears, *• was 
** moft extremely obliging to him for" 
^^ the wholeTefiion, and negle£ked no op* 
^< portunity to endeavour to make hit 
•* adminiftration eafy || /' 

In Jprilj 1737, IotcI Orrery (then at- 
Corke) carneftly preflcd Dr. Swift to ac- 
company him to England : *^ In the mid- 
^ die of June (fays he) I wifl hope to' 
** fet fail with you, He^ctr will fawn 
** upon you; Mr^ Pope will come 

t P0f€^% works, vol. X. p. ^jt. 
J Pnnted for Bnndltyt 1737. 
11. See a letter from l^y Bttty Q$rMain€ to Dr^ 
Shifty in Swiff t letters, vol. iii. p* i86v 

b *«out 
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<• out beyond the fhore co meet faor^ 
«* you will exchange Cychps fot men»*^ 
&^. But in vain : Swifi never ikw Mar*- 
Jhn ; his lafl vifit to England wito itt 
1727. 

P^j)^ being at that time very aflxiolis, 
about his letters, his lordlbip took Siver 
with him all that Swifi^ had preferved [or 
Gould find} which were not above twen- 
ty-five. " Pray, (fays the dean, in one of 
** his laft letters to Pope) let my lord 
** Orrery fee you often : next to yoUrielf». 
" I love no man fo well :j;.** 

About this time, that his fons might 
be educated under his own eye, andilfo 
have the- benefit of attending fVeftmlnfter 
fchool, he took a fmall houfe in Duke* 
fireet^ Weftminjler. 

After being a widower fix years> lord 

X P$fi$^ works, vol. X. p. 26^4 To ftiew kow/ 
mQch the dciui'5 meiaorx was at that dme}Mt^ 
paired, in this letter, which is dated Ju^ 25^. 
1737, he fays, ** Lord Orrery goes ovcr^ as he- 
^ hopes, in about ten days, and mil take with. 
•• him all the letters, Wr." Though among 
Snjupft*8 letters, (vol. vi. p. 140.) is one from lord 
Orrery to the dean, dated from Lemhni the fane 
day, in£»riinDg him that ** Mr. Pofe has hi^ 
^ ktter»»'» 

y * Orrery, 
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Orrery married in Ireland^ June^o^ ^7iK 
Mrs. Margaret Hamilton^ only dau^ter 
and heirefs of John Hamlton^ £fq. of 
CaledM in the county of Tyrone^ grand* 
daughter of Dr. Dopping^ bi(hop of 
Meatb^ and niece of Dr. Dapping^ bi-* 
fhop of Ojfory. In a letter to thi$ lady^ 
on her intended nuptials, dated June S, 
Swift^ after pretending a prior claim, 
*' as (he had made fo many advances 
^< to him, and confefled herfelf to be 
«* nobody*^ ^ddefs but his,** archly 
waves it, and politely " permits lord 
" Orrery to make himfelf the hap-- 
^ pieit man in the world; as I knov^ 
^^ not (he adds) any lady in this king^ 
^' dom of fo good fenfe, or {o many ac«- 
«• complifbments.'' The lame character 
he alfo gives her in his laft (printed) let« 
ter to Pifpe. And lord Orrery^ in a letto-^ 
writGen the day before his marriage, hu- 
moroufly triumphs over his rival, " on 
feeing the day when toupets, coxcomi- 
cal lords, pxmdered 'fquires, and awk« 
ward beaux join with the dean of St. 
" Patrick^s in the lol's of one and the 
" fame objea." 
In the fucc^eding feflion of the Britifl) 

ba par- 
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parliament his lordfliip was one of tht 
peers who figned two protefts rclatirig t0 
the Spanijh convention, the one dated 
March 1^ 1738-9, the other 7«»r4, 1739. 

In the fame year he publiflied a new 
edition, in two volwncs odtaro, of the 
Dramatic works of his great-grandfather 
Roger the firft earl of Orrery^ In the ^ 
cond volume \^as printed, for the firft 
time, a comedy by his father, called As 
you find 1/,^ which had been afted with 
great applaufe, and whofe *' only fault,*' 
Mr. Budgell fays, ** was its having too 
*• much wit." 

The State-Iettjcrs of the firft earl were 
alfo publiifaed by his defcendant, in one 
volume folio, in 1 742. In this year lord 
Orrery was deprived of his old dramatic 
friend ^om Southerner the laft. furviving 
wit of Charles lYs reign, the evening of 
whofe days had been cheared and en- 
livened by the notice of our author. On 
Afijy 25, 1742, his lordfliip (with othar 
peers) figned a proteft on rejefting the 
indemnifying bill ; as he did alfb^ Jamh- 
ary 31, 1743-4^ in relation to the Hanth 
ver troops. 

Lord Orrery was prefciited to the ho- 
norary 
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)^egrct of dodtor of civil law, by 
^iqiv^r^ty of Oxford^ Juguft 25; 
i^j^f . Hcj was alfo a fellow of the 
5p}fifilulbciety* In 1 74^, lord Boyle being 
idov^d ^t Oxford *, and Mr. 5^/^ in the 
col^e ^ PTeJimin/ler^ their father quitted 
Lifndanj and fixed his refidence at CaU^ 
4p^ \xk Ireland. The niafterly manner in 
]iflik;h Mr- jB<?yi^ a^ed the part of Jg^ 
-fffr^m^ (the reverie of his real char 
ra<%^r) and fpoke the epilogue f, in 
Jtfce ^nrnntory at Wefiminfier^ in Decern^ 
her J 1 T\T^ did great credit to his genius^ 
P long be remembered by his 
^^ contemporaries. For want 
^ J^ghl^ ^(Sbor$, that play has not beea 
|)5^^rfljed fincc. 
p^.TjTjli^jfecqnd volume of Bicgrapjbia Bri^ 
l^«m^<^,!|^ng publiAied in 1748, lord 
i^^%y. thA^ked Dn CampbeU^^'^ \n the 
|j\^aiij^.c|,ay th,e Boytes^ for the honour 
^^ f^^ij^aonpto theip, ^nd t0 his own 

'^Ai^^<^ ^y pl-^cipg the family in 
f-^lv;^l^t as to give a fpint of 

• "^^ifes tefdfttip was adnutted of St. Mary Ha^ 
il/tfy 23, 1745. 

t Snijtl^ e^idgQC in the Gentleman^ Magazine 

b I " emula* 




cc 



Mil PREFACE* 

<« emulation to thofe who were herc- 
♦« after to inherit the titles f ^ *' If 
equal jufticc had been done to him, if 
the fame hand had compiled his article 
in the Supplement to that work, the 
prefent attempt would have been fuper* 
fluous. 

His lordftiip refided in Ireland j with 
little intermiffion, . till the year 1 750,' 
happy in that domeftic tranquillity, 
<* that " ftudious *' retirement and inac- 
** tivity, from which he was fcarcc ever 
« drawn, but with the utmoft rcluft^ 
** ance*/* Indeed (to adopt his own 
*' words) whenever we ftep out of do- 
*' meftic life in fearch of felicity, we 
«< come back again difappointcd, tired, 
•' and chagrined. One day pafied under 
<' our own roof, with our friends arid 
*' our family, is worth a thoufand in 
<* any other place. The noife and buf- 
*♦ tie, or as they are foolifhly called, 
«« the diverfions of life, are defpicablc 
•* and taftclefs when we have once ex^ 

f His lordihip's own words in 4 nanufcript 
letter. 

• Effay on the life of P//>pr, p, htxiii. 

3 !* perienced 
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« petiehcod the real deKght of a fiic- 
^ fide ^'' 

In Mareh^ ^750, his lordfliip's cldeft 
^daughter, lady Elizabeib Boyky was 
married to Thomas Worjley^ Eiq; (after* 
wards Sir "Thomas Worjlej^ Bart.) of File- 
^wellj Hants f . 

During his refidence in Ireland, his 
4eifure was employed in laying out gar^ 
4lens and plantations, improving the fine 
fituation of Caledon, ^and adorning what 
he then thought would be the future re- 
iidence of his youngeft fon Edmund: 
And at his return to Marftony he conti- 
4iued his alterations and improvements 
in the houfe and gardens there, fcN* 
'which many of the plans were defigned 
by lord B^le, who had a tafte for archi* 
ledture. Mean time the amufement of 
his winter-evenings :j: was his tranflation 
of the Letters of Fliny the younger, 
with Obfervations on each Letter^ and an 
Effay on Pliny's /(/>, addrejfed to Charles 

* His lonl{hl{>'s own words in a manufcript 
letter. 

t Her ladyihip is now a )yidow. Her fon, Sir 
Jikhardi is die prefent baronet. 

% See liis Eifay on the life otPlinjf p. Ixxiii. 

b 4 lord, 
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krd Boyle, The EITay i$ dated Lfiicef^ ^ 
ter-Fields^ January 27, 1 750-1. Tlus. 
]tran(lationy which was publilhed In Lon- 
^oftf in two volumes quarto, in Affrily 
lygU was fp well received by the pub- 
lic, that three editions of it have fince 
been publilhed in odavo. In the fum* 
xner of the fame year he addrefled to his 
iecond (on^ HamiUop (then a ftudent olt 
Cbrift'Cburcb *) a feries of Letters con- 
taining Remarks on the Life and Writings 
of Dr. Jonatlian Swift, I)ean of St^ Pa* 
trick's, Dublin ; under which title they 
were publilhed, in odavo, 1752. Four 
editions of this work have been prmte$I 
£nce. 

In Jugffftj 1752, Hmyf^ fince well 
knowt> to the world as the huiband and 
correlpondent of Frances f^ being at 
Cakdon^ where lady Orrery then reMed, 

« He was matriciilated, June 14, 1748^ was ad- 
mittied ftpdent of diat college in Decemler follow- 
inc;, proceeded regularly to the decree of UL B. 
t^y 1 5» 1755* was created LL.D. d/ diploma in 
%lPl* (wheA h^ was appointed High-Steward of 
the univerfityO ^nd continued Undent of Cbrifi 
(Ihurcb (on a faculty) till his death in 1764. 

t Mn RUhard and Mrs. EUxaietk Grifiilu 
w^icJi alfo was hejr family name. 

juftly 
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juftly charaderiied her ladyfhip in the 
following manner : *^ Her aflfability and 
^ unaffected manners, not le6 than her 
^y food, which is little more than bread 
^ and pulfe, milk and water, would be* 
^ fit a cabbtn; while her tafte, fpirit, 
^ and politene& might become a pa- 
<t lace *.'* And Frances^ in one erf her 
letters, as juftly fays, " Dignity with- 
^ out pride, good-humour without fol* 
^* ly, wit without fatire, charity Mrithout 
^ oftentatton, and philoibphy with the 
^ extremeft quicknefs of underftanding 
M and tcndernefs of heart, are all joined 
^^ in the amiable compofition of that 
^ unaffeAediy good woman:};.** 

On A£ay 4, 17539 a marriage took 
place^between lord Boyle and Mifs Sufanna 
fioarey eldeit daughter of Henry Hoare^ 
JElq; of Stourbead in ff^ilts. 

NoHtiam primofque gradus vicinia fecit \ 
tempore crevit amor. 

In December following, by the death 
of the Britijh Vitruvius^ Richard the 

• Letters from Henry to Frances, voU ii» p^ 174. 
^Jbid. vol. i. p. 2l6. 

a third 
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third etrl of BurUngtm and £rarth eail 
of Corke^ without tflbe male, all his Iri/b 
titles cfcvolvcd to the earl of Omry^. 
His Englifib honours were extind ^. . 

To the periodical publication called 
4bffVarld^ undertaken aibout this time 
hy Mr. Ab9r€ (that bow of Ul^is^ ift 
Which it was the fafhion for men of rank 
and genius to try their ftrength) our 
^author contribute three papers, vit. 
N^.47, 68, and i6i. Two papers iti 
the fame colledion, tdx. N^. 60 and 1 7O9 
were written by Mr. Boyk. And in the 
lad number of the Cmnoijfeur^ a work of 
equal merit, publifhed by Meflrs. Tbcm- 
Un and Colman^ G. K. (which was his 
lordfliip's fignature) is partidularly dif- 

* Thefe two earls were tkivd o(Mlfii»8» ikbMr^U 
.'the firil earl of BurUngteu^ being the fecond fbo^ 
and Roger J the firft carl kA Orrery, the fifth fon, dT 
the great earl of Corke. The two intermediate 
brothers died without iffuc. 

X Unlcfs the barony oi Clifford be excepted, 
which, being a barony in fee, is foppofed to have 
^cfcended to the earl's (then) only furviving 
daughter, the late marchionefs of Hartingtofr, aitd 
as fuch to be now veiled in her fon, the prefent 
duke of Devofifiire. 

tinguifhed 
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tinguiflied as their << earlieft and mod 
" frequent correfpondcnt ; ** and •* wc 
** are forry (they add) that he will not 
** allow us to mention his name ; fince 
^* it would refieft as much credit on our 
^ work, as we are fure will redound 
^ to it from his compofitions. •* To 
this work he contributed the greateft. 
part of nine numbers. Thefe papei^ 
are chiefly of the humorous kind ; and 
for humour^ innocent humour, no one 
had a truer tafte or better talent. 

On September 20, 1754, the earl and 
countefs of Corke^ and their daughter, 
lady Lu(y Bcyle^ fat out on the journey 
which occafioned the following letters i 
of which therefore it is necdtefs to fay 
more than that, during his refidence at 
Florence^ he had an opportunity of pre- 
fenting to the Academy della Crufca his 
friend Mr. Johnfon\ Englijh Didionary, 
{then juft publiribed,) which was received 
with due regard by that learned body, 
though the gout, his inveterate enemy, 
introduced by a fevere winter f , over- 
took 

t Lord C»rh kept a diary of the weather, and 
** the account from Decembtr to the middle of 
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took him evea in lie^ .and .pre^i^tQii, 
him fcqm attflpding rfx exprcifes pf t|ic 
Academy; J tliat he -tcfided in.thas,./?^ 
and its neighbourhood, , with gonpru 
elteem, converfing freely with bpolu 
and men, and from both^.^Sifted by.ma- 
nufcripts, coUcfting materials for a fl^, 
/pry of Tufcany (of which feme mention 
is made in the ifollowing work *) from 
OSober 23» 1 754, to Siptemker ao, 1 755, 
and that, returning to England through 
Germany and part of Holland^ hoftiliti^ 
having juft commenced with,iv-«»tff, he 
arrived at Marjton'ia. .Niaww^tfr following. 

On 1 
in Mar 
himfclf 
" bilhc 
" not, 
" Hon 
" nam* 
*' and 
" fore 

" Maj (he Taid) wu unaKiBg. TIm ivM oC'Stalx 
" i* qniverlidly acknowledged ; io oa^t. tbe 
" cold to be. The no certainty oF the weather 
** was Hill more furprifine than the cold: we 
<• had'idl-kiDdtoficjdbdlutaday." . -' ■■-' 

'"*'■'"■ Thf 
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The fitu^tion of public affairs at that 
tfi^elpclng fach as required, in our na- 
ddftal'trouncn^, tJic wmoft exertion of 
ipriiSbAi and integrity, his lordfhip was. 
urgtd, by one of his friends, to exchange 
his retirement for a more public fcene, 
in an ode, of which the following is the 
conclufion : 

To Lmwrefttnun^^ grores rctir'd, 

Yoar Pliwf fled from care. 
Yet,, when his country's voice re^uir'd* 
He.fiU'd the confal's chair. 
'Then, like that conAil, lend yotir aid ' 

To prop oar tott'ring walk, 
.For Rome demands you from th0 Ihade, 
And hoary Ner<ba calls, 

Dn Swift\ Hiftory of the four laji years 
of queen Anne (mentioned in the Remarks 
on Swift, Letter XXIV.) being publiftn 
cd in the year 1758, lord C^r;t^ defired 
his friends to contradidt the report of 
his conienting to give the public fo per- 
nicious a piece. ** The more it is ex- 
** amined (faid he) the lefs it will an- 
** fwer the end either of the author or 
•* of the publiflier." 

In that year his lordfhip fuftained the 
levercft domeftic affliftion that could be- 
fall him> by the death of his excellent 

lady. 
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lady, Margaret counte(s of Corke and Or-^ 
rery^ who died, after a fliort illncfs, in 
Great Marlbarougb-ftreet^ London^ No^ 
vernier 24. This fhock, however, he 
fupported like a man, like a chiiftian, 
and widi refignation again ^^ fubmitted 
•* to the will of heaven." Her ladyihip 
^left iffue, Edmund f^ born Nowmier 21, 
1742, and lady Lucy^^ born Mi^ 27, 
1744. 

Still, like Plinyj " taking refiigc in 
«« his ftudies as the only retreat from 
*« grief," lord Corke publifhed, in the 
beginning oi the year 4759, in one vo- 
lume oftavo. Memoirs of the Life of Ro- 

f So named, from his amiable relation, Edmund 
cloke of Buckingham before mentioned. On th# 
death of his brother, Hamilton earl of C^rii, &c. 
in Jamuuy, 1764, he fucceedcd to the titjesof 
Ikis family, and is the feventh earl of Corke and 
Orrery. His lordfliip married, Auguft 25, 1764, 
Mifs Anne Courtenay^ one of the daughters and co* 
heirefies of K$lUnd Courtenay^ Efq; knight of tk« 
Ihire for the county of Huntingdon^ and niece to 
ikittziXof Sandwich. Their iiTae are \2Ay Lucy 
t^abella^hoTTiAuguft 10, 1766, J?<//»«Wlord vifcount 
Dungar^uan^ born OSlober 21, 1767, Courtenayp 
born Septemher 3, 1769, and Hamiltott, bera Sef* 
timber 23, 1770. 
X Married, J ulf 10, 1765, to Gt^rgi lo»d vit 
COnnt Torrington^ 

berr 
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h&it CwTfy earl $f Mbninoudi; from an^ 
ori^nal manufcript prefcnted to him by 
rmation: H y iintK a pre&ce, and ex]dar. 
taxoTf notes. A fecond edidon of it 
was ptd>Uflied in 1760. Prefixed is a 
fiiort but tender dedication to his young- 
eft fon, ** though laft, not Icaft in love,** 
dated Marlbormgh-firecU Janumy ij^ 
1 759, aftd figncd **^ Now, alas ! your only 
" parent." There is alfo, as a frontifpiecr^ 
•* the royal pcoceffion of queen Eliza-- 
•* bsib to vifit her coufin^german Henry 
•* iwd HrnifdoHy governor of Berwick^^ 
fSigraTcd from an -old painting by Marc 
Gm^rardj mentioned by Mr. Walpole\ 
find others. 

In September following, his lordfhip 
iKftd alfo the misfortune to lofe his ekiei^ 
fi)n, Charles lord vifcoiint Dungarvan^ 
and though, by the declining ftate of 
health under which he had long labour-^ 
ed, his family and friends were prepared 
for the ftrpke, yet (as his father has ob* 
ferved, on a .fimilar occafion f ) " nature 

Lady EHzahetb Spebnan, daughter to tbe earl< 

QfMuUiUton. 

• Anecdotes of paicting, vol. i, p. 143, 

t The death of FundannsS daughter. Pkny^ 

B.V. £p. i6. * ^ 
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*« is rcvulfcd, when a chilij is buried hf 
•* a parent*.'* 

The earl furvived this lo$ about three 
years, dividing his time between his 
houfe in Great George-ftreeS^ Weftminfter^ 
and his feat in Somerfit/bire; till an Ii^re>' 
ditary gout :j: , which all his temperance 
could only parry, not fubdue, put an 
early period to his earthly exiftence at 
Marfton-houfe^ November i6, 1762, in 
the 56th year of his age, the fame age at 
which his father died||. His remains 
were depofited, near thofc of his fecond 
lady, in the burial-place of Jiis family in 
Frome church. 

* Lord Dungarvan left iflue, one daughter^ the 
Honourable Henrittta Baylt^ bom in 1755* His 
reli^ lady DungaruoH^ was married to Tbomof 
lord Bruce^ Feb. 17, 176 1. 

X See the following work, p. 177. His mat* 
grandfather, the firft earl of Ortnyrt who died in 
1679, was affli6led wiUi the fame diibrder. See 
Biograpb, Britann. vol. ii. pp. 904 and 909. 

II Necejfe eft tanquam immaturam mortem ejus d^ 
fleam r Ji tamen fas eft aui flere^ out owmino mortem 
^ocarey qua mortalitas magis finita quam <vita eft* 
Flin. Lib. ii. £/>.!. '* I muil look upon his 
'' death as Qntimely, and I weep for him : yet \ 
" ought not to fay, he is dead.; he only bre^s 
*< loofe from life; and ruflies into immortality." 
Lord Corke*ttranftatioft. 

HiV 
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His lordfliip was fucceeded in his tides 
and eftates by his fccon^ .ion, HamiU^n 
(then) lord vifcount Dungarvan^ and one 
of the rcprjefentativcs in the Britifi par- 
liament for the borough of JVarwick ^. ^ 

The charader of John earl of Carki^ 
ts a writer and as a man, majr partly be 
coUe&ed from his own works, and partly 
from the tcftimonics which have been 
given of him by fome of the moft diftin- 
guilhed among his contemporaries. I 
ihall only beg leave to add, that, in every 
domeilic and focial relation, in all the 
endearing connexions of life, as a huf- 
band, a father, a .friend, a mafter, he 
had few equals. The luftre which he 
received from rank and title, and from 
the pergonal merit of his family, he re- 
flefted back, unimpaired and undiminilh- 
ed, and though *' the ploft of honour " 
which he chofe and preferred was " a 

• This noWe carl did not long furvivc his fa- 
ther. He was appointed High-fteward oi the uni- 
verfity of Oxford by the carl of Litchfield^ the 
chancellor, in 1763, and dying at Marfton-bouft^ 
unmarried, January 17, 1764, his titles and 
cHates devolved to his half-brother, Edmund^ tl¥? 
jxrefcnt earl, as mentioned in a former note. 

c private 
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*« private ftatioH,*' though he was nei- 
ther a ftatefman nor a foldier, like the 
firft lord Corke, the firft lord Orrery^ and 
his own father, the rival of PalladiOj like 
the late lord Burlington^ or the rival of 
Bacon^ like Mr. Robert Boyle^ yet in a 
gener^tafte for literature, or, as they arc 
comnrionly called, polite ftudies, he was 
by no means inferior to his anceftors* 
Being much in the great world at the 
beginning of his life, he defpiled and 
detefted it when he arrived at years of 
♦' reflection. His conftitution was nc- 
** ver ftrong, and he was very thankful 
^^ that it was not fo; as his health was a 
*^ true and no very irkfome excufe to 
*' avoid thofc fcencs, by which his body 
*^ would have been hurt, and his mind 
** offended. He loved truth even to a 
** degree of adoration. He was a real 
** chriftian ;" and, as fuch, " conftantly 
** hoped for a better life, there trufting 
*• to know the real caufes of thofe er- 
" fefts, which here ftruck him witfi 
*» wonder, but not with doubt f ." On 

, t His lordihip's own words ifi fcvcjra] privaje 
letters. 

the 
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the whole, it may be eafy to trace^ 
in feyeral inftances, a ftriking refem* 
blance between him and his favourite 
Roman. Though they both had feats in 
the fenates of their relpeftivc countries, 
the one, by his employments, being a 
ma^iftrate and a judge, and the other, 
by birth, a judge and a legiflator, yet in 
privacy and retirement, at Tufculum and 
MarftoHy among their families, their 
books, and their friends, they palled 
their happieft hours. Irreproachable 
were their morals; for tenijperance, 
in particular, and fweetnefs or nature, 
they were both diftinguifli^d. The 
early impreffion which was made on 
the mind' of the nephew, by his un- 
cle's cataftrophe at VefuvtuSy could not 
exceed the Ihock which the fon received 
from his father's will. Fond as they 
both were of rural eafe, for rural fports 
they had neither inclination nor leifure. 
In conjugal love they were both twice 
happy. Great as were the tafte, the 
judgment, the virtue and aflFe&ion of 
Calpumia^ the late countefs of Corke was 
in every refped: her equal. ** PUttf 
*< treated his domeftics as his friends, and 

c 2 ^^ lamented 
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<« lamented their deaths as if he hid 
« been their parent J." No lefs eji- 
cmplary as a mafter was the carl of 
Corke •, and even his domcftics of die- 
brute creation had their labours reward- 
ed with tendernefs, and their lives pro-. 
• longed by attention || . For poetry, thou^ 
none of P//>r/s verfes ^rc ttanfinitted to^ 
us, they both had a talent. In familiar 
epiftles they both excelled. ^' Pliny ^ in 
** fome of' his letters, is an hiftoricd 
** writer*;" he had been advifed by 
many of his friends to write a hiflory; 
and, according to Cqffiodorus^ he put the 
advice into execution f . Hiftorical alfo 
arc many of the following letters, and if 
time had permitted the author to com- 
plete a work there mentioned, he would- 
have been ranked by pofterity amoi^ 
the bed hiftorians of Florence. To ^ 
taftc for literatu^y and a thtfft for know*^ 

I Obiervations on Pliny ^ B. vii«»£p. i6. 

1) In particular, a favourite horfe, whofe life 
was prolonged to die ancbmmon age of 54,- and 
a favourite greyhound, who lived to the age of 
14, have monumental infcriptions to their memo^ 
ry in the gardens at Marfitn, 

• Obfervations on PltTtyi B. iiii'Ep. 9. 

t Effay oa the Itfc of Fifny^ p, Xxxiu 

ledge. 
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ledge^ both the Roman and the Briton 
had, as it were, a kind of hereditary 
right ; in particular, Plittf the elder has 
been compared, as a philofopher, by 
lord Corke himfelf, to his own great rela* 
tion Mr. Robert Beyle ^. Equally happy 
Were the conful and the peer in their 
private frieiidlhips. What yirria and 
Fannia were to the one, Mrs. Rdwe^ the 
Britijb Pbilomelay was to the other. If 
Plif^ had his Martial^ lord Orrery had 
his SoUtbeme. And, to complete the 
t)arallel, as Suetonius and Tacitus^ the 
two beft writers that Rome thtn pro* 
duced, were the friends and correfpon- 
dents of Pliny ^ his tranflator was no lefs 
fortunate in the fricndfliip and corre* 
(pohdence of Swift and Pope. 

This fmall tribute to the merit cJf a 
mofl: amiable nobleman is jpaid by one 
who knew and efteemed his talents and 
his virtues, and will religioufly cheriih 
hii memory and his fame. 

Ctrifi Churcb, Canterluty, 

Jan, *i, 1773. J- DUNCOMBB. 

t Obfermions on JP%, B«?i»Ep. 16. 
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LETTER L 

tjoHt^ October 2d, xyjf* 

SIR, 

IMuft refer you to your maps, if you 
wUl read this letter, and in my future 
letters I ftiall probably talk to you of 
roads and hills that are not to be found 
upon record, unlefs taken notice of in 
one of the vaft volumes of Atlajfes. If 
you are wearied in the journey, it is your 
own fault: remember you were pofi- 
tively refolved upon a correlpondence 
with one of the Appennigma. Your foa 
is young, and can undauntedly climb 
even to the top of Parnajfus. Pray take 

B him 



3 LETTER!. 

-fcim with you, if you ftill hold your rc-» 
iblution of foUowing^ me into Italy. 

I had fo often beheld the gaieties of 
TariSy and they had made fo fmall an 
impreflion on my heart, that; I had no 
defire to fee them again* We therefore 
immediately ftruck out of the Paris 
road, and pafling from Calais through 
Artois , into French Flanders^ we refted 
ourfelves at Lijle. The town of UJle 
has nothing in it remarkably curious. 
The great fquare (La Place) is yery 
kandfome and very large ; however, 
not equal in fize to LincohCs-Inn-Fidds. 
Their houfes arc of ftone, fix or fcvcn 
ilories high, built entirely in the French 
manner, which, by want , of ^iJl kind of 
proportion, by windows: filled with fmall 
panes of thick, yellow, muddy glafs, by 
9n aukward fort of ornament,^ like and 
very unlike a pediment on the top^ have a 
difagreeable appear^UKe to an Englijb eye. 
The people thcmfdves fecm to poficfe a 
liappy mixture between the excefe of 

, French 
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French gaiety^ and the forbidding referve^ 
^f EngUJh Ibyncfs. The men are genteel 
and well bred, the women modeft and 
lively; but the men, as throughout 
France^ are generally very ^thin, and the 
women exccffively fat. 

I had been twice before in the Pais bas^ 
and was ftruck with reverence a third 
time by the fight of archbifhop Fenelon^z 
monument at Cambray. It is modeftyplain, 
and a proper emblem of his character. It 
is placed in the cathedral, which is large 
and extremely dark, fo dark that I could 
not read monfieur de Fenelon^s epitaph ; 
but his bull, of white marble, carries in 
it a great refemblance of thofe prints and 
pidures which I have fccn of him, Hu- 
^^i^y» goodnefs, and religion, appear 
very ftrong charaderiftics in his counte- 
nance. 

Over againft the cathedral is another 

church, built within thefe ten years, and 

dedicated to St. Hubert^ the patron of 

hunting: his bones are, or are fuppofed to 

' B 2 be. 
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be, inclofed within a very rich (hrine un- 
der the high altar. The edifice itfelf is 
in the true ftyle of Roman architefture. 
The pillars are of a beautiful white free- 
ftone. The floor is of marble. The church 
is light, airy, and chearful. It joins to a 
very rich abbey. Every fpot belonging 
to, it appears opulent and profperoua, 
while the cathedrallooks gloomy, defo- 
late, and ruinous. Archbifliop Fenelon's 
memory is ftill held in the higheft vene- 
ration. The prefent archbifhop is fpo- 
ken of flightly, and with a degree of dit 
refpedt, if not of contempt. He lives en- 
tirely at Paris, and feldom vifits his fee. 

I muft now carry you out of Flanders^ 
through a part of Picardyj and a corner 
of the itie of France (Laon) to Rbeimsm 
Champagne. The cathedral of Rheims is 
a pile of Gothic architcfture, almoft twice 
as large as St. Peter's at fFeJiminfler. Mr. 
Jddifon ^udidouily obferves, that ^« if the 
*« barbarous buildings had been executed 
t' in a true and juft ftyle, they would 

^ havfl 
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•« have appeared as miracles of architec* 
'•^ ture to fucceeding ages." The front 
of this ftupendous chufch confifts of a 
vaft number of ftatues : Saints in minia-» 
ture, plajced in little niches, and in exaft 
(paces ; fo that the eye is pleafed and 
fliocked at the fame time. Magnificence 
is mixed with littlenefs, grandeur with 
meannefs, proportion with difproportion ; 
confequently it creates in our thoughts 
an uneafy mixture of admiration and 
contempt. The painted windows are 
all perfed, and the fun has a glorious 
cflFcft upon the variety of their colours. 

The kings of France -are conftantly 
crowned at Rheims. The ceremony, I 
dare iay^ is much more brilliant, though 
not more magnificent, than the EngUJb 
coronations in H^eftminfier abbey. The 
French are formed for gaiety, fliew, 
and oftcnution •, the Englijh for dignity 
fcrioufnefe, and compofure. The former 
follow nature, they are genteel, and 
perfedly well adapted to all fccnes of 

B 3 vanity. 
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vanity* The kttcr pervert nature by 
an aukward imitation of the French^ 
whom they cannot equal, and therefore 
become ridiculous. 

At a great diftanee from the Nofrs 
Dame de Rheims is the lefler, but richer 
church of St. Remi (Remigius). The 
flirine of this faint is very magnificwit ; 
it is adorned by a variety of precious 
ftones and intaglios, ibme of them truly 
antique. The holy oil, with which the 
fovereigns of /^^»^^ are anointed at their 
coronation, is kept in this church. We 
were affured, that the celeftial undioa 
was brought from heaven by an angel, 
and that it never dccreafes. 

, Let me not detain you by accounts of 
fuperftitious impofitions, in many of 
Which, perhaps, the perfon who itnpofed, 
worked hhnfelf up to ar tiegf^i -that 
made him at laft believe 'his o^ninvcn. 
tions. In many more, prieftcraft and 
worldly lucre have prevailed: and, in 
all, folly, ignorance, and narrowncfi of 

thought. 
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thought* I faw the holy oil, bits of the 
Bethlehem cradle, and a piece of 5/. Some-^ 
bodfs thumb, with pity, fcarce unattend- 
ed by derifion. But when I viewed the 
immenfe edifices built in honour, and to 
the glory^of Almighty God, I could not 
avoid refleding, that they bore a tefti- 
mony of devotion in our forefathers, 
which might tacitly ftrike their irreli- 
gious pofterity with fhame. It is impot 
fible to enter one of thefe immenfe edifi- 
ces, without a kind of awe, which, 
when unattended by fuperftitfen, muft, 
we may humbly hope, be acceptable to 
a Creator, who, at the fame time that he 
appears incomprehenfible, has ftill given 
his creatures fufHcient knowledge of his 
will, to require from them adoration, and 
a dutiful fubmiffion to fuch of his laws, 
as are adequate to their comprehenfion. 

From Rheims we went to Dijon^ a large 
well fortified town in Burgundy y lying in 
the ^ired way from Paris to Lyons. The 
roads through which we paffed afforded 

B 4 us 
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us the greateft variety of woods, rivers^ 
and beautiful prolpeds, that imagmation 
could have formed, fond as it is of nuf- 
ing pleafurable ideas^ which are feldom, 
very feldom, anfwcrcd. In France^ the 
poverty of the people and the fruitful- 
nels of the foil are circumflances, that 
excite wonder and compaflion. They 
are obliged to plow their ground every 
year, neverthelefe it produces corn. 
The women (I fpeak of the. common 
people) are more induftrious than the, 
men : they labour, they carry burdens^ 
The hulband is Hercules with the diftaff ^ 
the wife is Ompbale with the lion's fldn... 
All the great cities, and the diftrids be- 
longing to them, at once proclaim the 
power and the fhamc of this arbitrary 
government. The French nobles are clad 
in purple. The French peafants have, 
fcarce fackcloth to cover them. Ther^ 
is no medium between laced cloaths and 
rags. The equipages and number of 
horfcs feem to anfwcr the wealth of the 

Indies^ 
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Indies. The pcrfons who make thofe 
equipages, and who provide food for 
thofe hoties, have not bread to eat-, yet. 
you have heard, and with great truths 
that a ragged French beggar is merrier 
by nature, than a rich EngJifiy nobleman 
can make himfelf by art. Education y% 
faid to be a fecond nature: climate, I 
believe^ is a fecond education. 

The people in the provinces, through 
which we have paffcd, complain extreme* 
ly of the rapine of the farmers-generaL 
The peafants murmur, but maintain 
their loyalty ; yet that virtue is much 
kis than I found it twenty yeajrs ago. 
They then adored their King, they now 
thiak it fufficient to honour him. I have 
flown, like a bird of paflage, you find, 
through a Urge part of the Fremb re- 
gions. 

We left Lincohf 5'Inn-Fields the 20th 
of September : we have met with no un- 
toward accident: we have been free 
from complaints of every kind ^ and wc 

have 
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have enjoyed the fineft and die warmeft 
weather, that has been ever remembered 
at this fealbn of the year. Our pafTage 
from Dover to Calais >ff as no longer than 
three hours and ten minutes. From Ca- 
lais to this place we have paffed mo£t of 
our time in poft-chaifes, often wilhing 
for the eyes of Jrgus and ;the wings of 
Dadalusj but finding no efie6t from our 
i^lhes. Let Scaliger defcribe to you the 
ipot on which we have at prefent fixed 
our tents. 

Flumineis Rhodanus^ qua fe fugaty inci- 
tus undisy 

^aque pigro duhitat flumine mitis 
AraVy 

Lugdurium jacety antiquo nwus orbis in 
orbe-^ 

Lugdunumque vetus^ orhis in orhe 
novo *. 

• Where the Rhone ruihes with impetuoas, tidea^ 
And the Saon^s dull current fcarcely glides^ 
A new world in the'^old, we Lyons view, 
Lyons t an old world kifo in the new ! 

4 My 
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My next fhall be a comment on this 
fcrap of poetry : 'till then, let this af- 
fure yoii, that I and my frmale travelling 
companions are, and will be, in all parts 
of the world, truly your's. 

% 
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D£AR SIR, 

LE T US Hop, if you pleafe, a little 
. at Vjons. It is one of the largeft 
and mod flourilhing cities of France. Its 
trade and fituation are circumftances that 
contribute much to its grandeur. The 
buildings arc fine, particularly the town* 
houfc, and two fides of the great fquarc, 
tofwerable to ea.ch other in fize, height, 
and difpofition. In the middle is a large 
cqueftrian ftatue of Lewis XIV, and on 
each fide of him, at an exaft diftande, 
are two fountains, very properly adorned 
with figures in bronze. During the fum- 
jner-time tfiey are conftanrly playing, and 
give an agreeable refrelhment to the 
place. A third fide of the fquarc is filled 

by 
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by a beautiful, little grove : the fourth 
coniifts only of old irregular houfcs. 

But firft let us confider Lyom as a 
city of the Celtic -Gaul. Jt was built by 
L. MUNATIUS PLANCUS, the par-, 
ticqlar friend of Ciceroj who pays him 
that very elegant compliment, which has 
been fince fo often applied to more mo- 
dern generals : Omnia fumma confecutui 
^/, virtute duce^ comite for tuna *. It is to 
Plancus that Horace fo gaily prefcribes 
wine ; either when encamped and fixed 
.^midft the din and clafh of arms, or deeply 
retired gmidft the filence and Iblitude of 
a rural life ; 

Tu fapiens finire memento 

Trijiitiam^ vit^que labores^ 
Mollis Plance^ mero ; feu te fulgentia fignls 

Cafira tenent, feu denfa tenebit 
fihuris umbra tui f . Lib. i. Ode 7. 

Plancus 

• *♦ Thou haft furmounted every difficulty, 
** virtue being thy guide, and fortune thy com* 
♦* panion." 
•)■ Do thou, 4ircrectly, with a friend, 
A^d ^enero4s wincj thy browa unbend. 

Whether 
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Planeus was a Roman of high birth> 
and higher reputation. He was the per- 
ibn, who is faid to have perfuaded the 
fecond C^far to afTume the name of Au^ 
gufius^ inftead of OSiavius. Little elo- 
quence was nece0ary, I prefume, to byafi 
the emperor towards the exchange. 

Planeus, (indulge me a little in dwell- 
ing upon a favorite charafter,) was early 
bred to arms. H? had commanded a 
legion in the time of Julius Cafar. Soon 
after the death of that Emperor, he em- 
ployed himfelf and his foldiers in build- 
ing Lugdunum \ perhaps not without feme 
particular ambitious view. The . confii- 
fion of the commonwealth, confequent 
to the murder of Cafar^ was fuch as al- 
lowed, and even compelled, every Ro^ 
man to provide for himfelf againft out- 
rage, and impending ruin. But as my 
thoughts of Planeus are purely ideal, I 

"Whether the camp thy fancy warms. 

Or Tibur footbs with peaceful charms. 

quit 
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quit the fubjed):, and pai^ from furmiie 
to reality. 

Lugdunum was originally built in an 
ifland, that bore a triangular form. The 
HttJe channel, which then rendered it an 
ifland, ha$ been long fince filled up ; and 
die two rivers, the Rhone and the Saone^ 
^Rbodanus et Arar] flow on each fide of 
•the town in a parallel manner. 

No city has been more celebrated than 
Lugdunum, for the birth and refidence of 
-great men. Auguflus refided there three 
years. Claudius was born there in the 
744th year of Rome. It was alfo the 
birth-place of Caracalla and Geta \ and 
the retreat of Bomitian^ who in his ex- 
cellent brother's life-time, withdrew td 
Jjugdunumj under a pretence of fl^dy, 
and with a ipccious intention of exercifing 
his rare talents in poetry. iTacitus how- 
ever feems to give another turn to the re-^ 
treat ; he hints as if Domitian retired from 
Rome,^ to hide that fecret ambition of em- 
pire, and that envy of his brother's cha* 

- radter. 
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tsbStttj which he conftantly retained in 
fiis bofom, and which might have beea 
difcovered by fomc pryii^ eyes at Rome. 

Plancus died, (I think) in his fecond 
confulfhip, above eighty years of age, 
full of honours, and crowned with his 
own laurds. You will find him men- 
tioned in the annals of Tacitus^ in a re- 
markable manner. Cker& and he were 
conftant correfpondents. He was one of 
thofc diftinguilhed charafters of antiqui- 
ty, which, by a different manner of edu- 
cation, later ages muil always admire, 
but can never imitate. 

Anoong the antiquities to be feen at 
Lyons^ fcarce any one appears more cu- 
rious in its kind, than the fpeech of the 
emperor Claudius^ engraven on two ta* 
blets of brafs. The ipeech itfclt^ though 
fulf of art, eloquence, and what wouH 
be termed in thefe our days, knowledge 
of the world, is particularly deficient in 
"What we efteem politenefs. In one part 
it degenerates, into abfolute inveftive. 

An 
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evident proof that the Urhanitas Ro^ 
mana and the Urhanitas Britannica are 
widely different. The purport of the 
Ipeech is to obtain for the Lugdunenfes all 
thofe privileges, which the moft dignified 
Roman colonies enjoyed. 

To judge by die oration itfelf, it is 
ftarce poflible to fuppofe that Claudius^ 
in his afcending days of life, was of that 
imminutie mentis^ which Tiberius imagi- 
ned him. ^ Empire, iige, indolence, and 
luxury, might afterwards render him 
defeftive, and paralytic in his faculties i 
but even Tiberius allowed, that his inten- 
tions were good, and indeed this fpeech 
in favour of his countrymen, and in de- 
fence of himfelf, is a ftrong inftance, that 
they were fo.— The original tables are 
fixed in the veftibule of the town-houfe. 
They were placed in their prefent fitua- 
tion during the minority of Lewis XIV, 
in the year 1657. 

You will find in Tacitus a remarkable 
anecdote of the LugdunenfiSn The city 

C of 
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of Lugiunum^ in the beginning of Nero^ 
reign, was entirely burnt. The Empc^ 
i?or gave a large fum of money to repair 
fo public a difafter. In remembrance of 
fuch a benefit, this colony could never be 
induced to defert their benefaftor, no, 
not even when all the reft of the colonies 
|iad unanimoufly, and indeed juftly, for- 
faken him. Lugdunenfis colonia^ fays Ta-* 
cUuu perHnaci pro Nerone fide *.' Is not 
fo Keady an inftance of gratitude mu^h 
to their honour ? 

I do not recoUeib that Dotmtian is faid 
to have given any benefadions towards 
the repair of Lugdunum. Thofe of 2rtf* 
jan are highly extolled. The Forum vo^ 
ius Trajani is recorded as one of the 
many noble works of that emperor. It 
remained entire to the rdgn of Charles the 
Bald. It was on a hill, which lies above 
the prefent city, and where many pieces of 
antiquity are ftill vifible. On the lame hill 

* <' Tb0 colony otLugdunum had an obftinatc 

" attachment to Ncro.*^ 

iS 
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is a church dedicated to the virgin Mafy^ 
and to our famous EngUJb faint, Thomaf 
Bicket^ archbifhop dT Canterbury. Bscht^ 
you may remember, is faid to have refid* 
ed at Lyons^ and though the faints ill 
general are in their wane, at leaft in this^ 
part of die world, yet our Englifi Tbo^ 
mas maintains his ground with fomd 
degree of veneration and iplendor in 
die Celtic Gaul ; or my landlord, Monf. 
le Bldncy deceives and flatters ^e. I 
muft take his wcM'd, being difappocnted 
of feeing the place. For the derivationt 
0f the word Lugdunum I refer you Ay 
Sirahy Pbitarebj and fuch other ami* 
quarians, as you pleafe to confult. Studiea 
of that ibrt are more trifling than impro- 
ving, more fabulous than hiftoricsL 
Sunt magni nominis umira. 

From the time of the firft foundadon 
of this city, it has been famous for its 
trade and manufadures. It is lituated to 
maintain its commerce to the end of the 
world, 

C a I haw ' 



I havft faid too much perhajps of tW 
Mcient Lugdunum^ and too little of the 
ipodern Lyons j but a|as ! ; my accounts 
of both mpft be very imperfeft. I have 
neither books nor cotnpanions to inftrufti 
xpt. My travellkig iervtot babbles all 
l^guagesy but (peaks none. My land'-^^ 
lord is a barber, quifrifi bi^ la ietCy aM 
qonfequently underftands hqw to adoriv 
the out^de, but cannot improve, tte 
ififidc of any head whatever. I go ftony 
^ence this afternoon, and hope to pierce 
lihrough the Alps without the help of vin 
^egar* The firft opportunity that occul:s^ 
fliall bring anodier letter to you, in which 
I will be more explicit than I have beca 
hitherto, in defcribing the fecond city of 
Ptfinci in its prcfent glory. 

^ . . t'ani evcryours» 

C O R K Ea 
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Cbamherry^ O&ober 6tll, ifn* 

WE arc now, dear fir, in the capi- 
tal of Savoj^ the dirticft capit4 
m Europe^ nay, I believe, in the whole 
world ; but I am in honour bound to 
return with you to Lyons^ before we ram- 
ble together through the fii^ts of Cbarn-^ 
btfty. 

The chief traffic of lyotis confifts iif 
^c richeft gold and filver fiiks. Much 
•f it, if not the whole, is manufadfcured 
in or near the city. The raw .lilk is 
chiefly brought from Piedmont. ' In ^our 
road to Chdmbtrry .we met many mules, 
heavily laden with this commodity. It 
is a merchandife, that has long proved 
fatal to Great Britain. Our excefllve 
Britijb vanity, in an infatiable thicft^of 
I . ' C 3 Ffendf 
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French filks, has forced away great, 
wealth from our ifland. On the other 
hand, it muft be true EngUft> obftinacy 
to fay, that the filks of Spital-fields are 
equal to the Soyerie Liannefe : but it may 
be affirmed, that if we really loved our 
country better than ourfelvea, or endea- 
Voufcd to make the general profpericf. 
{>itferable to die <)rnaments of indiyidu- 
, ab, mSfions of our money muft have 
cireulated ^t home, that now fiu(^uate 
throughout the <:oBdnent ; and feldom 
find their way back again to England^ 
Lewis XIV. never aded more io^poli^ 
tidy towards the ftat^, nor more fcrviiely 
towards thf church, than when he <iroviQ 
iuch numbers of Proteftants out of 
Frtmiy as wealcened the manu£a&ure3 
«f his own kingdoms, and improved 
the mamifadisres of his neighbours* 
Cardiital Fkwjy who, without the title, 
Iras actual king of France during many 
years, faw the errors of the precedii^ 
retgn^ in not giving fufiicacnt attention 

and 



L E T T E R lli: «t 

tnd encouragement to trade. By peace' 
and policy, he correded thofe errors : 
aid to him Lyons owes the prefent face, 
i^kh it bears, of opulence and profpe^ 
riq^ The fbops are large, well filled^, 
V2urk)us, and ornamental. The ftreets^ 
eQ>ecialiy thofe to the two rivers, have a 
breadth and length, that give the city at 
remarkable air of magnificence. In the 
middle of thtrRbone^ ftands arock, very 
crag^ and very high, alnwft inacceffibk; 
On the top of it is a fmall building. Do 
not expeft the temple of Virtue, yet 
eJCpeS: ftwnething very like it, though it 
be a prtfon : alas ! it is a prifon, in 
which are confined thofe fons of liberty,- 
who dare oppofe aAitrary power. Such 
a fight, even at a great diftance, ftrikes 
horror, you may be ceitain, to an Englijh. 
eye. Wonder not therefore if I haftened 
ftom it to view other parts of the town, 
e^cially the fquares ; the chief of which 
I mentioned to you in the beginning of 
my 1^ kttet, i| contaimng an eqnef- 

C 4 triaa 
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^n ftatue of Lewis XIV. Thb excited: 
my curiofity, and drew my attention for 
Tome hours, during my ihort ftay at 
hyons. It is a noble figure, but, like 
aU hutpan compofitions, has its faqhsif 
The infcriptions upon it are not fulfomc/ 
tie is neither called iNvicTus,nof immor^ 
TALIS ; nor is he fupportcd by flaves in 
^ains« In the majeftic air of his peHpn^ 
the copy, I dare believe, has not outdone 
the original. No man appear^ more 
graceful on horfeback. Nature fitted 
him to a^ the pait of a king, but not 
of a hero. He was the ornament and 
example of his own court. He was a 
model of politehefs to every prince in 
Europe. He has had more flatterers, and 
has delerved more admirers, (h^ any 
fovereign, his grandfather excepted, 
\Uinry IV.] that ever filled the GaUic 
throne. I have read many chara^ers of 
himt Thofe compiled by lArrey *, Mta^tU 

nUre^ 



* <' Hit Jiiftor7 of Jh^4,'' figrs F^kair^, 
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i^fn^%i and other laborious adulators, ex« 
iiibit a portndt, in which few traces of 
lefemUance can be found. They hide 
him in clouds of flattery, or they expofe 
him, like a king upon a fign, in coarfe, ful« 
Ibme, glaring colours, fit only to attraft 
the eyes of the vulgar and the ignorant.^ 
The charaftcr of him by monfieur Fotm 
taire is drawn in a mafterly manner, yet 
in every ftroke the partial hand of the 
Frenchman^ t\it Vdtairiy is too percept 
tible. The outlines of the abbe Cboi^ 
pleaie and inftmdt, but they are few and 
unconnedcd. I think I have gathered 
more of his true private charaAer from 
the loofe undefigning pen of his coufin^ 

^ was efleemedr before the poblication of Raf$n% 
•« but his biAojy of Zetuis XIV. acvcr wau.** Ha 
4icd at Berlin in 1719. 

; ** The hiHoiy of Licwis XIV. under the naiM 
•• of Martiniirit^ fiiys the fame writer, ** is every 
^' where faulty ; coofoands namej^^ date^, and 
'* events.*' 

germaiji; . 
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gtfnnan, Madamoifelle de ^MMp&tJkr^ 
than from any other writer* By hct anec^r . 
dotes I am induced to admine kim Jimid£t 
Ins family and courtiers, as ooe of the 
&)e(t and compkaieft gentlemen of im 
time and nation* He was happy in his 
ewn difpofition and te^nnper, and that hq)^* 
pinefs diffufed itfelf to all who were near 
film. His perfonal accomplifliments were 
^rminent and captivating. Let us look a* 
Httle into his mind. His yaaity was iecret-- 
(td by his modefty. His profirfcncfe wa$ 

■' *'. Daaghter 4>f Qajfon^ duke of Orleanst an4 
gr^XKi-dAughter to Jlenry IV. Her cruel treau 
i^nihy the kiog her couiin, for marrying the 
count de Laujun^ is well kuown^ and mufl ever im-^ 
pe^ch hpth the juftice and hiin)anity of that 
jprince. See the Ag$ ofLeivh XIF. chap. 25. and " 
^dlh$t*s Inciters en the French Nation* vol. i i . p, . 
60—64. •* Her memoirs, " fays Voltaire^ ** are' 
.*• rather thofe of a woman full of herfelf, than of 
•* a princefs, who had been a witnefs of grea^ 
^* events : but many curious particulars are con* 
*» tained in them. " She died in 1653. 

( foftened 
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fi>ftencd into gcncrofity, not only by hii 
manner of giving, but beaufe he openly 
cheriflied, and unboundedly proteftcd 
every art and fcience in the world. His 
infidelity as an hufband is much palliated^ 
when we confider the peevifhnefs and 
fimpllcity of his wife. His ignorance 
was covered by his prudence. Confcious 
c^ his own defe6b, he corre&ed them in 
the education of his fon ^ tacitly lament- 
ing his own want of erudition. His 
devotion degenerated into the too com-* 
mon extreme of bigotry ; which never 
£uls to produce the blindnefs of cruelty, 
and the deafnefs of oppreflion. Except 
in his falfe iiotions of religion, he was 
generous, compaflionate, and humanew 
His talents, if not Ihining, at leaft were 
ftrong and dear. His private conduft 
was always decent, often fplendid, never 
mean. During the favours of fortune, 
he indulged his vanity. During her 
frowns, he behaved himfelf with true 
philojbpby. He died more heroically 

in 



^ t E T T E R lit 

in hh bed tlhrn he had ever appeared m' 
Ms eamp« Confider him ih his regid^' 
ifhere ; though he was far from being' 
a perfectly good prince, be was aimoft^ 
as far from* being a bad oae. 'Nature 
formed him (as ihe has formed moft naen^ 
to whom Ihc gives paffions ami ^iHties)^ 
a remarkable murture of good -andevit 
The good part attended the man ; the 
evil part,, the monarch* His ambi^ 
tion was inexcufable, as it has occafioa*- 
ed moft of the c^amiues, that h^e 
been fince fdt in Europe. » 

, V Hotel de Vilk^ the t^wn hoafe, at 
Lyons^ is not only fplendid without, but* 
very magnificent within. It'confifts of 
many fine rooms, adorned with the por- 
trdts of the royal family, and (^ the 
chief and moft eminent magiftrates of 
die city. Each chamber is fitted tip and 
furnifhed for the particular bufinefs, to 
which it is adapted. 

The Armory, Sd ^Ames^ which is 
ihewn to ftr^ngers as a great curiofity, 

is 
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U by no moans equal to che Armory ia 
the Tow^r of Ldndim^ . Had I never fcen 
the ktter, the fimner poflibly might 
haw app»rcd worthy of admiration. 

At Lyom we went to a French comedy. 
It was wdl performed, and well decorate 
cd V but, unlefs I am very partial, whea 
wc took leave of the EngHJh theatre, wr 
quitted &nie, nature, a&ion, dignity, 
and all the proper and graceful decora* 
tions of the ftage. 

I have ROW faid enough of Lyons and 
Lugdunnm. If I am to ^ak oA France 
in general, I ^ook upon it as a great 
and powerful monarcl^,, -The extent of 
it may be known by maps; but the 
"ftrength of it is a fecret, not' eafily to 
be guei&d at, but fufficiently revealed 
to nuke the Englijh cautious and wary 
how th^y enter into a war ^th a nation^ 
3vhofe magazines oi all forts are ftupen- 
dous, whofe. kingdom is fertile and well 
cultivated, whofc fjcopli:, however dii^. 
i ' united. 
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united, as indeed at prefent upon parti** 
cular points in church or ftate, never 
fail, at the leaft appearance of an enemy, 
to join themfdves into an impenetraUe 
phalanx, and to appear in the field, as 
one foul informing many thoufand bo* 
dies. We miftake and mifcooftrue their 
^Knilties. Their gaiety, we imagine^ fol^ 
ly : their prudence^ we milcall, tn&i^ 
cerity : their fbength we de^ife. Our 
falfe judgment 'may, one day or others 
coft us dear. The Frtncb^ (abtady nu* 
merous and prolific,) if they fufiered a 
nsttural commerce to fubfift between their 
nuns and friars, .would fwarqi and OTer*^ 
run the world. 

Before I left Lytms^ I had a glknpfe of 
the archbrihop, cardinal Tencin. His fi« 
gure is tall, and his mien noble and en<* 
gaging. He vifits and captivates all 
ftrangers« He lives in great bofpitality; 
but he lives in baniihment. &>me par« 
ticulars, relative to this i20t unfortunate 

exile. 
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fxtle, majr perhaps be the fubjcd of i 
focure letter. At prefent let me guide 

i' How klve I been miftaken in my eiN 
petfbatnis Jdi Cbm^erry ? I had read fb 
atdch iti news-papers, treaties, anid mid» 
demhiftor^, erf* this metropolis, that I 
had painted it in my own mind a nobk; 
large, and magnificent city^ adorned with 
thurchds^ fteepies, conroits, and palaces, 
dccosatod again by pidures, ftatues, and 
coftly furnitute. Judge then of mtf 
ftiqmft, when I beheld it one of tM 
pooxtft, diideft, fikhieil: towns that 1 1^ 
ever fon. The houfes are dark, thi 
ftr^ists fianow, the convents miferablfei 
The palaces of the nobility are unim 
iiabittd, except by vermin. Grafs grows 
pleim&Uy in the cour^-yards. Not .% 
ooach) nor a chair, m&ed filled with 
piflengers, is ever heard rumUing thmf 
the ilretcs, 

Wc-kave feen the king's palace. Tht 
apartment of it (there is but one,) WM. 

burnt 
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burnt fome years ago, when the prefenC 
duice of Parma was in .poOeffion of 
Cbamberry. His royal higluiefs narrow^ 
ly efcaped with life. The fire began 
in the kitcheh, over which wasihi$ bed# 
chamber, and increafed fo fiercely, that 
he had not time to put on his cloath8# 
Many important papers are fjtid to have 
been deftroyed in the flames* 

The palace, or rather the remainder of 
It, is a caftle^ Over the gate-way are 
lihe governor's lodgings, remarkable on« 
ly for their height, being (ituated on an 
eminence, which commands the. town 
and adjacent country. The chapel is 
clean, which diftingui(bes it very vifiblyt 
as the houfe of God. 

The town' is well fortified. It ought 
fabe ib. It lies in a tempting fituation 
to Prance % and France is eafily tempted. 
In^ general, Sa^^ bears the utmoft ap« 
Ipearance of poverty in itsviUagjcs, \x% 
people, and iu foil. ^The revenue from 
it arifing to thekiz^ of Sardinia is, ont 

hundred 
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liiindred and fifty thoufand pounds a 
^ear. 

The inhabitants (I dare fay, ninety of 
them in an hundred) afford a furprifing 
ipeftacle to ftfange'rs. The men, wo- 
men, and children, (I fpe^k of the ple- 
beians, not having feen the face of a gen- 
tleman,) have great fwellings*on the out- 
fide of their throats, occafioned, accord- 
ing to our information, by the uriwhole- 
fomenefs of the wafer, and the feverity of 
the winter foafon. Thefe fwellings arQ 
^fteemed rafher beauties than defeftsi 
The grandfather beholds a fwelling under 
his grand-daughter's chin, -of the fize of 
a walnut^ and pioufly hopes to fee it in- 
ereafeto the fize of a pear. The huf^ 
band expeds. a fwelling in the throat of 

his 

•- Mr. puncombei in answer to this letter, fays, 
** Sig^or Baretiif in his account of the paiTage 
** over Mount Cents, and of the Savoyards y com- 
^* municated to Mr.. Richard/on (See tie Hiftory 
'* of Sir Charles Crandtfon, Vol. IV. Letter 1 6-^ 
'• fkys that the people are of- an olive compicc- 

D " tion,' 
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his heir apparent, pr he douj^ts the chat 
tity of his confort. Baboons keep ^n^ 
fapard of viduals ip their thrpat^, but 
the Sav^ard^ have ipt viftuals fufficienc, 
to fparc a refcrye. - Upon the !|Yhole9 the 
Savpyar^^ feem to be a very Angular^ 
aiid a very infignificant people ^ .of littlp 
life to their princ/e. of much lefs to theoi*- 
iielves. In England they ^re known by 
their r^ree-Ihew^, bqt icarce mentioned? 
on apy other occ^fion. They have na 
charafterif^ic,, by which they arc dif-^ 
tinguifhed. Tl?ey ^re a nation of 

** doily and that many of th^jxty e(^Ia}ly the 
*^ womeiiy have large tve/ts under their chins.'' 
And again 

f QJ ** Should not the Samvfards be called^ 
''^ a nation of went^ throats, as thofe enoxp^>us 
1* fwens are thpir ^hai'a£^eriilic ? The obvious 
*' tj^eaning of ^^ a nation of throaty '' is a 
** greedy voracioi^s people. Meffit^s^ mentioned 
*' by Horace in his journey to ^runiu/u^m fS^.^. 
^ Hi* w^ vir^ f 8.) k%u^% to h^ve been one Qf 
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To-fnornaw Vft begpn to climb tbt 
<^^. We are at die ioot oi them al* 



•* their ancpftors. As td that diforder, fee Pllny^ 
iii* 26. r/7^. 1. 

Anfwer. ^ Tlie threats af the Savoyards zx6 
not <u;^«/. They are not of the fort defcribed by 
Harriet ui his account of the droll combat between 
the buffoon Sarmentus and. Cicerrus Meffius^ called 
Cicerrus probably from the Cicer on the left fide 
bf his face which he had lately ciit off. From 
that paffage it is evident that the people of Cam-*^ 
pdnia were liable to thefe Cicers (buttons or fmall 
wens) which Horace calls Campanus morbus^ per- 
haps as liable as the inhabitants of Savoy are to 
their potich or purfe throats, which do not ap- 
pear tq be of the hard wenny kind, but to hang 
more or lefs loofe as the glands are more or lefs 
fwelled. It was impoflible to go near them with- 
out fome degree of horror, and even the fight 6f 
them was difagrceable." 

" An Englijh lady of quality, who refided fome 
years at Turing imagined every morning, when (he 
awoke, that her throat had fwelled in the night, 
and that it was becoming a Savoyard throat as 
fail as poflible. Such fights to vapouriih and ten- 
der imaginations are Ytry impreflive J 
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ready. When our Herculean labour is 
feiifced, from the firft place of reft you 
ihall hear again from 

' Your faithful, and afFedtionate 

humble fervant, 

C R R i; 
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^urin^ OAdbcr 12th, 1754. 
DE AR S I R, 

AT the foot c^Cbamierry commence 
the Alps. The gfcent of the firft 
mountain is veiy ftcep, but well paved^ 
and fufficiently broad. A pair of oxen 
is conftantly added to the chaifc-horfes ; 
but in the fubfequent mountains, which 
axe many, all as deep, and feveral of 
them narrower and worfe paved than the 
firft, no oxen are to be found. Over 
different parts of thefe, we had recourfe 
tp our own feet, ;gind you may be certain 
that I muft be very free from the gout to 
go through fuch an undertaking. Three 
days were thus pafTed in afcending and 
defcending thefe towering hills. Oqr 
Jodgings at night were worfe than indif- 

D 3 fercnt. 
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fcrent. The third evening brought us to 
a little village called Lanebourgby where 
our chaiies were taken to pieces, and all 
preparations made for the irtimenfe at- 
chievement of the next mornings the 
paflage over mount Cenis^. 

The accounts which had been given 
me of mount Cents had magnified the 
objeft to fuch a degree, that, when^l 
viewed it with my naked eyg, it appeared 
much kfe dreadful than f had fuppofed 
it. Height it has, tremendous. ' Hor- 
ror it has, untrfbaf. So has Penmefh 
maurej fo has Penmenrofs\ but in- truth 
the moft amazing circumftance is the 
manner of corrvcyance, 

h was difHcult not to fb^ foirrc unei^ 
fV Ifcnfetions when we flrfb intritfted otrr 
limbs and lives to the power and manage- 
ment of that particular fpeciesr of ani- 
mals, the Alpitm Chairmew. Some- few 
mrnutes paflfcd in fears, till we perceived 
our porters ftrong a^ giants, and nimble 
as racers. They- did not mifs a finrgle 

ftep. 
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!ftcp. They trod firm up6n tottering 
Aones. They jumped from one ftone to 
another with the agility of goatsr. Thejr 
relieved each other at propet intervals, 
and feemed never to have known danger 
or fatigue. Our apprehenfions therefore 
were diffipated in fome few minutes, and 
;n little more than two hours we f6un4 
ourfelve^ on the top of the mountain. 
We walked over the plain, Our carriages 
being uneafy on level ground. To fptz^ 
the truth, our carriers were rather inat- 
tentive and carelefs where there was n^- 
ther peril nof precipice. Undoubtedly 
they know, that ^veiy MJh Goliab can 
carry a chair fafely through Pall Mali^ 
and St. Jameses park, but he muft be 
a true Piedmont efe indeed, who can car- 
fy a chair over the Alps. At th6 defcent^' 
they were again themftlves, and con- 
veyed us down with the utmoft fwiftne&, 
fteadinels, arid cafe. In the windings of 
thie hill, which are many, they (hewed 
great dexterity, arid feenied to gbonpur- 

Jl 
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pofc to the very brink of precipices, only 
to convince us, that they could turn 
to an hair, and carry to an inch. The 
afcent is, according to my bed informa- 
tion, five mile$ continued, and fo ftecp, 
that no carriage caa pafs. The plain 
upon the top is five miles over : every 
inch fmpoth and green as a (heep-walk. 
In the middle of it is a large lake, froni 
which arifes the river Doria^ which runs 
to T'urin, and, in conjunftion with the 
JPoj fupplies -that city v/ith water. . The 
defcent is five miles, but not continued ^ 
therefore it appears lefs fteep. In the 
juiddle of it lies the town of San fa Croce^ 
from whence our eyes, as we defcended^ 
were charmed by the fertile country of 
Piedmont. 

The chairs of carriage are like thofc 
of Bathy efpecially in bad weather, when 
they are covered with a rug. The prof- 
peft, on each fide, of tall firs, chefnuts^ 
and larch-trees, of vaft natural water- 
fajls, and of roaring mountain-rivers, 

affords 
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affords a kind of furprifing variety, which 
is at once awcful, pleafing, and beyond 
flefcription in any language whatever. 

We refrefhed ourfelvcs and our con- 
duftors at the little village called Santa 
Croce^ [Holy Crofs] where the principali- 
ty of Piedmont begins. There we met 
with three or four perfons of our own na- 
tion, purfuing their journey into Savoy. 
They very kindly invited us to drink 
fome wine, of which they were taking 
frequent draughts, at the fame time that 
they confeffed it to be very bad, — but it 
)vas wine — and they were true Britons. 

Mr. Addifon^ I remember, quotes Silius 
Ifaficusy to prove that the Jlps are always 
jpover^d with fnow. Not the leaft fhow 
was to be fcen upon mount Cenis, and 
very little upon one or two of the higher 
jnountains that furrounded us : a pleaf- 
jng circumftance to convince us, that our 
feafon was uncommonly fine. 

At a little town called Novolezza^ the 
Scattered linibs of our chaifes, which from 

Lanehurgb 
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jLdftdourgh hid httti carried upon mules, 
•^owe by^a kind of Median art, joined 
togetliei* again- 5 and again our baggage 
"fras ftri(5fly fearched at the Cuftom-houfe, 
the tormttwin^femdra of every fitde teiw 
fitory through which we paflcd. 

We reached Suza the fame night, ft 
fe one 6f the beft fortified towns in tht 
l*orld; but ib nnich ceremony is hfeccflk- 
ly in obtaining a permiffion to view the 
fefide fortifications, that it is fcarce worth 
^£ttf ti-aveHer^i^ follicitude, unlefs He it 
|nxrfuing a military life, to trouble thi 
Sardinian minifters for a licence to fee 
tfterti. 

This afternoon brought »s to Taritc^ 
It is nt)W three arid twenty days fince w6 
feft London \ fo that, deducing our itft- 
ilg days at Calais^ Lyons^ and Cbambefty^ 
we have performed' the journey in left 
than thrive weeks. You cailnot callu$ 
dilatory travellers. 

The road from Suza to ^urin is re^ 
Iharkably good> and is rendered agree- 
able 
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able by diftant mountains, vineyards, and 
a variety of profpeifls. The laft nine 
piles of jt froni hvolh where die king 
has a little hunting-feat, are peculiarly 
fine. They form one long walk, of a 
fuitabfe breadth, planted regularly like a 
garden, with trees, on each fide, of about 
fifty years growth^ reaching to the gates 
of die town. A church, placed upon 
the top df a hill above the town, anfwefs 
the middle of the avenue : fo that the 
fity appears with a triple crown, fiiap<d 
firft by its own fteeples and' towers, then 
by the^ rifing hill, and then again by the 
chvrrch, which is a modern and beautiful 
piece of ardiitefturcV 
' At prefent, good night, Expe<5t a 
farther defcription of this metropolis in 
a day or two, from. 

Dear fir, 

?Ottr fittihful fcrvant and tra^^cller,. 

Cork e; 
LETTER 
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Turing Oftober i6th, 1754. ' 

TH E city of Turin^ dear fir, is not 
large, nor ca,n it in any ^ fenfp 
be called magnificent. The fame may 
be faid of the king's palace. There is ^ 
very pleafing neatn/^fs peculiar to both. 
Plenty of water, as in Salijbury^ rui\s 
through eyery ftreet; with this differ- 
ence, in the city of Saruntj it is choaktd 
up by filth and garbage, in Turin it 
keeps the ftreets perfeftly clean. 

We have feen the royal family, not in 
n ceremonious manner, but as traveller^. 
The king, who is in his fifty-fecond year, 
looks much older. He is thin ; his fta- 
ture is low ; and he appears lower by 
(looping, nor carries any charafteriftic, 
in his countenance, except of age. He 

hg5 
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has had three wives. By his firft, he had 
no children ; by his fccond, he had the 
prefcnt duke of Savoy *, and the three 
princefles; by his third, the duke of 
Cbailais. 

The duke of Savoy has two fons ; his 
eldefl is prince of Piedmont ; his fecond^ 
who was born fome few days before our 
arrival, was immediately upon his birth, 
created duke of Montferat f . 

The king in his younger days is faid 
to have been of a gay and fprightly dif- 
polition ; but foon after the death of his 
father he contracted a more ferious beha^ 
viour, which is now growing apace into 
the melancholy of devotion. His chief 
amufement is hunting, where he takes all 

* Married in 1750 to the infanta Maria Antm^ 
itta of Spain. 

f He is fince dead. The duke of Ba'voj has 
now four other fons, vix. the duke of Aoftj (bom 
1759) duke o£ Montftrat, (1762) duke dt Ctxe" 
'vois, (1765) and the ^Qunt d^ Maurriffn^ : ^^ni 
three daughters. 

th« 
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die ddi^bifiii fatigue, ¥^iuch fy mi^htf 
afi cKcrcife rpq^ires. Rwnti/ig is a lUftd 
ef fiafhionabk royal diverfioa ^ at kaft^ 
ionmiaaraUe kii^^ Ance Jfimr^^ hav^ 
had that glorious inclination* Fufil 
fecm^ to .cbamfterife 4fcnmus fiw foturc 
henoic anions ]>y %iQg» 

O//^/ aprum^ aut fulvum defcendere monti 
konem *• 

One particular anecdote of the SfirMvian 
monarch was related to ns^, as a certain 
truth. If the eagcrnefs of the chace hap^ 
pens accidentally to lead him near Mont* 
ialtievy he turns his eyes and horfc as faft 
as poflfible from that caftle*. His father 
died there, under fuch circumftances a$ 
mull afFe6t a fon. The account is not 
unworthy of your attention. 

ViSlor Amadeus^ father of the prefent 

• jEn. rV. o/^r. 159* 
He ratiier would the tulky bpar ^ttsnd^ 
Or kc (be uwDy lioa down»rard b«od* 

4 ' king 
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kif g pf Sar4im% had wade 4''coofic3^r»- 

^le ^gure in thp ^qals xjf Eurdpf. He 
had appe^ed ^ gr^at ibldier, and W9» 
iq>Q>yn to be a great paliticiao. la thtf 
decUne of bi$ life, the latter part of th^ 
c]\^^^t was npt a Jittk iuUied* He 
involved bimlelf in a difadvant^gpOMt 
ti^^ty wjth Frmcty and he degraded hii^ 
royalty by a n^^ri^ge. The lady, whom 
he chofe foT his wife, in the fame private 
tnmxyp^ that the fanu)4? M^^inienou h^d 
Jjeen chofen by Lewis i^JV. was called 
madame de SibafiUn. She was the wir 
jdpw of an officer of that name. She had 
beca qsaid pf honour to the king's mo- 
ther. She was at that time extremely 
handlome, t^qt always of an intriguing^ 
^I3^itipus temper. The king had paid 
his addrefles to her, not unfucccisfyllyy' 
IQ h)s youth* The vigilance of his mo- 
tl^9 and his own good judgment^ put ^ 
i^ to any fatal progrefs in that amour, 
^ut finding himfelf abfolutcly conftrain- 
ed to fulfil his impolitic engagements 

witk 
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v^ith France^ he djetermined to refign fiisf 
erown to his fon ; who being under nd 
fuch engagements, might openly repaif 
the injudicious ftep, which his father had 
taken. On ohe^arid the fame day, v^«i<3r- 
deus delivered up hisf crown, and married 
his former miftrefs, whom he had not 
long before Created marchionefs diSpigno^ 
t town in Italy in the dutchy of Montfe- 
tat. His abdication was public ; K\i 
marriage was private. The king and thd 
Inarchionefs immediately retired to Cham" 
lerry. The heat of love had been long 
lince over. The heat of ambition ftiH 
"remained. The young king foon afted 
the part, in which he had been fully in- 
ftrufted by his father, mingling with it 
a fcene or two of his own. He difcard- 
ed king Victor's minifters and favourites^ 
but ftill maintained all the out^^ard to- 
kens of duty and refpeft, which he owed 
his father; who foon grew impatient, 
and weary of retirement, and wifhed to 
return to bufinefs, power, and a throite. 
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His new confort was equally defirous to 
tafte the fplendor of a crown, and to 
command in the circle of a court. They 
both repented, not of their marriage, but 
of their retreat. Cbamberryy in its utmoft 
magnificence, was too mftlanchol jr a fitu-* 
ation, and had too much the air of a pri«» 
fon, to calm and alleviate the llruggles 
©f fuch reftlefs minds. The king and 
the lady kept a conftant private corre- 
ipondence with jhe difcontented Piedmont 
tefcj efpecially thofe in Turin. A plot 
was formed. The king was to dethrone 
his fon, and to reaflume the reigns of 
government. Meafures to this end were 
taken -with all poffible fecrely. The king 
complained of the air of Chamberry. His 
fon attended to his complaints with the 
deepeft filial attachment. Amadeus was 
permitted to approach nearer to the ca- 
pital. He came to Rivoli^ that hunting, 
feat, which I mentioned in my laft. The 
air of Ri'Uoli difagreed with him. He 
was fufFered to come ftill nearer, and wa$ 

]& lodged 
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lodged, at his own requeft^. in the caftfir 
of MoHtcallieTj a noble palace within a 
rery little diftancc of Turin. Here^ the, 
embers of ambition foon kindled into a 
flame. The fire was on the point of 
breaking out, when the heat of it began 
to be felt by the young king and his mi« 
nifters. They had only time to ftop ji- 
modem as he was going into his coadi? 
. under a pretence of vifiting, but with a 
refblutioa of ieizing the citadel of Turin. 
In a moment he became his fon's priioner 
m the caftle of Mdntcallier. His wife was 
abruptly torn from him. They met no 
more. He was treated with re^)eft,. 
but guarded with the clofeft ftri&neik 
He often defired to fee hi? fon. The 
interview was promifed, butthepromifc 
was not performed. Rage, grief, aqd 
difappointment ended, in lefs th^n twa 
years, , the life of this unhappy prince\ 

* He is faid to have died on the i6th of O^cier, 
1732 ; but for private reafons his death was not 
made public till the 31ft. JCejifier.. 

whole 
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Whafe fun-&t was exceffively languid, ia 
comparifon of his meridian glory. His 
widow is ftill alire ^ a ftate-prifbnef, at 
fi)me dtftance firom the metropolis. She 
only bears the title of marchionefs di 
Spigno. She is compelled to refide in a 
tnonaftoy . In the fiunmer-time flie it 
permitted to vifit^fome relations in the 
country; but never without a licence 
granted in form, and figned by the king^ 
nor is flie fuflfered, on any account, to 
go to Turin. Certainly Ihe is now no 
longer dangerous, being very old, very 
infirm, and enormoufly fat. 

Affairs of ftate probably conftrained 
the prefcnt king to aft as he did ; but 
deep lias been the imprdfion, which his 
father's cataftrophe has left on his mind. 
Perhaps the late king extwted from his 
fon a private promife of reftoring the 
crown. Policy and majefty foon put a 
ftop to the defigns, if any, of anfwering 
that promife. The adherents to the fbn 
muft have been facrificed to the adhe- 

E 2 rents 
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rents of the father. Perhaps therfe aie 
charmis in a crown, of which you and I 
have no idea. Thus far is undeniable^ 
few princes have ever rcfigned it with^ 
cut regret The emperor Charles V* 
.wanted a fire in his houfe at SruJjSfls the 
Slight after he had given up his poflfe& - 
lions to his fon. Power once Idl is fel« 
dom regained, and always Te-defired. 

The king of Sardinia is an oecononiift. 
He is ferved in the moft royal, and moil: 
frugal manner. ^ If the officers of ftate 
had not an income arifing from their pa- 
trimony, their falaries would not afford 
them food or raiment. 

The academy at Turin is at prefent in 
the decline. Thofe of Caen and Angers 
have the preference. The complement 
of Sardinian horfes was broken in upon 
by the. neceffitics of the late war. It 
has not been completed fince. 

No clock-work ever moved with greater 
cxadbnefs, than this court. Every minute 
fulfils it^ deftiny^ an(} tyrns round its 
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#wn axk with the royal inhabitants of 
Turin. Already we have beheld, over 
and over again, the fame royal icenes ; 
the fame princes, and the fame princefles^ 
in the fame coaches, taking the air, at 
the lame hour, to the lame place. They 
feem all married to time^ and I prefume 
that it is a kind of adultery to vary half 
a dozen minutes from the fun. 

The three princefles are graceful and 
genteel. The eldeft is very handfome. 
They were born, I fear, under Virgo. 
The whole royal family live ' in union 
and happinefs among themfelves. The 
king is. an excellent father. The duke 
bf Savoy^ a remarkably dutifulTon. They 
are particularly civil to the Englijh. It 
'is an exaft and a graceful court. 

I mentioned to you the neatnefs of 
the palace. I (hould have confined my- 
felf to the infide, moft part -of the out- 
- ward building being old and unfinish- 
ed. The royal apartments at Turin cojti- 
■ fift of a great number of fm^U rooms, 

E 3 mai^ 
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many of them indeed only clofets ; but 
ib delicately fitted up, fo elegantly fur- 
nifhed, and fo properly adorned, that^ 
in paifing from room to room, the whok 
appears 41 fairy caftle. Amidft all thefe 
exquifite decorations, not one efieminat($ 
toy, not one Chintfe dragon, nor *Jndi^n 
monfter is to be (een. I mention this, 
becaijfe many of our fineft houfesin Eng^ 
land are difgraced by the fantaftic figures, 
with which diey are crowded. 

Almofl: every room in the palace is 
jfillecl with piftures. None indifferent \ 
moft of them by the beft FUtnifi) mafters, 
The whole colleftion, except a very 
fmall number, belonged to prince Eu- 
^tncy ^d were bought, aftCF his death, 
by the prefent king of Sardinia. 

The floors of the Hing*s apartment are 
inlaid, and fo nicely kept, that you view 
yourfelf, as you walk upon them. The 
chapel, which opens into the great 
church, is not anfwerable to any other 
part of the palace. It is clean, but it is; 

heavy 
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heavy and difmal. The pUIars arc of 
black marble. The lamps and tapers 
give little light, and Icfs chearfulncfs. 
At the firft entrance it appears like a 
melancholy maufoleum. An Englijb- 
many in the height of his devotion, would 
be tempted to cut bis throat in it. But 
if the churches are dark,, the ftreets are 
lighted by the laws of the kingdom. E« 
veiy coach and every chair is obliged to 
appear with a white flambeau. A fevere 
penalty attends the breach of this edi(St» 
and perfons of rank are fo exaft in 
obfetving it, that I have feen ladies 
walking after torches by day-light. The 
Turinefe are a people, who affed grandeur 
in every refped. In general they are, 
r£gis ad exemptumy great oeconomifts. One 
piece of ftate is y^ry lingular ; notwith^ 
Handing the bad pavement of the ftreets, 
and the exceflive breadth of the kennels^ 
the nobility conftantly walk before their 
chairs •, and can only be driven into thofc ' 
kathern fortrefles by the clofcft fiege of 

E 4 rain,- 
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rain, hail, and fnow. Small attacks they 
withftand boldly, and ferve a whole win- 
ter's campaign in heroically defending 
the door of their fedan, which remains 
more facred than the fanSium fan£lorum^ 
and is impervious to the high prieft^ 

'J' he palace fills one fide of a very large 
fquare, round three parts of which is a 
piazza, miferably paved, but amply a- 
domed with fhops. Were the old towit 
rebuilt, SCurin might appear, perhaps, thf 
jnoft elegant city in Europe. 

I am, dear fir, 
ever your'si 
C o ^ i^ 5, 
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Bologna f C£lober2}Il, 1754* 
DE A R SIR, 

IN the afternoon that wc left Turin^ 
we went no farther than Aftiy a fmall 
town in Piedmont ; and the next day we 
reftcd ourfelves at Alexandria. The for- 
tifications of Alexandria are fine, and ia 
excellent order. The town itfelf is nei- 
ther large nor remarkable. In the even- 
ing we faw an Italian opera. The houfe 
was full, the mufic good, and one or two 
. of the fingers of the firft rate -, but on 
hearing Italian mufic, and fitting in a 
box at an opera, it is impoflible not to 
recoUeft the fplendid audience, and the 
charming circle in the Hay^marketi an 
appearance not to be equalled, I believe, 

}i> any other part of the world. 

Our 
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Our next ftep was to Placentia. Oti 
viewing thcfe fmall towns, it is a morti- 
fying thought to confider, what vaft trca- 
fures have been expended hy England to 
fecure the property, and afcertain the 
rights of thofe princes, to whom the& 
territories belong. What muft be faid 
to comfort us upon thefe reflections ? 
The beft refcHircc is Mr. Popis aflfertion, 
** Whatever is, is right. " A'compen- 
dious method of iblving ev^ry thing that 
happens ** wrong " in this uncertain 
ftate. 

As foon as the gates were opened, we 
^laftened from Placentia^ and dined at 
Parma •, where we had a view of the fa- 
fnous theatre, that holds thirteen thou^ 
fand perlbns^. - It is an immcnfe, but an 
ufelels ftru6hirc. The fame ^irit that 
built the Colojfus at Rhodes^ raifed the 
theatre at Parma ; that infatiable fpirit 
-gnd luft of fame, which would brave the 

* It was built by Raitfuiius I. in 1618. 

5 Almighty 



LETTER Vr. 5^ 

Almighty by fixing eternity to the name 
of a perilhable being. I was mud\ pleaf«> 
ed with the cathedral. The dome of it 
was paii^bed by Correggh. The fiibjcft 
it the Day of Judgment. Time and 
dampne& have damaged feveral of die 
figures ^ but- fuch of them, as remain 
diftingutSiable, are fuperlatively fine* 
The arch of the cupola fo much refem* 
bles the arch of the heavens, the clouds 
and the iky are reprefented in fuch natu^ 
ral colours, and the height and diftance 
are fo great, that an enthufiaftic mind 
might eafily fancy itfelf on the point of 
receiving its eternal doom. At leafi, 
the painter has (hewn exquifite fkiU ia 
chufing fo proper a fubjeft for the place. 
The fteps to the high altar are many, all 
,of the fined yellow marble, J)on Philip'^ 
and the whole coiirt were in the country* 
JHLis palace at IParma is not advantageoufly 

• He 4icd in 1765. . Hi* fon Firdinund h tb« 

iituatedt 
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fituated. It is tmfinifhed^ and HcenA 
only a fmall part of a much greater de- 
figrt* ; not po0ible to be executed with- 
out pulling down that CobfioB thcatce, 
which flands as maHcioufljr. placed, a^ 
our Londm ManGon-hou£& before St^, 
SlepbeH% fTalh^ook. The doilieftics of 
the duke and dutchefs of Parma dxc of 
two dif&rent nations. Thofe belonging 
u> the dutchefs, are French \ thofe be- 
longing to the duke, Spamards. The 
French hate the Spaniards^ the^ Spaniards 
hate the French^ and the liaKans hate 
both. 

. A French gentleman, belonging to the 
dutcliefs of Parma^ . fhewed; me great cIt 
yilities during my fhort ftay. He was 
pkafed to find a companion who was 
neither Spaniard^ Frenchman^ nor Italian, 

• At Parma, as in moft parts of Italy, the iize 
of the palace now building [1766] is too gigantic 
ibr the coart^ and the expence of it too great for 
%^ tr^afary ; ib it remains* and will for ever re« 
main, half £niihed« Sharp. 

2 After 
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After a very free convcrfation of two 
hoars, he faid to me, " Monfieufj pour 
^^ ^oHs din la verUe^ nous fommes tous des 
*' icms Catboliques^ mats pour la reUgum^ 
^ nous fCm avons point *. " To what 
cJMintry is Religion fled ? She has not^ 
Undoubtedly, taken up her refidence in 
England. 

We left 'Parma early after dinner, an4 
reached Reggio time enough to fee a^ 
Italian comedy. It was an Italian come^ 
dy reformed. In confequence of thai 
reformation, which has but lately prcr 
vailed, the part of Harlequin was fmall 
' and infignificant, ib as fcarce to interrupt 
the tender, genteel, and ferioua parts of 
the play. I have fo good an opinion of 
the author, from his performance, that I 
reft aflured, if he had not ftood in awe 
of the parterre J we fhot^ld not have fccn 
Harlequin even for a moment. 

• *• Ta tell you the truth, fir, we arc all good 
^' Catholics; but as for religion, we have none.'^ 

This 
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This little city belong^ to the duke of 
Jdbiena. The theatre of it is lemarkable, 
tod fingularly beautiful. The architect' 
tore is different from all other theatresn 
The feveral rows of bogus rife abovr 
each other like iteps, and have the moft 
pleafiiig efie A that can be ioiagtiied. 

From Reggio we proceeded to MadeM^ 
t Iai;ge) dark, diAgreeable town. The 
dcfign for the palace is very n^gnificent. 
One front of it is almoft pompleted. If 
the three others, which are intenided^ 
rife equal to the firft, the city will be the 
fbil^ the palace the diamond. The no- 
ble GoUe^Uon of piftiuTs, which adorned 
the iniide, have been long iince diipofed 
t)f to the King of Poland*. The dufcc 
cf Modena wanted money, the king of 
Poland wanted pidures. Thirty thou* 
land pounds acq9mmodated both. 

The dutchefs of Modma, daughter of 
the late regent of France^ has lived fevo- 
Tal years entirely at Paris. The French 

• Auguftus III. Elector of Saxoir^: 

gaiety 
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gaiety and the lUtUan gravity united arc 
Uke acids mixed with fweets; if tMc- 
ther, they form a confufed tafte -, if a- 
funder, each is relifhablc to different pa^ 
lates. 

About five miles from Modena ^fft en- 
tered into the pope's territories, ' and 
reached Bologna early in the afterhoom 
Here the firft dawnings pf Italitm fplen- 
dor appear, rifing above the horizon, 
and Ihining in the face of the workL 
The marbles, the piftures, the palaces, 
llrikc the eye with uncommon bright* 
nefs. Among innumerable others, w^ 
have juft now feen a pifture, reprefcnting 
only two figures, St. Peier and St. Paul. 
Many of our Englift) Virtuofi have bid 
high iois it i to me it appears invahiabl^. 
Perhaps the owner is of the {zxnt: opinion. 
This exquifite piece is by the hand of 
Cuido'^. 

, The road from Placentia to Bologna vsk 
dirough a flat evea country, with vaft 

' f Gui4h SmYfZ$ homritk this city, in 1575. 

mountains. 
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mountains, the Apenninesy at a diftance-^ 
Vineyards are planted on each fide of 
the road. The vines have a beautiful 
cfFed, by hanging in feftoons from one 
tree to another. The trees are generally 
white mulberries; among which, now 
and then, appears an oak. No ground 
is loft > every fpot between the trees is 
ploughed. Labour and induftry are fuf- 
ficiently apparent. People are wanting j 
where are they ? Afleep in convents ; or, 
if awake, counting beads ; calling idle- 
nefs, religiofl; lazinefs, piety, and floth, 
the command of God. 

Bologna is peculiarly fortunate, not 
only in being a territory of the holy fee^ 
but in being the birth-place of the pre- 
fcnt pope, BenediSl XIV. He is a man 
of literature, and a great encourager of 
arts and fciences. He has always adted 
with moderation in the ufe of his ecclefi- 
aftical pdwei* ; and has gone fo f ar as to 
abolifti a great number of thofe per- 
lucious exercil'e$ of devotion, flu^gifh 

holiday^. 
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iiolidays. He would proceed farther, ]£ 
he dared*. He is very old, near eighty^ 
but not infirm. He is of the family of 
Lamberiini. 

St. Petroniu/s f church here is very 
large. On the fame ipot, where tte 
high-altar now ftands, the emperor 
Cbarkf V* was crowned king oi Lorn- 
hardy^ by pope Clement VII. in the 
year i529J;. The happieft %SdSt of 

that 

* tid once ofiered all the italian ftmcts aii 
Btter abolition of all holidays, Sundays excepted ; 
which offer ptocared him the appellation of Fa^ 
fd Proteftante, the ProUfldni Pope* tint after long 
debates and Conftfltations, ettrf one ^f thdfe 
.princes rcjefted his holinefs's offer» and chofe td 
£0 on in die old way. JBaretiu He died in 175^^ 
aged S5. 

t Bp« of Sohgna in th6 5 th cenhiry, ilfid pa* 
tron of that city. The greateft curiofity in this 
church is the brdls meiidiaBi line, drawd By Cajiid^ 
the celebrated afbonom^^ of .which there is a 
iriew in WrightU Travels, taken from C^nV$ 
book; 

} CbarUi ^iffefted to ttoit^e^ in Ids pnblic efifrf 
Into Bfhffiat the ftat( an:d majefty thaf fu^ an 
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inlverfal ^wct tb iMfy. 

The G^&ednd,, ddlkated «o St. #'M^ 

has been decorated,., and even ttu^MHMd 

a^iird psufti by the pTefeit p«^. In it 

h the l)uri^^ult ctf* Hip lAimtmiiH, 

*;The feterial interidir <:ha|ids^ aH ^dteiia. tto- 

a tiegitee of neaftitsfi, arc mofe df TSteh 

lyta\i6£uhy ra^gnifi(tent» dthef l)y ^e- 

tui^9 <3fr by ii6riuAients« SdiMfe^a Wtdk. 

i«ffles. without many valuable prefents 

£^m thef^^i^ 9>thls ftst ^ ^hb >mA&^ty*. 

j[udg;e flicn, iinata- the utifpicious iHfltip 

, ienceof fuch a !ftar, libw lk)nilfliliig*the 

univeriity oSSologna mvSt be» eiptecial]^ 

^^^a^ferfHtiftfed, 'te^b y*» %=jr*t, *y^*tait 
j;reat fcldier,, and greater ^hilttfo^ba*,. 

'fimperor^ with, the humflity btfcomiq£ an obecti* 
' '6ox roa of the church ; and while at the liead of 
[' twenty thouiand veteran toiditn, able to give 
' kw to all Italy, lie'kheele(l down to Idft the Icet 
, of tljAt very .po|>e whom he had b lattlj Stained. 

»,exifoner,^ TUi^/cih 



tZemf Fer4iwmd Afyi^W^^^^ ^ «^cp«ft- 
«9f7 % aUr tihiB t)r4nchf$ of ^9^ ^u)|l 
^oraameiiial fcnowlc^ ! Whatpver is 
fiifie i)r fQmftrkable Jo i^rt ^ 0d(uf^ i¥«gf 
4dc found in jthis xqx>SfiQry. Sv/ei^ iq^ 
ence has its fchoo}. In the W»$!msr 
Cchopl we faw an Eg^ian mummy, with 
the face uncovered, and ^ ^reat hold 
left where the iiofe had been. Two 
wiutc Ibueads fu|)p^e4 thp place of ty/tB^ 
The figvre ^pearedt hideous cvfin to ^ 
^gffi^ ^f horror. It fmek efsceffivi^ 
ftrong of fpices. Wi)ii wh^t ^ v^t^^p^y 
ftf •ijiip^rftitift? «s4 fcif-lov'e ^?pj the 

^<$h44 abopwJ ! Ifew fo^d m v? *^ 

t]^«b9iitwi9 ^Wcfe ^domieffiiBre;^Jb9Krd 
^fesri^Me yQ9i(?> IMHt ^>$ us ;p^|p ;«g4 

<pr»pJ« great ^ant of f hftt «^ ! 

. ^Wo;?g w wy ,««ci«* tabksts,^ .1 ;^Qfc 

• Cpjmt Jlfer/?^// iU^Ld jiii 17301 in ifhc Siittli 
year of his ^e. His miHtaiy charade): reeeived 
aa indelible ftain by the forrender of OU Bri/a$ 

Ft particular 



ii LET T E R Vt 

piiticular notice of one, which, from iii 
tnfcription and its iize, carried in it Ibnie- 
thing of fingularity. The ftone was an 
oblong fquare, about a foot and a half 
one way, and half a foot the other. The 
infcripdon was this ; 

A-TERENTIUS-ANTIOCHUS-: 
SIBI • ET • AMICIS • SyiS ♦. 

Suppofing this tablet to have been placed 
over the door of an houfe newly built by 
Ter. Antiochusy what can be more ex- 
preffively elegant ? 

When I viewed and coniidered atten- 
tively every apartment, and its furniture, 
in the academy of dus opulent city, I 
could not help wifhing, that we had fome 
fimilitude to it in either of our Englifii 
univerfities. We hare, there a pifture- 
gallery, but no painters ; an anatomy* 
fchool, but no furgeOns. We abound in 

• " A. TERENTIUS- ANTIOCHUSr FOR 
V HIMSELF AND HIS FRIENDS. »• 

trifles. 
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trifles, and arc proud of flicwing Oliver 
Cromweirs Ikull, Prefident Braijhwif% 
hat, and a Cbinefe pack of cards. With 
what contempt and indignation muft a 
Ruffian look upon the Czar of Mufcavy\ 
dram-cup ? . It is true, all thefe minutU 
have been prefcnts ; but the Mufeum at 
Bologna hz% from its firft inftitution, de- 
l^ifed childilh toys, and only received 
valuable curiofities* 

The books, which are both numerous 
and valuable, are not at prefent to be 
fcen. They are taken down. A new 
library is fitting up to receive them. It 
is a room of fine proportion, and will 
contain an hundred thoufand volumes.' 
The whole is finifhing at the expence of 
the Pope. The flielves are all fixed. 
The cafes are faced with the fineft wal- 
iiut-tree,^ - and the workmanlhip is nice 
enough to remind us oi England. 

Here ends my account of one of the 
0neft cities in Italy. I have lofl: no time 

F3 in 



ill making as mafljr retmrks iu^ I tot^ > 
bekg ftlUf refdv«d eo giye you 4H th$ 
|AformatiOA in the po^er of, 

« • 

JOUf faiUifUjI humble lenrant,' 
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^ arrived h^ qi^ i3^e 23d inlbrtt 



ia the aftcjcnopn. Our jour-, 
11^ Mtker from ^^o^i^ wa^ performed 
ai^ a cky wd 4»^ bftlf. ^Jie afcc^t of tha 
J^patm&i W4sm^it]>^.dafig|^pu4 nor far 
ii^ng. As ioQn ^ 3i^ qi;H(ted the j^(7/((;gE- 
a^y and entered k^to the Tufi:a» territo- 
ries, the road was fine, ^{ld our defeents 
^ad aicents ^rpriiingly ^afy. Scarce any- 
public work can redound more to the 
honour of the prefent emperor, as duke 
of Tufc^fiy, thafi this new road^ It is 
carried on in fuch a manner between the 
Apennines^ that the Monte Juovo *, a kind 

of 

* ^^ Thh mountain is called Jn^vo by Mon<- 

F*4 ficur 
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of twin-brother to Minmf Cenis^ is cnJ 
firely avoided. 

I have often wifhed th^ nmong th« 
various charities in Ef^land^ the falbion* 
^ble current of legacies to the public 
mighl: run in a different channel from 
what it has hitliert^ done^ Libraries we 
liave enough. Hospitals enough. Sup- 
pofc fums of money were left to the im^^ 
provement and cpnftant amendment of 
public roads. Could there be a more: 
patriot virtue, or a furer acquifitionof 
perpetual fame ? ^atues, momimential 
pillars, and pyramids, (inftead of bur 
prefent plain mile-ftones) might be ereft-^^ 
ed in the different farts of tyrea^Britmn^' 
where fuch legacies were appointed to 
take ^ace. The memory of the donors 
might be preferved by pompous infcrip- 
tions engraven on brafs or marble. The 

fiieur MiJ/bn (Letter xxxii) and fqme geographers. 
By Mr/WrigBtf a more modern traveller, it is 
jcalled Giogo (vol. ii. p. 432.) and it is fo calle4 
fcp the Florentines.*^ 
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txz of timipikes might foon be Icffcned, 
and in time entirely abolilhed. If I go 
farther in purfuit of this hint, ybu will 
think me as troublefoiiie to you, as the 
prc^ftor Henriques appears to every mi- 
nifter, whom his majefty employs.-*--! 
haften therefore to reaflfume my travels. 

Within a mile of two of Florence we 
ftcpt fome few paces out of the road, to 
fee a fmall country-houfe belonging to 
the emperor, called PratoUno. The wa- 
ter-works at this place muft have been 
made at an immenfe expence* They are 
entirely in the old tafte ; but that old 
tafte, by not having been vifible in 
England fpr many years paft, is now be- 
come fo new, that, at Icaft, it gave \is 
the pleafure of novelty, and made us re- 
coUedl the delights and amufements of 
our childhood. The houfe of PratoUno 
has nothing belonging to it very beauti- 
ful, except the fituation. On the out- 
fide, it is a plain and an heavy building. 
The rooms are not many : moft of them 

^rc 
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a(e large. > bi tiic upper Ai»]i ii a Iktk 
tkettie,. whe««> dttriog the reigmt of tjba 
MeMci, o^^rasi were coiiftan% aiSbQd» ui 
the fumtuer^feaToiL The houfe m kept 
in exccliait order jiod tepair, aor arc tih« 
water-works totally neglefted ; but a dfi- 
ferted palace has^ 4he face of vmtu Bron 
iolina has had its day *. 

In the approach to the «Qity of Fi^ 
rtncCy the little country-feats, which, at© 
very numerous, very white^ and promife 
cuoufly difperfed anxmg the hills and 
ever-greens, have a moft pleafing dSedf, 
to the eye. A triumphal apch^ juft 
6ni{hed, crowned with an equeftriaa 
ftatue of the prefent emperor, adds t^ 
Hie beauty of the approach. We are 
lodged near the Arno, and within fight 

• At this palace the late duke of Tork was clcr 
gantiy entertained, in his return from Leghorn 
to Florence^ April %^ 1 7 64, and cxprefied bknfclf 
highly pleaftd with tbc happy difpofitioii pf tht 
fountains, grottos, water-works, and other dcco^ 
rations of the gardens which furround that beai^f 
tiful feat. _ 

3 »^ 
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tff Ae moft beautiful bridge m the world, 
Ji ptmft detta Trinita ♦. The Arno di-v 
fide» the cky into two unequal parts. 
It 19 natigabte for fmall vefiels from Flo^ 
rente to the fea^ In the midft of fum* 
xner, it c^a wants water. In the win* 
ter-feafen, it often overflows. You 
may judge that fuch Extremes are by no 
ineans advantageous to trade. 

Florence J and indeed moft of the towns 
|n Itafy^ except Bvlogna^ are in a viGble 
itate of decay. I have peeped into the 
fhrentine gallery. Language cannot dc- 

* It was made by Jmmanatif a celebrated Fh* 
ftntim fculptor and archite^^ the old bridge hav- 
ing beca carried ftway by an incmdatioa in the 
year 1557* The arches of it, after a riie of a few 
^Kt from the place where chey fpring, are turned 
in the form of a cycloid ; a parttcnlarity which* 
they fay, no other bridge in the world has. It a| 
fjl of fine white marble, and there are four ftatpes 
of the fame, reprefenting the four feafons, tw<| 
placed at each end of the bridge. IVright. 

Mr. Wright has given a draught of it, take^ 
by Signor Galilei^ the great djike's architedt 

fcribc 
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fcribe it in iti true pcrfc&ion,^ nor can 
4ny copy reach the beauties of the origi- 
nal Vfnus. In the fan^e room, which is 
diftinguilhcd by the name of the Tribune^ 
are placed the Dancing Faun \ the Venus 
viSlrix •, the Venus cakjiis % the Slave ivbet^ 
Sing his knife ; and the fVreftlers ♦. You 
Iwive fecn copies of the Dancing Faunf^ 
You would conftantly turn your eyes 
from them after having feen (he original. 
Mirth a^d a kind of thoughdefs, pleaf- 
ing folly, appear in the countenance i 
(Irength and agility in the limbs. Th^ 
Venus vi^rix and the Venus c^lefiis mi^t 
ajppear fine ftatues, if the Ve^tus de Mf" 

^ Flaminius Facia% as quoted by Montfiuuw in 
his Itifterarium Italicum^ fays, that ** this group 
^* was dug up in his tim^ heUutt St. JoMs gate 
♦' in Rome." Thert is a print of it in Mgntfagi^^ 
con^s antiquities. 

t Michael Angeh is faid to have added the head^ 
iind arms to it ; but the piece is originally afcribfd 
to Praxiteles. " It is not poliflied, but remark» 
ably fmooth.'* ' 
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did were hot in the fame room. The 
Venus viSlrioc is not entirely naked. She 
has the apple, the enfign of her triumph, 
in her hand. Tht Venus ccsleftis''^ (or 
Urania) is lefs naked than the VenUs vic^ 
irix : She is adjufling her hair, and has a 
diadem upon her head. Both thefe fta- 
tues are larger than the life, both in ex- 
a£l proportion. The virtuofi are divided 
in their opmiori o£ the Slave f. Some 
think it a ftatue in honour of that fer- 

• This ftatue is by Hercnks Ferrata* Sec an 
accoant and the draught of thefe ftatues in the Mw^ 
/turn Florentinum. 

t The WrtftUrs^ the Faun^ the Zla^vi^ and 
the Vitms d$ Medich were extremely well call in 
copper fay Signor S$ldam for the great duke of 
Marlhorougbf and are now at Bknheim. Copies of 
them by the fame artift had been previoufly order- 
^ by queen Anne, intended as a prefent to his 
grace, but a change in the miniflry intervening, 
they were countermanded, and ftill remain at 
tlvnnci., The earl of MaccUsfield alfo, at S her Bom 
caftle, has admirable copies of the Venus and 
famt^ caft for the tatc carl by Signpr Pietro Ci* 
fTientf* 

vant. 



'^nant, who, by itfbcmng and cMtinitkig 
bk wopk, difoorered Ca^Sne*scooffimcfn 
Others think k the ftacue tJlf w&dit^ UJth 
wiuSy the fsonoufi Ranum augnc, wbog be* 
mg chatte&ged hff 3'arqimms JVifimi to 
•give a pcoaf of Iub art, cut a iftone ia 
two with a raEor. The karaed hsM cib- 
je^Bons to thb ktoer je^qpiaitttaon. i 
Jiave neither koowkdlge, ttmc, qor iocH- 
jfMtion to aiifwer them : but i ^cotild aat 
"C^ierve in the figure the kaftfjunpttiiss 
of a liilener. It ieems to bi? a fCjSoti 
whetting his ko^e;, ^if fy^ kmc gf^t 
and mighty purpofe^, and ^A 4kt Suaoie . 
time looking *vtp <o hottr^ to imptorc 
afliftance, or to attend .die approach df a 
^od omca The TFrfJilerj {Pawafi- 

^Hisloidlhip's.cQige&ure is wiUlibttioScd. On: 
jthe reverfe of a coia lOf .die uhtmite .fiunUx# ia 
IHe great duke'^s coHo^Uon, this 6|;{]re^jpearsjo 
be the flayer oi Marfyas^ who is repi;eiented hvug^ 
\xig on a tree, while this butcher Is *^ Whetting 
^'hiskmfe/' and r^^eeiving £r€91oA8 ffdm Jf" 

t 



^^P m the weik of aOresum ftatMrf,: 

iioppofol die admimble ^dformano^ of 
»JM$M»» the daibiple ef ^gdad^ amoog 
whofe works P/rair^ mention^ 

Sut fccjrfmddmi til is the Venus. There 
I faw artis^futnmum o$us. Human power 
can go no further. Her head, as you 
majT J^emember by the cqpies, turns a 
iUde tOiVMidB itm left ihouyer; H^r 
^bWHis ^npc ^jiscod^ ^as ^inodefty would 
;]|^tace ihem : h^r body indincs, and "her 
iight leg advances forward* ^Bui the 

^gdA^oixk^nuiidsfyniiMtiy-Af body, 1^^ 

* > ' 

The works of Mjtom are celebrated for iheir 
tendemefs and delicacy by ^intilian, (B. xiii. C 
to.) and on his brazen cow, in particular, there 

are near forty epigram* in the Ambolo^ia* 

hands, 
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hands, and head \ are juft and de-« 
licate to the utmoft degree of perfo:' 
tio(i f. I will leave her with you ; and 
retire, till next poft afliires you that I 
am, dear fir, - 

your true and faithful 

humble fenrant; 

C O R R £• 

• ** Mr. RicbarJ/on thiilks <&e hitaA fomewlut 
too little for the bodf. See his Trawbg p. ^$/* 
. f This inimitable Statue, which was foiu^ at 
Tn/oli, formerly fiood in the M0£ci palace on 
mount FtMcio at Rome, from whence, together with 
the Wbettir abore-mentioned, it wat brought to 
Fhnnci. hj order of duke CofM9 DL The inicrip- 
tion on die bafe ihews it to be the work of Cln* 
mines, the fon of Jpellodoms. Mr. AdSfim fyy; 
** he had fereral reafims to believe that die name 
<< of the fculptor on the pedefial is not fo old aa 
« the ftatttc.** 
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Florence, Oftober 30th, 1754. 

I Have given you time enough, deaf 
fifj to confider the beauties of Venu^^ 
Let us quit the Tribune^ and look into 
the other fix rooms, that arc adjoining to 
different parts of the gallery. They are 
not all equally valuable, but each room 
contains various curioGties, not to be 
found in England^ nor in any other part 
of lialy. Florence feems to have engrofled 
the treafures of the whole eartji. She is, 
what the old poet fays of Great Britaifty 

A wor^d within herfelf, with wonders 
bleft. 

One of the largcft rooms within the gal* 
lery is now almoft entirely filled with, 
portraits of eminent painters, all drawn 

G by 
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by themfclves *. Sir Godfr^ Kneller is- 
placed on high. He looks fierce, and 
by his drcfs and pofture, . fecms ^fitter to 
hold a truncheon than a pencil. I fmiled 
to fee Liotard there, in his ^urkijh habit •^ 
a drefs which has impofed upon many 
Englijh chriftians, who thought him an 
excellent painter, becaufc he appeared 
to be a ^urL He has exhibited himfelf 
in crayons, and in remarkable difpropor- 
tion. The immortal Raphael t Urbino 
in fonle meafure. keeps the pretended 
Mahometan in countenance, by having 
left a reprefentation of his own perfon, . 
far (hort of that exquifitc power and> 
perfeftion, to which he afterwards at- 
tained f. On reviewing the whole col* 
k6lion, that trite but applicable line ia- 
Martial immediately occurred, 

• There were a hundred-and thirtf-fevfen whfit' 
Mr. MlJ/hn was at Florence in i638. 
' t i?^^^/'«^poTtrait makes no great £gure^ wil 
he muft eertaii^ly have been very yoong at ite 
time of this performance. Kt^fitr* 

Sunt 
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^tM bona^ funt quadam mediocria^ fant 
mala plural 

\h the facne room, between the windows,' 
is pkced a magnificent ftatne of cardinal 
Leopold de^ Medici^. ^ It is to him that 
the Florentine gallery is indebted for it$ 
greateft and rareft curiofities. He was 
the fon of Cofr4d II» and the brother of 
Perdinand II, fucceflive grand dukes of 
Tufcany. He had judgment and know- 
ledge to diredt^ and at the fame time,' 
fortune and power to affift his tafte. 
He was, as the infcription on the pe-^ 
dedal of his ftatue juftly defcribes him^ 
Omnis erudilionis el elegantia ajfertbr. 

The other rooms are different fcenes 
of the power of art. Various pieces of 
the whiteft ivory, turned in the jriccft 

• This ftatue is of white marble, and Antly tcx- 
t^uted by Giov^£dttifia foggini. The carding \% 
in a fitting attitude, and over him this infcription, 
itmper rtBUSy femper idem. •* Always ju^ and 
^* alwaysthe fame," Keyjlet. 

G 2 mztxn^^ 
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manner ; many of them the works of tb^ 
grand dukes, and the. princes of the 
houfe of Medici *. Amber cabinets, ori* 
ental alabaftcr, precious ftones, lapis la'- 
zuliy inlaid tables, porcelain, cryftal, e- 
very fpecies of virtic. Three reprefcn- 
tations in coroured" wax-work wilT for ever 
llrike my memory with horror and admi- 
ration. One is the different progrels of 
decay upon human bodies after de^th, 
from the moment they are laid into their 
difmal receptacle, to the laft abolition of 
the flefli, a fkcleton. The fecond is a 
moft melancholy reprefentatioa of the 
ftate of pcrfons either dead, or dying, of 
the plague. Thefe are, both, in glals 
cabinets, preferved with the utmoft nice- 
ty. They were executed during the 
reign of Ferdinand! f , while the plague 
raged in Florence. The operator lived 

* A round box here wis turned by the Czar 
Teter the Greaty a pair of chandeliers by PHnce 
Theodore of Ba-variay &«. 

t He died in i6©9. 

only 
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ofily to finifti his work, and then fell a 
▼i6bim to the cruel peftilence, which he. 
had rcprefented *. The third (the firft 
performance of the fame author) is an 
head. The (kin from the fkuU is turned 
down from one fide of the face, and the 
glands are plainly^ too plainly, difcover. 
ed. In viewing thefe pieces, each ipec- 
tMor endeavour*? to fly, but cannot. He 
tries to turn away his eyes, but cannot. 
He (lays againft his will, and is chained 
againft his inclination. " Now get you 
** to my lady's chamber, and tell her, 
** let her paint an inch thick, to this fa- 
" vour fhe muft come.*' 

I ' have omitted to teli you, that the 
walls of feveral of the feven rooms, 
particularly of the J^ribune^ are covered 
with the works of Raphael^ Titian^ Paul 
Veronefe^ ^inioret^ Vandycky and the fineft 

• Thefe admirable pieces were the workman - 
ihip of Crejetano Julio Zummo, a Sicilian ecclefi- 
fAiQf whofe pi6tare hangs near them. Keyjler^ 

G 3 performances 
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performance^ of the fincft matters^ Some 
EngUfi portraits, particularly the earl dF 
OJfory and general Monck^ reminded me 
of my diftant country. An head in wax 
of Oliver Cromwell * carries on it all the 
marks of «* a great wicked man." It 
bears the ftrongcft charafteriftics 6f 
boldnefs, fteadinefs, fenfe, penetration, 
and pride. It is faid to have been taken 
off from his face after his death. I can- 
not yield to that aflertibn, Thcf mufdei 
are ftrong and lively •, the look is fierce 
and commanding. Death finJjLS the fea* 
tures, renders all the mufcles languid, 
and flattens every nerve. I dare lay, the 
duke of Tufcarrj^ then reigning [Ferdi^ 

^ *' It is w^ll known that the grand dake o£ 
*f Tu/cany gave 500 1. to a relation of Cromwell 
*/ for his piflure by Walker. This portrait is 
*< now in thepaUcc Pitti 2it Florence, where there 
•^ is a celebrated caft of his face." Granger*% 
Biographical Hiftory, vol. ii. part i. p. 6. 

The caft (mentioned above) is in the gallery of 
the Old Palace, 

nand 
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HMdlL] thought it an honour to afk, 
and receive fo valuable a prefent i*. The 
face was certainly finiftied durante vitd : 
Ac fuccceding times rendered the avow- 
al of fuch a gift impolitic, and the in- 
ftance of fo fkridt a perfonal friendfhip 
0iamefuL 

The antiquities of Rame have filled 
another chamber. The eye is loft and 
confounded amidft y^//^, Owxa/, lucern^^ 
€laviSj vafa, minfa et culin^ dnftrumenta^ 
€ocbleariay patdU *, et 4setera^et c^etera^ 
ti c^tira. 

. t I» Thurlo^s StaU Pafars, vol. iii. p. 147, ff 
A letter from the great diike'a principd fecretary 
to hU reiident Sal<uatti in England, (dated Fk^ 
unch f^^* ^o, 165^,) offering " to the lord 
" protestor's highnefs a prefent of twenty-four 
•* che|b of feveral forts of wines, a fign of the 
'' great duke's moft obfeqaioos fervice to his 
*' highnefs, &c. befeeching him to be pleafej. 
' ^' to judge (even by foch a fmall toy) the true 
** intention and defirc he hath and ever will have 
** to fervc his highnefs in greater matters." 

• Chairs, boxes, lamps, keys, veflels, table ^nd 
Jptchea utcniils, fpoons, difhes, &c. 

G 4 Let 
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Let me again recoUeft myfelf to faf^ 
that the inlaid tables in the feveral 
rooms confift of jafper, topazes, agates, 
and all kinds of coloured marble fo nice- 
ly put together, as to form the moft 
beautiful figures, and the moft natural 
reprefentations of towns*, Woods, rocks, 
rivers, cattle, and people ; not to men- 
tion a certain broken pearl necklace, the 
beads of which my daughter -j- tried in 
vain to take up in her hand. Jt .would 
be worth the trouble of travelling twelve 
hundred miles, the diftance which I now 
coippute myfelf from you, to behold any 
one of thefe rooms ; but moft cfpecially 
the tribune. You fee the roof, height, 
and fhape of it, not the fize, in the lat? 
lord BurlingtcrCs falon at Cf^ifwick. 

The gallery itfelf fcems entirely re* 

• One of thefe mofalc Hone tables rcprefenti 
the town and port of Leghorn, lapis lazuli being 
|feid for the fea. Skippon^ ^ 

:j- J^ady f,u4^ £qjfle, ho^ vjfcountefs Torringlon. 

ferve4 
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fenred for antique bufts and ftatues* Of 
the former is a feries of the emperors 
pf Rome\ and fome of the empreflcs, 
from the firft.C^r down to Galienus. 
You will find an exaft catalogue of them, 
if my memory fcrves me, in lFrigbf% 
7 ravels f. • 

Among the ftatues, fcarce any one has 
ftruck me more than the figure, or ra* 
ther the face of Marfyas^ ftiiyed by Jpol- 
k^ and tied to a tree. It is a mafter- 
piece in its kind. Rage, pain, and difap- 
po;ntment appear moft ftrongly in the 
<:ountenance ; and poor Marfyas feems 
to anfwer the defcription of the damned, 
by weeping, wailing, and gnalhing his 
teeth J. 

Strangers are admitted to walk in the 
gallery all the morning, and to converfe 

• All except about fix. 

t Vol. ii. p. 397. 

t A print of this ilatue^ engraved by Boitard^ 
is inferted, as an ornamental piece, in Mr. Spen(e*% 
fohmetis, p. 30 1 ^ 

with 
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with marble gods and petrified emperom 
MS freely as they pleafc. The rooms 
within the gallery are kept under lock 
;and key -, no perfon is permitted to re- 
main alone in any one of them, even for 
a moment. S^ch a precaution, without 
doubt is ncccflary, as they contain mil* 
lions of little curiofities, that might be 
^afily filched by that kind of pick-pocket, 
who entires himfelf a Virtuofe. 

To-morrow we go to P//i, with an 
intention of fettling there during the 
wintcr-feafon. When we have taken a 
fufficient view of that univerfity, fo as to 
give you fome little account of it, you 
^all hear again firom 

your very faithful 

obedient fervanf; 

Cor k^ 
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PlTa, Noycmber 7 th, 1751* 

DEAR SIR, 

IN my laft I told you, that wc had 
thoughts of fettling here. It is irtir 
|>oflible. If either houfe, viftuals, or 
even neceffaries were to be had in Pifa^ 
we ihould be glad to remain in this city ^ 
iDUt in iu prefent ftate, camelions only cat| 
inhabit it. Horles indeed may graze and 
fatten in the ftreets. Human creatures^ 
unleis they, are IfalianSj cannot find lodg- 
ings or fubfiftencc. It is the fecond town 
in Tufcany-y it is an archbifhopric, and 
an univerfity. Pompous titles ! but ti- . 
ties only. Under the houfe of Medici, 
Pi/a may have been in vigour and prof. 
pcrity, yet I remember, Miffon men- 
tjons the. circumftance I juft now hinted, 

of 
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of grafs growing in the ftrccts*. AGJfcn 
wrote in the year i688-f-, in the reign of 
Cofmo III, who almoft conftantly refided 
in this city during the depth of -winter ; 
yet its atrophy was then begun, and now, 
I own, it appears in the lafl: ftage of a 
confumption. 

J^ifuy divided like Flounce hy the 
jfrno^ is fituated in a fine open country. . 
A broad magnificent quay with houies 
on each fide of the river, various ftatues, 
convents, and churches, the cathedral, 
the baptiftery, the bridge, the town-- 
houfe, and the hanging tower, are orna^ 
mental edifices, that, in defiance of po- 
verty and defolation, give an air of gran- 
deur to Pi/a J and make it appear Uke^ 4. 

* This circa mftance is alfo mentioned by Key^ 
Jfgr^ who was at Pi/a in 1730, and Dr, Smolla, 
who was there in 1765. 

•f Mr. Mfffott travelled with the earl of Arrant 
brother to th^ duke of Ormond. His traveb yitx^ 
jubliihcd (in French) in 3 vols. la"*, in 1691. 

f^ijT 
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feir city, which fome furious pcftilenoc 
has lately depopulated*. 
^ The penfile tower, built with fa much 
cxadnefs from the top to the bale, as to 
appear a kind of miracle to the ignorant J, 
is of a , round cylindrical form^ conv 

• In like manner Dr. Smollet : ** Pi/a is a fine 
** old city that ftrikea you with the fame venera- 
** tion you would feel at the fight of a temple 
^ which bears the marks of decay^ without being 
" abfolutely in ruins." 

X M. 4le la Condamine found by meafurement, 
that a plumb-line let down from, the top, touches 
the ground at the diilance of thirteen feet from 
the bottom of the tower. Moil writers are of opi« 
aion, that this- inclination* is accideatal, nor de- 
fignedy as the pedeflals of the pillars, Which ace 
under ground, are in the fame inclined pofition 
with thofe above, and even the fcaffold-holes, 
which remain unfilled, are all (loping. 

This tower was completed in the year 1 1 74, bjr 
one William^ a German^ perhaps the fame William 
who from 1175 to U79 was employed in re- 
building the choir of Canterbury^ where, it is ob- 
fcrvable, the capitals of the pillars are ytxy fimi- 
milarto thofe of Fi/a, approaching nearly to the 
Corintbiaiu 

, pofed 
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pofed of eight ftoncs of the whitcft mif^ 
ble, an hundred and eighty feet high. 

The cathedral is dark and gloomy,- 
large and magnificent ; a Gothk build-* 
ing •, fomething fingular, and not caGly 
defcribed, isdifguflful to the eye upon the 
firft entrance into it : I believe, from 
•the Confufion of orders-, Gothic arches 
being mixed whh Corinthian pillars*. 
The ceiling is gilt, and divided into 
compartments. A monument of an arcb- 
bilhop of Pifa is very fine, efpecially as 
fupported, by two ftatues of CharitIt 
and RECiciON. The pillars of the whole 
irhurch are all of marble and granite : 
different in their colours, not beautiful 

• Thcfc pillars, however, are not Greciart, buf 
ihat light, neat, modern Gothic^ ( juft mentioned) 
more properly ftiled Araheffue^ or Saracenic^ from 
its being £rft introduced, in the tenth century^ 
by the Arabians^ or Saracens, See Rhuls Gredofi 
Orders of ArthkeSurt^ p. 9. and Ikni ham's Hifi&ry 
•f Ely Ctahedrdj p. 36. where the reader wiff 
ibd a more accurate account oEGctific archi-*. 
tcaure than any yet publiflied. 
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ii^ their arrangement. The pavement 
is Mofaic. The gates are of brafs -f , ex- 
quxfitely wrought; they reprefent in 
finall figures, the whole hiftory of the 
bible. 

On the outfiSe of this cathedral, I took 
particular notice of a farcophagus, ftucL 
up awkwardly enough, againft the wall. 
It rcprefents in the true antique manner, 
the ftory of Venus, Adonis,and the boar.- 
At a corner I obferved a ftone, acci- 
dentally thruft in by the workmen, not^ 
at the original building, but to fupply 
fome vacancy made either by time or ac- 
cident, and fo little confpicuous,. that I 
had gone twice round the cathedral be- 
fore I perceived it. I?art of the infcrip- 
tion is broken off ^ the remainder is 
L AELIO- HADRIAN O- AN- 
TON! NO- AUGPIO- PONT- 
MAX- TRIE- POTEST 
111 PPNDUICEN' 

f- ** They are the vtoxli o£ Bonano Pjj/an<^ made 
" in the year ii8o» See Richard/giCs Travels^ 

I Ihall 
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- I fhall not trouble you with mart/ ' 
more quotations of, this fort, Gr^eviuSi 
CronoviuSj Giruter^ Montfaucon^ and many, 
other authors, being fo amply filled with 
infcriptions, that fcarce the miiiuteft 
fcrap can have efcaped them. As yet, 
to my great furprife and difappointment^ 
I have found few footfteps of ancient 
Rome ; not a portico, not an arch, not a 
column, to- be feen. The Goths and 
Vandalsy the Guelpbs and Giiielines^, the , 
more modern, but continued wars iri 
Tufcany^ muft have occafioned this great 
dearth of heathenifh reliques, which, if 
they are not fo facred as the thumbs of 
faints, . or the thigh-bones of martyrs^ 
are at leaft, as fatisfaftory and much 
more inftruftive. 

• The fa^ttons of the poj>es smd thtf cmperori : 
the ftrft fo called from Guelfh duke of Brnjariui 
in the xith century ; the othei from a village in - 
^uahia gifren as a watch- word to the army of 
Conrad III. in the xiith century, ty Frtdetick his 
brother, who had been educated there« 

Yefterdayy 
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Tfcfterday, we went to view a city of 
the greateft traffic in Italy^ LeghorHj 
[Livorno]. It is a free port, belonging ta 
the dukes of Tufcdfiy^ on the Mediter^ 
ranean^ which, however boiftetbiis and 
paffionate at fome times, Appeared to us 
placidy and fmooth as glafs. The ftrcetst 
of Leghorn are ftrait ; the chief ftreet is 
^eiy broad, and proportionably long. 
The fqUare is very fpacious and hand- 
fome, not regular, but originally in- 
tended to haVe had buildings in every 
dflc of the four fides, exaftly anfwera- 
ble to each other. The great church, 
which conftitutes part of the fquare, is 
magnificent) the ceiling of it is finely 
painted. The houfes were originally 
built low and regular. As the inhabi- 
tants have increafed, they have added 
ftory upon ftory,and have entirely broken 
in upon the uniformity^ Paintings in 
frefco have formerly decorated the out- 
fidc of every houfe in the great ftreet. 
Time, weather^ and alterations have al- 
ii moft 
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moft quite defaced the paintings. Leg^ 
hortiy before the rife of the houfe of Afe- 
diciy belonged to the republic of Genoay 
who exchanged it with Cojmo^ the firft 
great duke of Tufeatrfy for Sarzana*. 
Both parties had their advantage in the 
exchange. Sarzana lay on the borders 
of Genoaj Leghorn on thofe of ^ufcany *^ 
but CojmOy and his two. fons Francis and 
Ferdinandy who, in their turns, were his 
fiicceflbrs, judicioufly forefaw the advan- 
tage that might be made of its fituation. 
They built walls round the city. They 

* The writers of iHxt Uni'ver/al Modern Hifiorj 
Jvol. X. 570. and xiii. J86.) fay, that ** Leghorn 
*' was fold to the Florentines for 1209000 ducats 
** by Thomas Frego/ot doge o£ Genoa, in 142«/' 
about a hundred years before Cofmoi the firfl great 
duke was born. Other writers a&m that Charles 
VIII. took Leghorn: from the Genoefe, and gave it 
to the Fkrentinesy in 1495* Xeyifler agrees with 
our author, ^nd even the Modern Hiftorians, in % 
fubfequent part of their wbrk, (vol. xvi. p. 216.) 
fay alfo, that '^ Leghorn was obtained in exchange 
** [ox Sarxana.'* 

fenced 
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fenced thofe walls with forts. Thef 
cleared and drained the marfhes, that 
liad long rendered the place unwhole- 
feme and uninhabited*. They efta- 
blifhed the freedom of the port, and 
formed two mqft commodious harbours^ 
the one for larger, the other for fmalkr 
veflcls. They made the city an afyiuni 
againft arrefts for debt. You will allow 

• In the rcign of the grand-duke Ferdinand IT, 
Sir Rohert Dudley ^ fon of the earl oi Leiceftet^ who 
afTumed his grandfather's title of doke of Nor^ 
thumherlandt and refided ziFlorencey became famous - 
on account of that great projed, which he formedii 
6f draining a vail trad of morafs between P^a 
and the fea, and raiiing Leghorn, which was then 
a mean andjpitiful place, into a large and beau* . 
ti^ul town» improving the haren by a mole. See* 
and having engaged his ferene highnefs to declare • 
it a free port, he, bj his influence and correfpon- 
dences, drew many Englijh merchants to fettle and 
fet up houfes there. For thefe and other great 
iervices, the grand-duke fet^ed on him a peniion 
of 2doo fequins, [900 1. fterling] and ga^e him 
the caftle of CorbeUo^ &c« Biographia BritannUih 
vol. iii. p. 18 1 2* ^ 

H a ihi» 
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this to be a refinement upon .the fchemdf 
of Romulus. Every point of policy, o- 
mittcd or uncompleted by the firft great- 
duke, and his eldeft fon, was fupplied 
by the wifdom of Fetdirmnd^ who con- 
firmed and fecured the wealth and trade 
of this new mercantile world. Fifa only 
fuffered by the completion of fo wife af 
fcheme. She fi>on became a deferred 
city: her inhabitants left her. They 
haftened to meet that amazing concourfe 
of merchants, who fwarmed every day to 
Leghorn. Unhappy Pifa ! once a pow- 
erful republic, afterwards enflaved by 
many mailers, now, as I before' remark- 
ed, una cittUy univerfiiOy tt menie \ 

Neither the chriflian piety of Cofmoj 
nor of Francis^ nor even of Ferdinand^ 
who had been a cardinal, hindered them 
from eftablilhing in Leghorn^ thofe ne- 
teffary inftruments of trade, the jAvs. 
The thriving fons of Ifrael have a parti- 
cular quarter of the town afligned for 

• " A city, an uaircr^ty, and aoth&ig.'' 

their 
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tiieir abode. At prefent their number 
is fourteen thoufand. All religions are 
exercifed peaceably by the JUvornianSy 
who appear, as a modern author exprefles 
himfelf, « like a hive of bees without 
" one fting of devotion." The inhabi- 
tants of Leghorn ebb and flow, from 
three to five and forty thoufand people, 
f ompofed of evefy nation under the fun. 

Let us return, through a very de- 
lightful fdreil:, from Leghorn to Pifa, 
the diftance only fourteen miles. 

Antiquarians affirm, not without fome 
degree of probability, that Pifa was ori- 
ginally built by a Grecian colony, who 
fettling in Etruria^ denominated their 
^ew town, the fame as that which they 
had quitted in Peloponnefus. Virgil h 
brought as a witnefs to this aflcrtion : 
Hos parerejubent Alfhea ah orinne Pif^y 
Urbs Etrufcafolo f. 

* ^ttiid. X. vcr. 179; 
^e/&, ^.Tnfean town, fappUcs tkcfe bands, 
fifai firft fonnded by Alpbtan handa. 

Wright. 

H 3 Virgil^ 
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Firgil, throughout his ^neid^ has ftudit. 
oufly taken care to celebrate the places 
pf moft notoriety in his own time. I 
cannot therefore avoid indulging myfelf 
in the thought, that I am noW treading 
on Claflic ground. The fituation of the 
city, on a fine river, in a plain, fertile; 
champaign country, the approach on 
^very fide eafy and delightful, the air as 
healthy and as warm as that of Naples^ 
were circumftances adapted to (ireciaf^ 
luxury, and fuch as left no perceptible 
alteration in t^ie exchange of Pcloponffe-* 
fus for l^truria. 

I am juft returned from viewing the 
great-duke's palace. It is rather an cxr 
ipcUent houfe than a royal dwelling. It 
4s fituated on one of the quays, and corn-» 
pands a prof^ft of the Arno. 

The bury ing-placc {H can^o fanto] is 
cncompafled by a Gottnc cloifter, like 
that of Weftminfter, but in an objong 
fquare*. Miracles attend every inch of 

the 

' t Its inner area is filled with earth which was 

tgroogh^ 
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the /acred ground. They arc undoubtedly 
recorded by many legendary writers* I 
will not add to the number. 

Around the walks of the cloifter, are 
ranged many farcopbagi^ fome very 
fine, in alio relievo. They were found 
in different parts of Europe^ and brought 
hither, as to a repofitory, by the pur- 
chafe and commUnd of the former great- 
dukes of Tufcany. 

The aqueduft, which fupplies the in- 
habitants with water, is a plain noble fa- 
bric. It is built on large brick arches 
four miles in length. I beheld with 
aftoniftiment fo expenfive, and fo bene- 
ficial a public work. Two large refer- 
voirs receive the water, and fupply two 

brought irom Jerti/dkmf In 1228, as ballaft, in the 
galleys of the Pifans when they returned from 
warring with the Turks ^ and from thence takes 
it8 name : it was begun to be built in the year 
12^9, and was finifiied in 1278. It is the pro- 
perty, they fay, of Jnu/ahm'tzxih to reduce a 
l^y to a fkeleton in twenty-four hours. Wright. 

H4 perpetual 



104 L E T T ER IX. 

perpetual fountains, that are at once an 
j ornament, a refrefhment, a convenience, 
and an advantage to the city. I blulhed 
to think, that I had ^ver fcen Cbiajffide- 
conduit, and that I (hall probably fee 
^gain, in various parts of Londcn^ th^ 
letters F. P. to notify water, and a Fire- 
Plug^ fomewhere or other to be found, 
if diligently fought for ypon very emer^ 
gent occafions. The grand-duke Fer^ 
dinand^ has mapy (tatues, and man/ 
pompous infcriptions, throughout 7i(/2:<9^ 
;jy, to his honour. His Aqueduct at Pifa 
records his praifes witji greater truth, 
and more juftice^ than ^ his oth^r mo^ 
numents^ 

If ypu arc not tired, permit jnc to 
conduft you to the baths of Pifa^ which 
are two miles diftant from the town. 
They are large, handfpmc, and conveni- 
ent, far mprc commpdioufly contrived 
than the baths in $cmerfetjhir^. Any 
perfon may occupy a fingle room, in 
yrhich he will find a bath, 9 fire-place, 

w4 
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and fufficient fpace for a bed*. The 
waters are as hot as thofe of the ^eeif% 
hatb^ and much of the fame nature. The 
lodging? (part of the great-duke's re* 
venue) are dear in refpedt of liafy^ cheap 
in relped of Tunbridge^ Batb^ and BriftoL 
All provifions are brought in from the 
neighbouring common-wealth of Lucca. 
The city oi Pifa cannot afford meat, or 
even greens or garden-fruits of any kind. 
The buildings are new. A rocky roman- 
tic hill rifes clofe behind them, of which 
the greateft part is covered by a wood of 
ftrubs confifting of juniper and myrtles; 
The buildings, the hill, the rocks, and 
the wood, afford a moft pleafing prof- 
pe£t to the eye — 

ffuUus in orhe ftnus Baits fr^eluc^t amcenis\l 

In the feafon, which is the midft of 
(ummer, great numbers of people refort 

^ Dr. D9minuetV% baths, &c. at Chelfia^ feenit 
in (bme meafure, formed on this model. 
f Hor. Lib. 1. Epift, i. njer. 83. 
^o bav with Dlcafant Bains can compare* 

i, to 
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to thefe baths, more for the benefit of 
bathing than of drinking the waters *. 
When the company is abfent, I have 
ieldom feen a place more fuitably adapt- 
ed to ftudy and contemplation. 

My next fhall be from Florence ; we 
are determined to winter there. I have 
been fo long in my vifit, that I muft 
haften to take leave. Adieu, 

C O R K ^. 

• The hot fprlngs of Tu/cany were choaked up 
by the Barbarians. The famous countefs M^tiUat 
in 1 1 13» repaired and made nfe of them ; but the 
focceeding ages of barbarifm again choaked 
them» till about the year 1743 they were dii^ 
Covered at the foot of mount St. GiuU^no not far 
from Pi/af and being again rebuilt, they are at thi^ 
time [1763] vaftly frequented for their medicinal 
virtues. Univ* Med. Hift, . vol. xiii. p» 269. 

In MontfaucoM^s Antiquities is an inner view of 
that part of the ancient Baths of Pi/a called Lw 
cmcum^ takeiv from a de%n of Cardinal JVtr//. 
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Florence, November 29tli, 1754. 

BEHOLD me, « wduld thou 
couldft," as Shake/pear fays, again 
(ituated and fixed among all the rarities 
of the European world •, again, my valu- 
able friend, in the neighbourhood of Ve* 
pus\ again near ilPonte della TrinifdiSL- 
gain- under the proteftion, and often un* 
ider the roof of a gentleman who ftudies 
to make us happy, Horatio Manny Efq; 
his Majefly's miriifter to the emperor as 
duke of Tufcany. I wi(h you knew him ; 
I wifli he knew you. He does honour 
to our nation. He lives elegantly and 
generoufly. He never fails in -any point 
of civility and kindnefs to his country- 
men. The politenefs of his manners^ 
and the prudence of his conduct, are 

ihining 
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lliining examples both to the Britons and 
Italians. He is the only perfon I have 
ever koown, whom all Englijhmew agree 
in praiGng. He has the art of conquer- 
ing our prejudices, and taming our fierce- 
nefs. Sigh with me, that fuch a man 
fliould be fubjcft to perpetual head-achs, 
and to that delicate frame of conftitu- 
tion» which is io ofDcn, and ^ eafiljr, 
diflocated ; even to a degree, that almofl: 
unhinges life itfclf, or at leaft weakens 
and renders it difficult to repair. He 
is fortunate in the friendftiip, fkill, and 
care of bis phyfician doftor Cocbi^ who 
Jias formerly been in England mth the 
late -lord Huntingdon. The dodor is 
much prejudiced in favour of the Englijh^ 
though he refided. fome years among us. 
He is a man of moft extenfive learning ; 
underllands, reads, and fpeaks, all the 
European languages, is ftudious, polite, 
xnodeft, humane, and inftrudtive. He 
•jvill always be admired and beloved by 
dU who know him. Could I live with 

^ thefe 
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tbefe two gentlemen only, and converfe . 
with few or none others, I ihould fcarce 
defire to neturn to England in many 
years *• Foreigners, at my time of life, 
are not fo relifhable perhaps as they 
ought to be. Perhaps I carry with me 
the maladie du pais^ a diftemper, tO) 
which mod men are liable. Be that as 
it may, it is irkfome to begin to form 
new acquaintance in a diftant wprld, 
where the cuftoms, the religion, the : 
hours, the difpofitions,. and all appear- 
ances, are different from what we have 

* In another letter his lordihip mentiohs tht 
hhhi Nicolintf (who had alfo been^ in England) 
as '^ a man of great family, of excellent fenfe^ 
** thorough knowledge of books, perfons, and 
'' things, and particularly obliging and attached 
" to the Enili/h ; " and the Abbe BuondeJmonth 
'* fuperlor to moft and inferior in learning to 
'* none." The Abbe NicQUni is alfo celebrated 
by Mr. Sharp* This literary triumvirate, mot ea- 
fily to be matched, is now no more. Dr. CocbVt 
ion i9 one of the prefent Uttrati oi Flortncf^ 

H 7 experienced 
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experienced before. I have not fc^ourn« 
ed long enough among the Fkreniines to 
form any exa£fc judgment of the people. 
What as yet I have been able to obfcrve, 
I will tell you. 

The inhabitants of the higher fort are 
dvil, grave, and abftemious. Even an' 
Englijbmany conquered by example^drinks 
no bumpers here. The common people 
are lazy, proud, and cowardly. Not a 
grain of Romqn fpirit remains throughout 
^ufcany. You kiK>w the general, attach* 
mcnt which is inherent to names. The 
Florentines languifti after the houfe of 
Medici \ yet by that family they were 
firft cnflavcd. That they fhould wilh 
their prince to refidc among them ♦, 1$ 
confonant'to nature and to reafon. They 
dream of ancient liberty ; their dreams 

♦ They have now their wifh. The late empe* 
tor nof long before his death (whif h happened in 
1765) refigned his Tufcan dominions to his fecond 
fon Pettr-Leopolii who now with his dutchefs (an 
infanta of ^fain) refides at Fhr$MCi^ 

have 
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have a gloomy eflfcd upon their waking 
hours •, they appear melancholy. " Wc 
" are a people, '* fay they, ** who are 
«« tied by the leg. We wifti to fly, but 
*f we are <)^tained by iron chains. ** 
Whither would they fly ? Undoubtedly 
to- their ancient republic. 

Their good breeding runs into the 
ftiflfnefs of ceremony. They arc oflfcnd^ 
ed at the lead defeft in decorum *. There 
are certain eftabliflied laws in going into 
a' coach, that dill puzzle me, and often 
make me ftudy very heartily which is 
my right, and which is my left hand. 

• Thus alfo Mri Mtfon : " Notwithftanding 
** its beauty and the finenefs of its Situation, 
** the reiiding in Florence is very melancholy to 
" thofe who arc ^ccnftomed to tafle the fweets 
'< of fociety. The chevalier D, who has lived 
•* there fonie years cannot fnfficiently exprefs his 
** chagrin at the troublefome cufloms and eternal 
'•* ceremonies of the Florentines^ as well as the /«- 
** 'vifihiliiy of the women. Without being bora 
among thefe cuftoms, one cannot but think 
them extremely ftrange.** Letter xxxi. 

No 
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No Florenline ever appears in an undreft^ 
The fidlers, the taylors, and the barbers, 
all wear fWords* The noblemen (la no- 
hilita) ftir not to the next door without 
a numerous attendance of lacqueys, a- 
mong whom is always a running foot- 
man. They are ftrangers to what the 
French call Ease ; in which point that 
nation deviates into an extreme, particu-* 
larly by avoiding cleanlinefs, and forget- 
ting decorum. 

The Florentines afFeft, and almoffi 
reach magnificence. Their equipages 
are fine, their coaches large, their horfes 
lean •, their palaces truly fumptuous. 
They make few or no entertainments* 
Keitber their difpofitions nor revenues 
will allow of holpitality. They have, 
card-affemblies, in which formality, fa- 
ther than dignity, or gaiety, prelides. I 
am told they are fatyrical. It is certain 
they are nice obfervers, and neither de- 
feftive in judgment or underftanding ; 
yet their public amufcments and divcr- 

lion^ 
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fiohs, e^cially thc^ of ^e ikcttrc^ ape 
the amufements ahd direriions of xAnir 
dren. The pra&ice of rcligioo is out- 
wardly aded by their priefts» and iadeed 
by the laiety m the churches. Few traces 
•oF it (I fpeak not of the clergy.) are peN 
ceptiiiade in their condutSt Hot half an 
Jlour ago^ a {oktnn procellioin pafled un- 
der our windows^. The pefibns, who 
Attended it, fbeWed by their behaviour 
-tteir private opinion of the fconcfy. No 
'heretics could have coiidu<5ted ^m« 
ielves in a more indecent mitoner. The 
cuftoms and external forms of Religion 
are^ continued i the revtrenee and deva- 
tioii of it are negk^ed. Prudence (try 
an inviolable taciturnity on cenainpoifiH) 
added to a moil conftailt attendance 4kt 
mafs, defend the Fhr^ntifks from the? ly- 
ranny of the inquaiti<jn % which exifts, 
but triun^s rtot^ in this city. 

How &aU I fpell, how ihaH I paint, 
how (ball I defcribe^ the animal known 
by the title of a Chichifbee ? iCiciflml^ 

I You 
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You will not find die word in any dic^ 
tionaiy. The etymolpgy is not as yet 
made known to me. It fo totally abro- 
gates one of the cluef chara^lerifties of 
the IlalianSf Jealoufy^ that, uidefs I had 
ieen innumerable inftances of its power 
in that particular, karce your own tefti* 
mony cooki have found credit with mc; 
The Cbiclnjbee is a man, with many of 
the privileges of a huiband, and all the 
virtues of an eunuch. He. is an appen« 
due to matrimony. Within a week after 
her nuptisUs^ a young lady makes choice 
of her Chicbi/bii. From that moment fhe 
never appears in public with her huf* 
bandy nor is ever imprudent enough to 
be feen without her Cbkbijbee. He is 
her guardian, her friend, and her gentle- 
man uflier. He attends her in a mom- 
ing as fboA as flie is awake. He pre- 
fents to her chocolate befm« fhe r^. 
He fets her flippers \ and, as foon as hi^ 
tnorning vifit is' over, be withdraws 
where he plcafes. The lady admits him 

HOC 
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not to dinner. The hufband only has 
that honour. In the afternoon he re^^^ 
turns to attend her in her vifits. His 
. alllduity mufl: be remarkable ^ his punc^ 
tuality muft i^rer waver. When Ihe 
fees* company at home, he is to hand her 
from one end of the room to the other, 
tom chair to chair, and from fide to 
fide. If fhe enters into a particular dii^ 
courfe with another perfbn^ the Cbiebijbet 
retires into a corner of the room with the 
lap-dog, or fits in the window teaching 
the- macaw to Ipeak Italian. If the lady 
fits down to play, it is the duty of the 
Cbichijbee to fort her cards. The hut- 
band (believe me, I entreat you, if you 
can,) beholds their familiarities, not on* 
ly contentedly, but with pleafurc. He 
•himfelf has the honourable employment 
of a Cbichijbee in another houie ; and in 
both'fitua€ions,'as bt^and zndi cbichijbee^ 
neither gives, nor receives, the leaft tinft 

of jealoufy *. 

Methinks 

• Mr. Sharp fays/ ** In tUrenctt thc'generality 

l2 "«f 






ti6 LET T£ R. X. 

Mdthinltt I fee you dubious and^trtr 
led at tBtts aGCOunts. Be ^aflured) tt is noc 
ex^gerated, wk have i extniAed a tittle 
^m the fcandaknss chronicle, which 
ja!ys, that Chiebijbees vt often fkSied be- 
it>ic marriage, and h^Huied aftTcr \ add- 

<« of l^dier hkve three CidfiHs i t&e €rft is ^ie* 
« C/Ve^M of digaity ; the fecond is the Cicif" 
*' beo who picks ap the glove, pves the hxif and 
**• pulls off or pots On the ctojA, &c. the third 'tt- 
*' ttjfbi0 h by the wags Jld^ed die fiibftantial C/- 
•• ri/R#/, or lover.** i.^/z/r fclvMs. 

Inftead of annexing (^ith Mr. Bhmf) to the 
word Cicijbe^ the idea of an adulterer^Mr. Baretti 
ftiysy that, '* it originally fignified no more thaa 
** v^nvhij^erer % anii at prefent means only a P/«- 
M Hid€ adora- of <^!her fe^r, \vithottt conveying 
*^ the leafl di(|>anigiQg reSeftioii.'' See his ^#- 
CBunt of the Manners and Cufioms 0^ Italy, Chaf. viii. 

M. </f la Lande alfi> pretends, that ^* a Qicififi^^ 
*^ and his lady, in 1?^$^^ regard each t>ther juft a» 
'' a brother and iifler do in Franc$y in eon^ 
** ^oence of the fame Ibrte irf* habit ; '* though 
he acknowledges, that ^' there are Ciif^s of 
" love as well as of convenience/' See V^mgts 
i'un Francois in Italiifait dam hi mrnhs 1 765, 1 766. 
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5ng farther, that the name of the Chichi f- 
hee^ and the definidon of his employ- 
flient, are frequently infiarced in mar- 
riage-fettlcments, to fccure him againfl: 
the too great power of a whimfical hut 
band, or a watchful mother-in-law. Ma- 
ny other finifter comments may be found 
in that iroluminous chronicle. .Hqw.can 
it bc^otherwife ? The appearance of the 
breach of virtue is always treated by the 
world, a& the breach itfetf. Give oblo- 
quy a foundation-ftone, fhe will foon raift 
a fuperftrudnire, that fhaU reach die 
flcies. Upo» the whole, we may pro- 
nounce equitably this fehccnce, that if the 
Lady is chai^y Ihe has great virtue ; if the 
Cbichijbee is chafte, he has greater ♦• 

I am, deareft fir, 

ever yours, 
C aa K B. 

•- ^^Warthhre. under the article Italit^ con* 
ctades the charafter of the Italiant thuk j ** T^^X 
^ are reiy jealous of their w^Moven, who a« wellr 
^' made, fprightly; witty ; and they allow them 
*' little liberty.'' - 

I3 . LETTER 
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. TbriHC0p December yfk, 1754. 
PBA^ SIR, 

SINCE! wrote to 70U laft, mjr 
books are arrived. They will be 
of ufe, not fo much to teach me what to 
lay, as what not to fay ; and they have 
already taught me, not to be at any ex*^ 
traordinary pains in defcribing ftatues, 
palaces, and piAiires, You will find 
many of (hem in that phoenix of our 
EfigUJb writers Mr, Addifqn *. Such as 
have efi^aped Mf. Addifon are amply and 

' * Mr. Adiifin tr^vcHed into hafy^ &c. in lyoo* 
by the favonr of {ord Somen (who procnred 1dm 
a peniion for that pnrpofe of 300 !• a year)* 
He was abroad three years» an4 pabUl|^ Us 
^imarJb, foon after his Tf torn* 

_« inoft 



LETTER XT. u^ 

moft judicioufly (upplied by Mr. PTrigbtf^ 
the beft author who has traverfed Italian 
ground *, and Mr. Rscbardfon the young* 
cr X . To tell- you the truth, tho* I 
pelilh Virtu to a much greater degree 

f Edward Wright, Eiqt travelled with the late 
carl of Macclesfield (then lord Parker) in the years 
17209 172 1 9 and 1722^. His Ohfervathni were 
publifhed in two volumes 4^^» 1730* '* His ftyle 
^ is not good in proTe; it is worie in rhyme ; but 
*^ his matter and remarks are judicious and im» 
** proving." 

* Mr. Keyjlery a Cermaftf was in Itaift &c. with 
the two young barons Birnfitff of Denmark in 
1730. His Tra<uiU were publiflied (in GermanJ 
{bon after his death, which happened in I743> and 
were tranflated into ^/t^/i^ in 17 s^^ in four vo* 
lumes 4^0* 

Meffrs. de la C»ndamney Smottetit Sharp^ Baretti^ 
de la Landcp Sec, have travelled and publiiked fince 
this letter was written. 

} *' Mr. Richard/on entitles his work, ''An account 
'< of fome of the flatues, bas-reliefs, drawings, 
** and pidures in- Italy, with remarks/' His ac- 
count is fhort, but full, and well-digefted. The 
knowledge and fkill of his father muft h^ye been 
yery advantageous to him/' 

•I 4 than 
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tiian I underhand it, ktting my eyes 
and fwy impljipitly command my iudg-^ 
mwtf ytt x}^ trade^ the conftitutioh, the 
tliiiHtfe, tl>e mHabiuntst c^ a country^ 
Sppe^ to me the npiuch more adv^age* 
Dus ftudy of the t^o ; efpecially as an 
examination of that kind cannot fail of 
comprehending both the ornamental and 
|:be mercantile riches of tht ftate. 

The prefent governrmnt ofphrence is 
under the name of the emperor. Thq 
inuncdiaiEe cxprcifc of the government is 
qndei? CQqpt Bich^ourt*^ ytho livers in 
^he Oid'Fafiue [Palazzo v^cbio] and has 
all the authority lie can deBre, and ^$ 
the Florentines think, much more than 
he dffcryes. He is of a chearful. afpeft, 
w4 of ^ npoO; princely pcrfonage t yet 
^mething fipifter and obfcure may hft 
perceived in his countenance. He feems 
little inclined to the En^lijh ; Ms indeed 

• The Mcdem Hiftory calls hip (by miAake) 
M. Ricbitrd, 

than 



than i3 coAliftent; with politeneis. I|e is^ 
fevere, juft, and regular in hk adminiftra^ 
tian ; rather inexorable than indulgent; 
a man of bufineis -, of a clear^ comprC'*^ 
hcnfivc undcrftanding, proud, and as 
the Florentines affirm, lucrative and' ty- 
ranaicaL Great allowances mufl: be 
made for their prejudices againft him.. 
Pe is a Lorrainefe -, the fliadow, not tha 
fubilance of a fovereign ; and he fucceeds 
^ man of a much milder, and more obfe- 
quious difpofition, the prince de Craon^ 
who reiigned the reins of power unwiU 
Hngly, and did not long furvive the re* 
Agnation*. 

The prefent frame of government is 
fupported by a regency, which confifts of 
a Triumvirate. Coqut Ricbecourt has no 
other title than "the firft of the re- 
*• gency^*' The other two f are not of 

^ 

* For fAvtker particalart of this unfortunato 
prince> fee Letter xx, 

+ " The Abba te ?l^#fiif «/#»', fecretiry of fiate, 
aind fignor jUttnorif fecretary of war/* 

the 
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tfxc Icaft confequcnce. They anfwer their 
defliqation, by filling up the comple-^ 
ment of regents, and confirming the c-^ 
difts of their chief. They are both Italic 
art$: Adepti funtnomen honoris ^nonhonwem. 
Halving named the Palazzo veccbio^ it 
h rcquifite that I fhould give you ftnnc 
account of it. The building liGotincly 
antique -, lofty, gloomy, and venerable. 
In this palace were kept the courts of 
juftice during the times of the republic* 
Jt was the dwelfing of the Gonfalonier *, 
^^d, *tftl the purch^ of the palace 
fitti f , was the refidence cf the duke$ 

• A magiftratc firft chofen iq tlie year 1^7, 
whofe office it wa$ tol)ear the gonfalon (or ftand- 
ard) of juMce, and to call ihe people, out to at* 
tend kis ftandard, in all cafes of the breach of the 
pea^e^ lyhich could not bt ren^ied jq |die ojrdi^ 
4ary court of juflice. Being m poft of gre^ 
power, its duration was limited to two months, 
aiui (like the Ronufn. Tribunes) it could only be 
Iteki by a plebeian. 

t For A de£:ripti9n of ^he paUce fee the nt3ct 
lelter. Un» d^ fiu m^eft^ eJifizft ^hefi v^ggano in. 
fufia r Italia, p. 123. di Rijfrelto, 

of 
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of Tufiany. Two ftrahge .hiftorical anec- 
dotes made me particulaly curious m 
viewiftg it. The firft was an archbifhc^ 
of Pifa liamgcd out of one of the cham- 
ber windows. The other was the fable 
of Cinyras zxiA A^rrba^ tranfafted in the 
great ball. 

The plotting prelate was Francefco SaU 
viati. Three of the confederates, two 
of whom were namefakes and kinfmen to 
the archbilhop, were hanged at the fame 
inftant, and from the feme window. The 
narrative would run beyond the bounds 
pf a letter** A chain, in memory of the 

•Pope Ssxfus IV. [in 1477] was ddfirous 6t 
ftripping' tie lords of Imcia and Friuli of their 
poJTcffions, to enrich yerom Riario, The two bro- 
thers MeMci ibpported th^fe princes with money 
and troops. The pope thought he cbuld not 
hiaintain his authority m Italy ^ but by the 
rain of tHe Medici family. Francis Pazzt, a banker 
of Florence f who had fettled at Rome, and who was 
an enemy to the two brothers^ ofieired his fervice 
to the pope to get thww affaffinatcd. Carding 
Jtaphael RiariQy Jeromes htoOxtr^ Was fent to FUh- 

renct 
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fad, remained pendent ftom the dme 
of the executiont a$ an emblem of terror 
to all future confpirators againft the 
(tate. Policy has Ctnoc diredted the reft- 

^ . left 

rittCi to atnage the plot, of which Salwati^ ardi^ 
biihop ofPi/a* had sdready formed the plan ; and 
StiphitWf a^ dependant of the archbiihop, ander^ 
took to execute it. Th^ confpiraton fixed on a 
day in which a grand lellival was to be held in 
the church of St. Reparata^ for the maflacre of 
die Medici and their friends, in the fame manner 
diat the ailaffins of Gahai Sfirmm had made choice 
of the cathedral of MHsut^ and die fefUval of St. 
^ipben^ to marder that prince at the foot of the 
altar. The in^nt of the elevation of the hoft 
was the time fixed to firike the blow, as then, the 
people being proflrate, and attentive to the ap- 
pearance of their God, were not in a condition to 
obflru^l the execution. Accordingly, at that ^fn^f 
moment, Julian de Medici was ftabbed by a brother 
of Tazzi, and others of t)ie confpif ators. Lprpm^ 
di Medici wzs wounded by Stefh^im^ b^t. not fo 
mortally but that he had ftrength enoag)|. to ta)ce 
ttf^gt in the Yt&xy. . 

The people of Flmrmci, who loved the fipniljr 
p! Medici t revenged this afiaflioation with intereft 
on the bloody jterpetraton. The archhifliop wa^ 

hanged 
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Jdsfons of ambition to undermine by ar- 
tifice, not to attack by yiolence» fucb gd« 
veramcnts, as they feek to dellr(qr. But 
here the hydra of fa^ion is long fince 
fubdued* The Florentine heads are 
feared) andi now the chain appears no 
more. 

haoigtd at one of the windows of the public pa- 
Jace. Lorenzo had the generofity, or prudence, to 
fave the life of the cardinal, whom the enraged 
people were going to put to death, at the foot of 
that yery altar, which he had himfelf i^aiaed witii 
bloody and to which he mny fled for fafeqr. 
Vokairiz additioni to Gimral Hiftory* 

Julian left a poftliumous fon^ afterwards pope 
Clemnt VIL 

M. de Voltaire has in another place jnftly ob- 
ferved, that '* if pOpe ^ixtus IV. had not been an 
*' infidel, he would not have engaged in the co«r 
*' fpiracy of the Fazxif for which the archbiihop 
'* of Pi/a Was hanged in hb pontifical haUt at the 
** windows of the town-bonie. Ti^ aflaffins of 
*' the Meiip^ who perpetrated their parricide in 
^' the cathedral, at the initant when the prieft 
^ fliewed the Eucharift to the people^ could not 
♦• beliCYe in the Eucharift.'' 

The 
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The Cifrp'tts was Ct^md^ the firft grcAt 
dukcof Tkyfcjwy; (hisprcdcceflfor^&XiMrir 
de Medici^r not being to be numbered^ I 
think, iii the feries of thofe princes.) 
The Myrrha Was Ifabella^ hb el<fcft 
'daughter f. 

The fa£t was difcovercd by Giorgid Vd- 
fari'j^^ a painter, whom Cofmo had ap- 

• " Ahxander it Medici w«s fappofed to be a na» 
tural Ibn of the duke d^Urhino, (See the firft note 
on Tetter xx.) He was murdered by bis kinrmaii» 
torenxo de Medici^ January 6, 1537. He died 
'Withoat ehildren by^ his wife Margaret of Auftria^ 
natural daughter of the emperor Charles V. He 
was entitled only duke of Ttifiajy. See his arti- 
cle in Moreri and other di£lionaries.'* 

-f " Cc^ I. had two daughters. Ifalella was his 
etdeft: the other was Lucretia^ married to the 
4ake of Ferrara, who was bom in i ^42.'* ' 

J Bom at Arref:o\xi Tujcany m 1 5 14, a difciple 
Ssf Michael Angelo and Andrea del ^iir/o, equally 
famous fbi: his pen and pencil , and as eminent for 
bis'lkill in architefture. His trtftory of the Lives 
ef^he Fmnters was firft pnbHfted at Flireiic^ in 
15^50, and in the opinion oi AnmM Caro, is writ- 
ten with gjreat veracity and judgment* 

pointed 
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pointed to paint the walk and ceiling of 
^e great hall. Vafariy one day, had lain 
down on the fcaflfold to reft htmfclf 
after his labour ^ when, in the dufk of 
the evening, the great duke and his 
daughter, imagining no perlbn in the 
room, came into the halL They had 
precautioufly locked the doors^ but the 
witnefs of their inceft was locked on the 
infide. Cofmoy as he was returning, ima* 
gined he faw the fcaffbld ftir. He was 
alarmed, and haftened up the ladder, 
fully determined to ftab the perfon whom 
he fhould find. The painter, conidous 
of his impending fate, appeared lying at 
full length and hA afleep ; a prefence of 
mind equal to the fleeping clerk ia Thtar-^ 
he\ office. The gfeat duke and Ifa-^ 
ieJla^ fuppofing the crime undifcovered, 
immediately feparated, and went to their 
rcfpedive apartments, f^afariy till ho 
hadfinifhed his work and quitted the 
Tuff an territories, locked up his danger- 
ous 
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oua fccret within his bread* As fi)Of) as 
he found himielf at a diftancc^ and in 
lafety, he publifhed it in all its blackeft 
colours. During the interval of the com- 
•nudion and the publication of the horrid 
iiaft, IfabeUa was married to the duke 
x)i Bracciano^ a fmall duchy under the 
jurifdidion of the pope. The mifcon- 
duft of the dutchefs, whofe want of nup- 
tial chaftity began to be notorious^ had 
already kindled the latent f re of jea- 
loufy in the uneafy mind of the duke her 
hiiiband. The painter's ftory added f«- 
cl to the flame^ Bracciaiw^ under pre- 
tence of hunting, retired to one of his 
> country -feacts; The next day lie fent 

• for his wiffe to conte to him. The nian- 
ner, in which the meflage was lent, had 
in it fomyfterious and doubufol an ap- 
pearance, frdm formerrcircUmfhmces, dmt 

• the femaile confidants of the dtitchefs ad- 
vifed her tidt to obey the fummons. For 
ibme time Ihe hcfitat^* At laft, oyelr- 

coming 
a 
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Cbming her fulpicions, (he went-, and, in 
lefs than half an hour after her arrival^ 
was ftrangled. This happened in th^ 
year I578*# 

the 

• Thaafius^s d(ii:oant of this cataftroptie is as fol* 
lows. *' In this year [1578] a confpiracy was dc- 
te£led at Florence, which defiled a principal family 
with two murders. Leonora of Toledo, daughter of 
Oaraas, viceroy of Naples, who was married to Pe- 
fir; brother to Francis, great>-dake of Tufcat^, and 
I/aMla theit fifter, the wife of PauUJordano d* Or- 
Jini, duke of Braccianp, being both deferted by 
their hufbands, men of diiTolute and abandoned 
lives, were thought to have criminal conneflion 
with fOmc of the nobles of that court. Francis, 
fit>m that intercourfe, had a fufpicion, that the 
paramours had conipired againft him ; therefore' 
to remove his private dangers, left it might be ne* 
ceflary for him to imbrue his own hands with the 
blood of his relations, being -defirous to employ 
thofe of others, he fent for his brother and his 
brother-in-law, and gave them proofs of the 
adultery, allowing each of them full liberty to 
revenge their, private injuries, and at the fame 
time to fiee a mod illuftrious family from this 
ftanda) and diigraee. Of this they readily availed 

K $hefl|« 



130 LETTER XT. 

The works of Giorgio Fafari^ in tltt 
ceiling and on the fides of the great hall 

at 

themfelves, that tKe infamy of their own lives, 
of which they both were confcioosy might not 
be retorted upon them. Leonora therefore and 
Ifahella were both fb-angled the fame night, and 
it was reported that their deaths were owing to % 
quinfy contracted by eating too many muih- 
rooms. Their gallants were tortured and pat to 
death. At the heinouAiefs of this fad, Joan of 
AuftrtOi the wife of Francis, was t(i ihocked, fear- 
ing that the like might be her own fate, though 
for a very different reafon, as fhe had long been 
apprifed of the frantic paflion of her huiband for 
Bianca Capellof that through grief and anxiety 
ihe expired with great pain in chiM-bed^ the fim> 
of whom ihe was pregnant, beii^ foffbcated hsh 
fore flie could be delivered ; which many coafri 
dered as an evident inftance of God's wrath, which 
ibon revenged die death of the duke^s ftrangled 
4fters by depriving him of his fbn, the much 
defired heir of his dominions, by the fame kind 
of death, and alio by the lofs of his t^ife, a moft 
deferving woman.'' See Tbuam Kfioria^ Lih* 
;4xv. Sed. 20. among the Varia he&iona. 

Ifahella de Medici is faid tO'have been a great 
patroaefs oSSocinus, aad, during her Hfe> all the 

cadc»- 
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ftt Fl^iftcey are finely executed in frefcd. 
The room it;felf is lefs than our wild 
hall at fVeJiminjiery but of a much morei 
pleafing proportion; efpeeially as it is 
ornamented by painting and gilding ii^ 4 
moft magnificent princely manner. 

The Old Palace ftands in a corner of i 
large irregular fquare, in which are fixed 
many celebrated ftatues, produftibns of 
the beft modern hands/ Moft of them^ 
particularly that of David and G$liab*^ 
are much injured, notwithftanding the 
finenefs of the weather. If marble fta^ 
tues receive damage in Italy ^ what mull 
they fufFer in England? Yet we laugh 
at ourfclves for placing leaden figures ia 
our gardens^ Either place leaden figurei 
there, or none; 

I have ktn the famous library of ma?/ 

« 

endeavours of the inquiiitioa to confifcate his ef> 
ute were ineffectual. See PfyWs di^oa^y, ar* 
iide Sxtcinus. 

^ By Michul Angth* 

* * 

K a ttufcripts^ 
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nufcripts, Libreria Laurenzianaf. U 
is a large, and I believe, a moft rare 
and well chofen coUeftion. The bene- 
fadtors formerly have been many; of 
late years very few. The variety of 
bibles, at leaft by their number, may be 
called valuable. I dare fay, you have 
fcen a copy of the Virgil* m Englanik 
Here, you would fee an original Livy^ 
finely prefer ved, and finely written. The 
proportion of the room ftrikes every eye. 
It is the architefture oi Michael jingelo. 
. A modern Italian author, who has writ- 

t This library belongs to the convent of Stw 
LaureficCf and was partly collefled by Lorenzo dt 
Medici ; and partly by pope Clement VII. and the 
great-duke Co/mo L It is £ud to contain 14,800 
manUfcripts. 

• This, the moft curious manufcript in the li- 
brary, is fuppofed to have been written in the 
fifth century. It wants the Ille ego qui quondam, 
&c. and the twenty-two lines in the 2d. JEne^d 
which relate^ the interview of jEneas with UeleUf 
and which, Mr* ^</^e/&« thinks, were vpy judicK, 
Ottfly expunged by Tucca and Noriuu J 
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ten ah account of the library, fpeaks of 
the room in thefe words, ^ cost nobiky i 
inaefiofoy e di si rara, e perfeUa arcbitettu- 
^a^ cbe lingua umana non ha lode baftevolt 
fer commendarla*. 

Here you have the ftile of modern 
Italy. How different from the Ciceronian^ 
or even the later ages of Rome t The 
Italian language feems adapted to flat- 
tery and high-flown thoughts. It has 
the honour to have arifcn out of the 
aflies of the L^//» tongue, which fubfifl:- 
ed, and was generally fpoken in Italy ^ 
impure indeed, till the time of St. Ber^ 
nardy and the emperor Frederic Barba^ 
rojfa. After the twelfth century, it was 
entirely lofl: in converfation, and remain- 
ed only in public afts, and public 
prayers \ and even in them, mixed, conr 
founded, ind icarce intelligible. 

* >** It is of fuch noble, m»jeiHc, and pofcft 
lirchited^re, that human language has not praifcs 
Jfufficient to commend it.'* 

* 

JC 3 Toward* 
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Towards the middle ftf the thirteentli 
century, fuch bafe coin being of no curr 
rency, fome ingenious men, particularly 
Brunettij and afterwards his difcipk Dan-: 
tij the three Villani^ and others, began xot 
forip a new language, a more fweet- 
founding, fofter kind of Latirtj which 
they appropriated to the ufe and bcnefif 
pf their own couptry. Towards the 
middle of the fqurteenth century ap- 
peared Pftra^ch. The Italiatis juftly call 
|hc fourteenth century, tht "* age of 
*• purity," as th^ir language flcurilhed 
very particularly in that asra. Pelrar^^ 
was the fFaller of his day. 

In tjie fifteenth century tjie corred- 
M& and encouragement of Gr(€k an4 
JLa$fn was revived throughout Itafy^ and 
eipecially in Florence^ under the influence 
pf the houfe of MedicL The Italian lan- 
guage remained in equilibre till it wa^ 
tajfed again by PpUHanus *, and farther 

eiicreafed 

« 

• f f Angelus Politianns ^as f natifc of Tufimtft 

born 



LETTER XI. 135 

gmcreafed in purity and fimplicity h^ 
Sannaxarius* . ,» 

In th6 fixteenth century appeared car- 
dinal Bemh*s f ircjcnarks on the Italian 

torn 1474. He was a prleft and a canon of Flo^ 
rencsj preceptor to the children^of Lorenzo de> Me^ 
diet. See in Boyle's Di^ionary a long and veiy 
particular account of him." 

• ** A^us Syncerus Santtazarius^2LS ^NeafoUtattp 
born in 1458, a man of great wit and extenfive 
learning, famous by his Latin and Italian works. 
In a- difpute one day before Frederic f king of Neh^ 
fles^ concerning what was beft to improve the 
<?ye-fight, ** Nothing is fo good for it," faid San* 
naseMriuu *^ as envy, becaufe it makes all objeds 
** appear greater." He was a great epigrammatift. 
.One of his epigrams on the city of Venice is well 
known. He died in thie year 1530." 

•f- ** Cardinal Peter Bemho was a Fenetian^ bora 
in 1470, of a family particularly famous for men 
of letters and figure in the republic. He was fe* 
cretary to Leo X. and was made a cardinal by 
PaulJJI^ He died in 1547 by his horfe joiUing 
and bruifing him againil a wall. His Latitt 
.works, efpecially his hiJftory of Femce, arc much 
deemed for their purity. 

JC4 language^ 
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i^gyage, a book at that time much ap^ 
plauded. 

In the beginning of that century, afl 
academy was eftablifhed in Florence 
ft)r arts and fcicnces, particularly foe 
languages. In the year 1580^ it h^d 
the authority of regular ftatutes. It was. 
begun, inftituted, and patronized by the 
princes of the houfe of Medici. The dic- 
tionary dellaCrufca'^y a moft perfect work 
in its kind, was forty ycar$ in conapiling. 

The lUttian language lies under the. 
imputation of weaknefs and effeminacy. 

• 

I The Academia ieUa Cru/ca have for their em?* 
blcm, or device, a Mill : They take the title of 
Cru/ca^ or Bran^ as profefling themfelves to fepa-' 
rate and clear the fine flower from it ; that is, the 
ufeful and valuable from that which is not fb ; as 
there are fome other academies in hafy which 
take their title from fome ^tft€t or imperfedion, 
which it is their endeavour to deliver themfelves 
from, and ftady its oppoiitc y as Otiofi, Q/f*''^i 
l^inati, ice. Wright. * 

On 
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0n a thorough and candid inquifition, it 
will be acknowledged foft,.but ftrong, 
gentle, but expreilive; fit indeed for 
love and . compliments. Too much of 
it has been applied in that ftrain ; but 
look into the hiftorians, I mean thofe of 
feal worth, you v/ill find nervous knfc^ 
decorated with forcible words, and fup- 
ported by judicious obfervations. For a 
mqment let, me pUy the part of a gramr 
inarian, apd fay, that ^e dimnutives and 
imgmentatives arc to be envied by every 
Esgiyh writer. The gerunds and infinitivif 
jnoods, when turned, as frequently, into 
fubftantives, are fufficient to wipe away 
^11 afperfions of imbecillity. Whence 
then, you fay, arife thefe fuggeftions ? I 
t>elieye, I can account for them. 

They arife from a Angular falhion,' 
4eemed politenefs, of fpeaking to men 
^in the feminine gender i a method, which, 
however eftablifhed by cuftom, mull al- 
ways appear to ftrangers, unnatural and 
jibfurd. It is pot fufiicif nt to bani|b the 

words 
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words tbou and thee in the fecond perfbh^ 
which are untver&lly tmderftood as vul^ 
garifms^ but you muft be excluded, and 
|he third perfon feminine introduced into 
the place. Signer e ella i makreata^ would 
fcarce be tranflated by a novice in the 
language, ** Sir, you are uncivil/* It is 
difficult to guefs from whence this odd 
piece of good-breeding and courtlineft 
could arife. Surely not \n complacence 
t6 the Welcby who in the yer/ depth of 
blundering make ufc of Jhe and her in- 
ftead t^ he and him ; little imagining that 
they may be faid to draw their muddy wa- 
ter from the pure fountain of I.^ Crufca. 
Before we ftiut our grammar, let us 
try a fentence of Florentine elegance, ia 
the rough plain Englijb Xongxxc. ** Sir, 
^* as I have the honour to fpcak to ber^ 
** and as I fvadfie is general of our army> 
^^ I hope Jhe will permit me to aflc my 
f ' orders from ber^ as upon her courage, 
** ftrcngth, and bravery depends the fuc-r 
« cefs of the day/* With full as nriudv 
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propriety the Amazons might have airume4 
the appellative he \ and 4?€a might have 
mourned over her miftrefs Camilla^ hy 
f xclaiming, " Ah ! he was a dear and c?f- 
" cellent lady, nor would he have ex- 
^* pired in my arms by any incident left 
f * embarrafling, than his petticoats being 
f ' in his way/* The confufion of fexes 
xpuft produce abfurdity and ieeming 
'^veakneis in any language whatever^ 
Good night to you, and farewell to tbff 
year 1754 I 

C O |l K »• 
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Florence^ January 2jd, 1755* 
DEAR SI R9 

IRefolvcd to fix myfelf in Italy to hear 
mufic and to fee paintings. How are 
iiuniin hopes fruftrated! how is humaa 
forelight deceived ! Mufic there is, but 
drowned in the more powerful founds of 
Ckichijbees. , Paintings there are, butfomc 
of the beft of them hang in the dark. I 
have feen an opera: literally feen it ; to 
bear it was impoffible. The Florentines 
pay and repay vifits during the fweeteft 
fongs. From the beginning to the end 
of the reprefentation, doors are opening, 
compliments are returning, and a variety 
of perfons of both fexes are paffing from 
box to box, and from fide to fide of the the- 
atre. If any attention is raifed, or even any 

look 
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look diredecj towards the flage, it is nei- 
ther extorted by the adtion of the drama, 
nor by the voice of the finger. The 
dancers, the dancers only, command the 
ears and eyes of the audience. But what 
are thefe dancers ? Such as we have feea 
of late years in England^ and fuch as we 
could wifti not to have feen any where* 
No graceful attitude, no gentle alluring 
motions, no foft fymptons of love ; no 
fliepherdefles fkimming over the plain ; 
no goddefles gliding through the air : the 
women hop, and the men jump, as high 
as they can. We come to t^ehoW the 
dance of giants •, boifterous, tempeftuous 
trials of ftrength 5 the fury, not the 
fprightlinefs, of motion ; the feats of ro- 
buft pantomimes, and the dreadful dif- 
tortion of legs and arms. Are thefe 
fcenes fights of pleafure ? Moft certainly 
they are. Bravi! and BraviJ/tmi ! re- 
echo at every caper. Strange amufe- 
mcnt ! Is this Tfafy? Look at the ftage, 

you 
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you will imagine it RuJJia. Hear the of- 
chcftra — No, you cannot. 

Think- not, I intreat you, that what I 
&y arifes from a cenforious difpofition^ 
or from that low mean delire of expofing 
and deriding foreignjers, only becaufc they 
were not born within the precinfts of 
Old England. I have no fuch preju- 
dices ; my reflcftions are merely the ife- 
fok of my fenfcs* I fee, I hear, and thcrt 
I candidly exprefe to you my thoughts ^ 
well knowing what great allowances are 
to be made for the cufloms and habits 
of every particular country •, and bow ea- 
gerly we criticife the imperfeftions of oui* 
neighbours, feeming abfolutcly to forget 
that we have any of our own. The Eng- 
iijh avcrfion to foreigners is in oppofi-* 
tion to reafon, judgment, and politenefs< 
Bccaufeweare ifianders,thehappiefl: cir- 
cuniftance in fome refpefts belonging to 
lis ; are our manners more refined, or are 
our cuftoms nearer perfeftion, than the 
cuftoms and manners of other people ? 

I f(^ar 
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I fear the contraiy. Our ieparadon from 
the continent gives us peculiarities, whk^ 
t^her nations have not. It gives us 
diat {hjraefs, that obllinate, iilent^ rude 
refenr^ which we pra6bife towards our- 
felvCS and all the reft of the world. 
The fixeer, that proud^ vain, cowardly 
fneer, which fupplie? the want of wit, 
and diftovcrs the abundsmce of iH-tm* 
ture, is entirely and fhamefuHjr our 
own ; fo that, if we find faults in others, 
how many faults may others find in usi 
At leaft, an equal, if not a fuperior quan- 
tity. The IlalianSj by perverting plea- 
fures, or not enjoying them, do no more 
than the reft of the human fpecies. Wc 
fiiould all be eafier, healthier, and hap*- 
pier, could wc adapt ourfelves to. thofe 
thmgs only, which are fitted for us, and 
for which we only are fit. 

The opera lafts five hours: towards 
the latter end, it becomes a greater fa- 
tigue to the Ipe^tator than to the ador. 
Eorperly the ladies tipped in their boxes. 
4. That 



] 



14* LETTER XO. 

That cuftom is oiorely abolilh«l- 
fomes of meat, added to the fumes ^ 
lamps and candles, muft have ^ tew 
fuffocaring. Their prefent caftom m 
fommer, of reftcflMnents in ice, and m 
winter, of fweetmeats, is much more cu- 
mbk. The theatre b large, not an at>- 
folutc oval, but contraaed at die end J 
by which means every box in the houle 
is fituated moft advantagcoufly for "gnt* 
None but the lower fct of people go into 
the pit. All the Fhrentimes of rank 
have diftinft boxes to themfelvcs. 

I hinted to you, that feme of the 
chcnceft piaures were in the dark. There 
are ftrong examples of the in the palace 
Pittiy where, in the great apartmentj 
crowded as it is with innumerable fine 
f>kces, many of them are loft for 'want of 
a proper degree of light. The rooms 
are Ipacious, fcldom more than one win- 
dow in a room, and air unequal quantity 
of wall on each fide that window. Let 
me tell you the occafion of this ftraage 
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difprpportion; Lucd Pitti^ a Florentine 
gentleman, more rich than wife, more en- 
vious than prudent, heard with great un« 
eafinefs the palace of the famous Phi- 
Uppo Strozzi * much commended and 
admired. It was the largeft palace at 
that time in Florence^ " It (hall be fo 
*« no longer,** exclaimed jt/^r4 A'/// 5 "I 
, ** will build a larger. The palace of 
^^ Strozzi fhall be meafured to ftand 
«« within my court. Every one of my 
** windows Ihall be as large as his por- 

^ Job ft Bdptiji^trozzit furnamed Philips a con- 
fiant enemy of the Medici^ endeavouring withf 
others, after the death of Clement VII. to deliver 
themfelves from the exorbitant power oi Alex^ 
tinder de. Medici ^ proeared him to be afTaflinated 
in 1536. Sfrozzi, being afterwards defeated by 
to/mo I. killed himfelf in priibn* in 1538, leav- 
ing behind liim, on his chimney-piete, Engraved 
by his dagger, this line in FirgiU 

** Exoriuri aliquis noftris ex qffihus ultorP* 

JEn. iv. 625. 
May fome avenger from my alhes rife ! 

The palace of Strozzi is noticed by Sir Bpfijf 

tf^ofton. 
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^ cal." Luca Pitti vdified ht$ beftff^ 
but ruuied his ftfrtitme. He buUc hts* 
palace, and be eredted ^ 010ft magnifi- 
cent front on^ the outfide^ vM^cii&c^ty 
but heavy ; truly ^ufiMj dwable as the 
world itfelf. By which defign, the gr«Mt 
aich of each window v^ oft the outfide^nd*- 
ble : on the infide^ fix ^aris in feven of ie 
we bricked up* to adapt the windows to^ 
the fize of the rooms ^ ndf aM i^e ekam-^ 
bers divided with the kaft attentksa to> 
vegvlarlty; Oh the con^my, a win^ 
dow is often in the corner of a room. 
The chimneys, few and fitiall as they are5. 
have been placed i^ more irregularly > 
very diflFerent frc^n our vnodsxn E^Ufik 
edifices; whete feUe doms, and evo^ fa^ 
chimneys, appear anfwering each other;, 
with an exa£tnefs, that is not borrowed 
fi'om any houfe, that I have yet feen in 
Raly. Is not this then an; improvement 
upon the Italians? The Engli/hy you 
jknow, are faid to be better improvers 
than inventors : but the truth is, the^ 

UaUans 
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itatikm have deviated from the rules of 
Palltidio,i alnd the Engl^^ under ^ tfonh 
du6t ctf the iate lord Burlinghn^ have ad« 
hcrcd to fihofe mifes. When I fay ^ thd 
^^Itakam hare deviated fitJm Paila* 
** ii?/' I mean only in the infidd of dieiir 
houfe^ and perhaps more piarticuhrly 
m chimncjr^pieGcs, than in any' ocfaer ut* 
ftancesi B^c pray tell me, are not we 
apt to exoeed vst the orrtaments of our 
chimneys > The nioft furBptuous marble 
monuments in fi^iftmHjier abbey coft Kt« 
tie more than the modern receptacles of 
coals and faggots. We bold Brifam fet- 
dom Gome near perfe&son without hur^ 
rying beyond it. 

Qpfmo h whofi; riches and gnuldeur 
Were boimdkfs^ boi^ht the pa^ce Pi//i^ 
which, from his time till the total ex- 
tin£i;ion of hi^ family, has been receiving 
additional ornaments of t^ii^ty kind that 
can be nailned. Behind the palacer is a 
^^^^ garden, called BoioUp Jaid out in 
what is now deemed the old-fafliioned 

T^ % tafte% 
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taftc/ I meaa ftaitues, fountains, long: 
ftrak alleys, and cl^c l^cdges, or at 
kaft what were dipt hedges, the garden^ 
being at prefent in a delblate, and almOffc 
a ruinous ftate. Heretofore crowds of 
people have enlivened Boboli: of late 
it is totally deferted« An- amphitheatre 
of evergreens,, formed and fitted exaflly 
10 the garden-front of the palace, has a 
charming effeft, efpecially at this, dead 
time of the year : they rife naturally,, gra- 
dually, and in variety of pkafing (hades, 
©ne above another. They are. abfblutely 
beyond the power of defcription. Oft 
the top of one part of the garden is the 
great fort which defends the town. In 
another piart a gentle afcent leads td a 
.banqueting-houfe, which commands a. 
view of the whole city. The banquet- 
ing-houfe is the plaineft building imagi^ 
nable. Such an edifice would not be 
permitted to hold fcythes or (hovels^ in 
the gardens of 5/iWf, Chi/wick^, or Clare- 
mont^ I ofcea walk amidft the novelty 

of 
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itfthis old tafte. Now and then I light 
©n fome of n^y own countrymen, but (el- 
dom or never meet a Florentine. They 
are too lazy and too tender to walk in 
cold weather, and too polite, or rather of 
too chicbijbenn a turn, to appear publicly 
without ladies. 

. The lower apartments^ in the palace 
?////, which were only i^fed during the 
heats of fummer, are arched for cool- 
nefs : fo indeed they are in albthc great 
lioufes of Italy. The walls of a vaft 
iiall, and other pompous rooms of audi- 
ence, are painted in frefco by the moft 
45minent pointers of the times. The hall, 
in particular, rejM-cfents the perfon, and 
^he moft noted aftions of Lorenzo de 
Medici^ furnamed the magnificently *' the 
-*' gravity of whoife life,*' fays Maebiavely 
>' if compared wijcfi its levity, muft make 
** him appear a compofition of two dif- 
•^ fercnt perfons^ each incompatible, 

•JPorn 1448, dic4 149S, 

L 3 . ^* and. 
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f^ and, as >c wt^t impoflible to hp jo^ip^ 
f ' witb the other/' Paradoicica} as tbi^ 
m$Y feem, it is ao imci^mtnon chara<5ber. 
The great ftair-cafe is not equil tq 
|i»c noble g^randeur of thofp ropms^ to 
which it leads % and which are divided, 
on the right, and on the left h^nd, by the 
gtiard-chamber. T4iQfe qhv the right, 
were poflefled by the great-d«ke, CoffMf 
Uh Thofe on the left, by his ekieft 
fon, Ferdinand^ gfwt prince K^^u/caftf*^ 
who died in the lifp-time of his father, ^ 
martyr, to yemts% and a dilciple of the 
Cr^is. The ceilings of both thde apart- 
nmnts are adorned by gilding, ihicco, 
and paifttii^. The hand c^ l^ietre Bi- 
rtttim Ja €oriom$ is miicfa fignalized : 
pRi fogni alfro :s^imm^talof! The piftpres^ 
vsfirs, d^inets, bronaes, and other rarir 
tkies, which the two apartnjorts ^ngpo% 
«re, I bdieve, ionunaprable, but cer- 
iainly loyaiuab^s elpecially thok be? 

• Born 1663, ^*cd ^7^i* 

t More than any oilier, he immortalifcd himfelf. 

long- 
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longing to fnnct F^HnoHd^ whofe per- 
ibnal accoQ>pliihment$, and high tafe in 
.the arts and Sciences, were remarkably 
excellent. The whole houfe is royal 
,and iplendid. One ^room, jtfhe bed-cham^ 
ber of the late princefs Afm^ d^ AUHd^ 
^kdlrefs palatiAe^^only daughter ofCi^ma 
HL has chairSi tables, ftodbs, and (creens 
of foUd filver ; noit So hitndlbmey per* 
haps^ as rich, Angular, and extraordi- 
a^ryf. 

I confefs^ when I gaze en fuch pro* 
,f^Iion of wealth, fojudicioy fly colleftedt 
•and fo carefully place^, now lying in 
;empty room% ^nd ipread Over def(4at;ed 
|)alaces, the fight ftriJlpes me rather with 
;Cnelancholy than pleaC^ire. Tbfi dutchy 
of f^u/canysin^ the xity of Ftcrendt are of 
}no mare immediate cpnfeqwcnce to me 
^an the province of ?V^gi(/| pr th? mcr 

•Jfojfln 1667, difi4 f743' 

/f This j^alace ^ »pw lifec rf Jdcofic pf ik^ great* 

f. '* A province in ^, ,qf Cf^nf/iT^rUu^.** 

L 4 «r<i!Pftlw 
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tropolis' of Huquangf, yet ftill I rpuft be 
grieved to behold a ftate, .that has once 
been glorious, once happy, once power- 
ful, now mouldering away, panting iu 
laft, and finking into nothing. 
FuH Ilium J et ingens Gloria T'eucrorum. 
Arts and fciences weep at the extinc- 
tion of the houfe of Medici. The princes 
of that houfe were many of them learned ; 
all of them encouragers of learning, 
" Tufcany was to Italy^* fays monfieur 
dc VpUairi^ *f y^\izt4tbens was to Greece^'* 



t The firft m rank of the inland provinces qf 
China. Its metropolis is Vu-chang* 

t Thus alio Mr. Btvrtui : ^KFlorenct was dc- 
** fervedly celebrated for having been, during the 
^* whole xvith century, fo eminent a feat of litc- 
** rature, as to be fcarcely equalled by any other 
** in Europe, Florence was in that century called 
^* tht Athens oi Italy J** And again: " Tufcary 

was the midrefs of politenefs to Froncef as 

France has fince been to ^11 the weftem world; 
** and this little province may juftly boaft of 
** having produced (and nearly at one time) a 
«* greater, number of extraordinary men than 
«* perhaps any of the moft extenfive European 
V kingdoms.'* 

What 






LETTER XII. 153 

What Greece is, Tufcany poflibly majr 
be, perhaps Z/n/p, perhaps Europe. The 
ball of empire ipay hereafter roll weft- 
ward, and may ftop in America \ a world, 
unknown when Greece was in its meri- 
diap glory j a world, thaf may favc the 
tears of fome future Alexander. 

I am, dear fir, 

moft truly your^i, 

C O R K £• 



LETTER 
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baneful influence upon our operations 
abroad. I cannot avoid being welj 
T.erfcd in the trUe difpofition of manyv 
perhaps not all, of our countrymen. 
They are raifed to the height of heaven 
by the leaft fuccefe, and,, like the timo- 
Fous Ovid in his fhip, they think them- 
fclves finking to the depth of fartaru$ 
on the leaft appearance of adverfity. 

Natui'C has ' not mwie war our pro- 
vince. She has ftationed us for com- 
merce entirely. We feem not yet to 
have difcovered our natural fauation. If 
we ever have, ic was towards the latter 
end of queen Atine^s wars. And what 
cfFe6t had the difcovery ? : An impolitic 
peace, which has entailed upon us em- 
barraffincnts and dangers, that will fearer 
be furmpiinted in the eighteenth cenr 
tury*. Yet we ftill remain a courageous, 

• How much heavier is the burthen, how mucl^ 
greater is the embarraflinetit, fince this letter wa$ 
written ! 



if 
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if not a warlike, people. All that wc 
can do, I am certain, we fhall jdo by the 
force of arnis ; but that all muft be in* 
fcrior to what the French ' will infallibly 
atchieve, in defiance of ckur ut;nofl: brar 
very.. . , • , • > - 

The ridiculous notion that one En* 
jUJbman can always beat y^xtt Frenchmen 
is now lately indeed explojded, with many 
other abfurdlties worfe than Yulgar er- 
rors ; 1 fay, worfe, becaufe they were firH 
propagated by knaves, and afterwards 
believed^ by fools, nor even quite rejcftcd 
by wife men. The Frmtb are a very 
different people from their anceftors the 
ancient Gauisy " W;ho, " Florus fays, 
^^ were at the beginning of a battle 
^^ more than men, at the latter end Ie& 
" than women *." I hope the prefent 

• ** iid fxfirimento depnhenfum tft^ quifpe /km 
frimus impetus eis major quam *virorum eft, ita fi* 
'quens mnor quamfcfmnarum. Lib* i^.f^/* 4* ^C 
tke variorum notes^on this pailage.7 
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Gaulgy^l nrot fvM the Bi^pan of ti^t 
charadcr i I am fure tfaey will dc^ tht 

It is more than probable, tlmt tht ap^ 
proadlii^ war will not be confined witMn 
the Ufts- of combat at prelent marked 
€mt £ow France asKl England *« When 
the torch of Bdkna is Kghtedi up in any 
part of Europe^ tkt flames of k are apt 
CO kindle a general a>nflagration« I 
dread l/ni%Mf. That we may not 
draw him towards us» as we ate provcrbi- 
ally faid to draw the dcTtl^ by talking of 
bim, let us take a ihort turn or two m 
tbe gallery. 

^ This pr^didion was fataQy a^ompMSiecltf 
tha conceft which b^an mAmericA^xk^tSi ia G^- 
mmf^ and ^ flames ^war> vfhich ^erc lightad 
by Franci and England^ extended to Rujpa^ Spain, 
Portugal, &c. ** So complicated/' fays 'Fohaire^ 
*^ are the political intereib of the prefent time, 
^ ^al a ftot £red in Aaurlca is a iigii.«l for fettipg 
*^ all Eumpi tOgeihft hy thd^^s.** 

t— -— — i — triximuimfAt 

Uc^lig^m i ' ' 

Virg. JEn. ii* vcr* Jia^ 

S My 
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My ^kht ddirei of ^dXkitig it* tihe 
gsdkiy^ k^ to^ 63£i(fnuier partittikrly^ a buft 
^ Alexander i whkllb ftefids in^ ^ comer to 
€te right hand c^ttjMf^rltiiaaee. Mif. .^ 
^)f, whofe Tr^ets^ af^ itot ^ Mdi: 
fitinii^ aftd ^itttxcttt pz,n of fitb Wdrkj, 
tak^ notke of th» esfquifiitt piece e€ 
wafkiflatmaiip^ Hi$ ^ferv^don tyirt^ 
tKt», " Thlere is itt i*e ftme gdfery a^ 
** very beaiit»jl bttffi tH MMnder the 
*^ great, caftiftg tip his face t^ lieavelf, 
^ with a noble air €i grief of <fifi:M<eM- 
" edneis in his lodk*. I hive fdeh tiW> 
«< or three antique buftsf cf Alts^Mdif ixh 
^^ the lame air zttd poftufe, and aiti 
^^ apt to think the fculptor had in his 
•« thougiits the a)pqMcrof> weeping for 
^ new wori(fe, or feme other the fike 
« circumftance in his fiiftory*.'* I pre- 

fume 

* Dr. £M0/b// deibibes ihii Bead as '^ turn* 
^ ed on one fide» with an expreffion of languid* 
^ ment and anxiety in the coantenancej"^.and 
adds, ** The viftuofi. are not agreed at>ouC the 

t* cir- 
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funic to fay, thctc is in ex<x& of fofrow, 
and no other mark of " difcontcntcd- 
** nels>" in the countenancc^f^^;tf^;5ri^;^*. 
That he wept for new worlds to conquer^ 
is an anecdote univerfaHy recorded. But 
that fpecies of grief could neither be 
long nor violent, It was much the ian^ 
as the grief of Julius defar^ who by a 
deep figh, when he beheld Akicander's 
ftatue in the temple of Hercules f , difco- 
vered himfelf forry and aihamcd, that he 
had not yet fignalized his own chara£ter, 
at a time of life, when the Ion of PhiUp 
had fubdued the world. Mr. AddifotCs 
phrafe of " fome other the like circum- 

** cirCumftance in which he is rcprefented ; whc- 
^ ther fainting with the lofs of blood which Be 
'** fnfFered in his zAwtntxktt ztOxyJrace^ or lai- 
** guifhing with the fever contra^^ed by bathing 
** in the C)^^xri»/ ; or, finallyy complaining to his 
** father Jo^ve^ that there were no other worlds 
•* for him to conquer. Letter xxviii. 

• Mr. Kichardfon calls this ftatue ** Mixanier 
•' the Great dying.** See his Travels^ p. 4/. 

t See Suetonius, Lib. I . cap, 7, 

«< ftanc« 
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*« ftance in his hiftory '* is extremely 
Vague and uncertain. I do not remecd- 
ber any " like circumftance '* in the 
hiftory of Alexander. But there are cir- 
cumftanccs in which the Macedonian con- 
queror is reprefented by his biographers^ ' 
as labouring under the moft violent emo- 
tions of forrow. Two very notorious- 
The murder of Clitus f, and the death 
of Hephefiion. He killed Clitus in a fu- 
rious guft of rage. His grief for that 
ra(h adion is fo fully defcribed by 
^ Curtius, that Lam determined to ex- 
tradk fuch parts of the account as fqem to 
permit a great probability, that all the 
bufts of Alexander expreflivc of grief, are 
in memory, and indeed in honour, of fo 
remarkable a contrition : 

" Hafiam ^^ carport jacenHs tvulfarH 
*• retorfit in femet ^ jamque admoverat pec- 

t '< Clituf kad pytit great provocatioii to lit 
royai jnafter by vain indecent expre£ion$. Both 
were deeply intoxicated with lienor. See ^ 
Qurtiusf Lib. viii. Cap. r.** 

M f tori^ 
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f /^n J quum advclant viffles^ ef r^ug^ 
«< nanti e matiibus extfrfH^ntt adhwtumpi 
" in tabernaculum dfiftrunt. lilt Hmi fr^^ 
" ftraverat CQrpus^ gemtn sjuigtuqu^ mifi- 
" rabili Md pfrfonante regid- Lmare^ 
** diittde OS ungHtbus^ et cireumftrantes ro- 

garej ne f§ fania 4^4^CQri fuperftitem 

ejfc paterentur. — - 

** Prima deinde luct fab^n^mU corpus^ 
^^Jcul adhuc cruentum erat^ jujfit inferri, 
*' ^0 pqfito anf^ ipfum^ lacrymi^ obgrtis^ 
" hanc^ inquif^ nuirici tneif grati<^ rc-^ 

" Et cum finis lacryms qt^enli/que noufic^ 
** ret ; jujfu amicorum (i^rpHS ablatum efi. 
Rex triduun^ Jacuit inclufysi qmm ut ar^ 

" obftinatum ejfe cognoverunt -, umnmfi in 
" tabennactdum irrumpunty . diuque precibus 
*' ipjorum relu^afum 4^gre vicerusU^uf cibuff^ 
•* caperet *•" 



ex 



* Lth, viii. Cap. 2^ 

** The fpear drawn from the body oT the de- 

ceafed 
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His lamentaitioRt ht riife <kiath of 
Hipb^ftUn^ y(ret<i greaft, tiut are ncVeir 

tea^d he aitned sit him(Uf ; and had now applied 
^ t^ 1}« bo^HRy Mrken the centineld rim to hm^ 
and wreftinfg it V7 force from his handi, took tip 
the hodf 9 and carried it into a tent. He had 
thrown himfelf proflrate on the gronnd, the whole 
palace refounding with bis cries and groans. He 
then began to tear his face with his nails, and tti 
iatreat thofe who ftood byy not to fufet him to 
farvive fo min:h difgrace. 

<* Early in the morning, he ordered the body, 
bloody as it ilill was^ to be brought out of the 
tent. Which being placed before him, burfting 
Into tears, '^ This,** cried he, " is the return 
'* that i have made to my nurfe, * ♦ • ^ &c. 

** And when there was no end of his tears and 
tomplaints, the body, by the diredion of his 
friends, was removed. The king continued three 
days (hut up. As fbon as his efquires and body- 
guards found that he was obftinately bent on dy- 
ing, they all riiihed into the teiit> and, long obdu- 
rate to their prayers, tbey with dificulty prevailed 
On him to tak6f faftenance." 
' * ^' Wbo!» heyosd the bounds of royal decorum* 
Ai$xandef long bewailed ; ere&ing a tomb for him 
at the ejtpente of twelve thoidand talents, and 
Commanding him,' after his death, to be worihip- 
^d as a god." jHftin^ Lib. xii. Cap. 12. 

M 2 ihen- 
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mentioned to, his honour -}-• I am in- 
clined therefore to pronounce the me* 
lancholy Alexander, in the Florentine gal- 
lery, a perfonal memorial of the rafh de- 
ftruftion of ClituSj ' and of the terrible 
eflefts of intemperance and midnight- 
houfs. The head of the buft is thrown 
back, a pofture naturally expreffive of 
grief ; the throat fwelled, defpair in all 
the mufcles of the face. Art cannot go 
higher in its progrefs, or marble more 
flrikingly exhibit forrow *. 

I am, dear fir, with great truth, 

Your's, 

C O R K E. 

t *' On which occaiioiiy AlexanJer^ cpprefled 
with incredible grief, is faid to have been be- 
trayed into many things on becoming the majefty 
of a king." ^ Curtius, Lib. x. Cap. 4. 

^ A buft of Jlexandtr^ in bronze, equally excel- 
lent, and not unworthy the hand even oiLyfypiUt 
is in the colledion of Thomas Bamty Efq, at Lu» 
near Canterbury^ 

LETTER 



[ 1^5 ■] 



LETTER XIV. 



I 



FUren<e9 February 12th, 175J. 

DEAR SIR, 

Imagine, you will be inquifitive after 
the Italian weather*, and I have 
been refident here long enough to form 
feme judgment of the winter. It began 
late, but willing to repair loft time, it 
has pinched Tufcany^ by a fcvere froft, 
attended with moft intenfe cold, from 
the middle of December till within this 
week, Italy has extremely the advantage 
of England in point of climate. No 
damps, no fogs, no vapours, na gloomy 

• " The perfpiration in Italy (fays a friend of 
** mine in on« of his letters to me) as it has been 
** confirmed by exad and repeated experiments^ 
** exceeds confiderably that in thefe iflands. It is 
'^ fiiperior to all other difcharges, being | of 
'• the whole in England zxi^ Ireland.*^ 

M 3 . / fuicide* 
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fuicidc- weather, which never fails to rcitT 
dcr us miferable and melancholy ; and 
for which, (eloquar <mjilt$m ?^) our chief 
fanacca is wine. 

The fun appears at noon conftantly, 
and has as much influence in Florence sl% 
this time of the year, as he has in Ltm- 
den in the celebrated numdi of M^\ 
but the ftofl: has been io powerful,^ that 
the MeifropoUtaa of thijs city obtained; 
aj;)out a fortnight ago>, a lic^ncf from the 
pope ibc the cpmqaon' people to* oat eggn 
during the rem^dec oi Lentx the frofl: 
having coniumedr al) the gardei^-ftufF. 
The Italians %> it ia a holder wini^er 
than they havf reinembi^ many ye^s. 

*^ What atie tshou^ FrofI ? aocJ whence 

*^ are thy kee» ftores 
** Derived, thou fceret all-invading 

" powcr^ ' 
" Whom even thf illidive fliyd. cap-* 

notifly * ? ** ' . 

• " Fmni Mr. Tkomj^on'i S:$afimsf and^ltiuitlr, 
the f)cft, at leail tlie faolddt of tJiem* UfinUP^*"^ 

z Till 
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Till the middle of Novemier^ we 
fcarcc wanted or defired a fire. Since 
that time, fcarcc any fire has been fuffi- 
cient to Warm us. Wood is the ortly 
fewcl we can piirchafc It is very diar ; 
which accounts for the few chimneys 
thit are to be found m this city. The 
Italians enjoy the fun in fuch perfeftioti 
during three parts of the year, thaty 
during the fourth, they fcorn artificial 
heat, ot at leaft they makt ufe of no 
iridre th>n what is contained in fmatt 
brazen froves, that are portable, 

I think I ought to add that the wea- 
ther in TufiOny is almoft as uncertain as 
in England. EVen the froft. has been 
interf upted twice or thrice by a fudden 
thaw ; but the difference of the change 
is much lefs noxious to the human body 
with them, than^with us ; and I muft 
farther fay, on this occafion, that the /• 
ialians are either not melancholy, or fo 
very grave, that the diftindtion is not 
perceptible. 

The Carnival, which begins the day after 

^ 4 Ghrijlmas- 
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CMJimas'dayj and bfts iiW AJh-wedntfdaj^ 
?nded two xi^ys ago» February the loth. 
With it, has ceafed a ftrangc fccne of 
Italian mirth and gaiety. I know not 
•^cll how to defcribc it ; nor do I think 
it very material to defcribc. I believe 
it the dregs of the ancient Satum^a. 
Feafts, balls, operas, comedies, reign, 
and roll ^y turns, throughout the whole 
licentious feafon -, but the chief joy con- 
fifts in the liberty of going mafked, of 
which the confequences are fo ea&ly 
gueflcd, that th^y need no recital. At 
iKKHi, during the three laft days of the 
Carnival, there is a maikeid aflembly in 
the piazza under the gallery,* where, for 
the fpace of two hours, the higheft no- 
bility, and the loweft mechanics, meet 
and joftle each other, keeping all diftinc^ 
lion and pride clofely fealed up under 
their mafks. Upon the whole, the pub- 
lic diverfions of the Flcrentines are either 
childifh or infipid, to a. forprifing degree*. 

Dq 

f ^ Aniorg ether childifli diverfions of tic 

parniyal 
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Do not mifapprehend me in point of 
Italian gravity; it borders not on niorofe- 
nefs, nor ftupidity. It is a compofurc, 
fo which the French are ftrangers by na- 
ture, and the Englijb by imitation. The 
liaHans are by no means defcftive in a 
kind of hilarity peculiar to themfelves. 
Th^ women appear much more lively 
than the men : their black eyes are very 
bright and piercing. Both lexes are una- 
nimoufl/ civil to ftrangers, if you allow 
91 perpetiial flow of bows, curtefies, and 
iiniles, to be branches, as they certainly 
are, of civility. AH foreigners, even he- 
retics, ^roay live unmolefted, and with 
tranquillity, in the ftates of Italy^ efpe-t 
cially in Florence, 

Two foriper charaifleriftics of the Ita- 

Carnival is the Befana^ which Alfieri^ in his dic- 
tionary, thus explains : Fantoccio di cfnci che la fe^ 
ra delV Eptfania i fandulli e le femine fungono alia 
^rteftreJ* A puppet, made of rags, which on the 
eve of the Epiphany^ the women and children hang 
put at the windows* 

Hans 
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Uanf arc cntirdy worn ont ; Crocky and 
Jealoufy. The ftiietto b fheathcd fctf 
cvtr. The poifonous bowl is . dalhcd 
to fktcs. Th^ " ftlfpicioiis hufband '* 
15 totally unknown. Eren rdigiwi ex- 
cites no thiritfor blood : yeft m jpcnnt df 
jedoufy, I nraft fay, • 

/»riifV /« Scyllam^ cupiens vifari Cha- 
ry bdim *. 

Witliin thefe laft cvw> days^ have bft- 
gtm penitence and abMiteffcc for Che fin^ 
of tbi Carnival. Now tfiotfkilfe fevei»ifiy 
prefides. Now prieftly powcp exerts- it- 
ielf, and calls forth its beft alReSj the 
pope, the de\^l, excommwhicaticMiv: and 
hell-firebrands. Some pf my <io^ilti»y. 
men, Giipious to fee popery in its utmoft 
, figour, made an excurfion lately to La 
^rappey no great diftance from Florence^ 
^here refide the moft feyere fet of 

^ If e fhons Qharyhdis % bu^ on SiyUa falls. 

A monkiih proverb. 

monks 
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B^nks in the chriftian church f. TH« 
accauDt which thefe gentlemen have 
given me is much the lame that I have 
formerly read. The highcft diet of 
thofe anchorets amounts not even to the 
luxiitriaus delicacy of an egg. Their 
conftant food is herbs and roots • Their • 
dria^ is water* They wear no linen. 
They Ue on ftraw* They rife at mid- 
night. They fpeak not to each other. 
They live in a continual ftate of mifery. 
Yet they appear decently chearful, and 
pacticularly courteous and obliging to 
aJl ftraogers. I am always ftruck with 
^uimzement on* refk^iag how men could 
at firft be brought ta thefe kind of felf- 
punifhmems as the, only means to pbtaia* 
an inheritance in heaven; or how they 
can poffibly imagine, that fuch fort of 
inftitutions muft be acceptable to that 
great and bountiful Being, who created 
th^ ear^^ and filled it with- inhabitants,. 

t ** Tlley were ihvited to refide in Tufcany by 
Cofino BI. See Les Memoires de Florence^ p. 60." 

to 
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to be a mutual benefit and comfort to 
eiach other j giving us rain from heaven^ 
and fruitful feafons^ filling our hearts with 
food and gladnefs. 

The original of monaftical orders is, as 
r remember, generally deduced from Paul 
of Thebes \ whofc folitary life reached one 
hundred and thirteen years, having paflcd 
ninety of them, from the age of twenty- 
three, praying in a defert. He was born 
in the year of Chriji zii^ and lie died, 
(as he had foretold to St. Anthony^ who, 
by the infpiration of a dream had dif- 
covered, and viGted him,) in the year 
34 1 . His difciplcs of La ^rappe oidce 
me recolka the Selli^ whom Homer men- 
tions as reKgious priefb oi Jupiter^ 

mr^ •,— --• — ^ afAipi Sh ^KKoi 

fJLXievycu*. Iliad. 11. v^. 234* 

• Whofc groves the SM\ race auftcre ! furround. 
Their feet unw^fl^'d^ their fliimbers oq the 
ground, fo/e. 

Paul 
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Paul of T*bebes and his difcipks were 
of modefn growth in comparifon of the 
monks of Dodona. You find, from the 
authority of Horner^ how very early this 
particular mode of religion' took place in 
^the world. The Almighty has permitted 
himfelf to be worfliipped in fo many va- 
rious ways, that we may reft aflured, a 
remnant of all religions will be faved. 
1 muft go farther, and prefume to hope, 
that, in due time, that remnant may be- 
come the whole. 

I have feen the famous maufoleum of 
the feven late dukes of Tufcatr^ *. At 
prefent, their bodies lie in a little dark 
chapel belonging to the church of St* 
Lorenzo : but are, or rather were, in- 
tended to be removed to a much more 
noble adjoining repofitory, adorned, as 
much of it as is complcated, with jafpcr, 
agate, lapis lazuli^ and various coloured 

• Viz. Co/fm I. Franciii Ferdinand I. Cofm$ II. 
Ferdinand II. Co/mo III. and John Gafion. See 
their genealogy in the appendix. This maufo- 
leum was beguA in the year 1604. 

marbles ; 
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marbles^ clear and rcfiedmg as looking' 
glais, and impenetrable to fcracch^ by 
the iharpeft iroii inftrument. Mr.Jd^ 
difan^ who was at Florence in the reign o^ 
Cofm$ III. fays, that *« the houfe of Afr- 
** diet will probably be extinft, be- 
*« fore their burial-place is finifticd.'^ 
His opinion is verified : they are 
cxtinft, and the burial-place is unfinifli- 
ed. Whoever is determined to be per- 
feftly fecure, that a jiionumem Ihall be 
built to his memory, fhould follow the 
example of a certain Italian knight and 
doftor, whole diftruft of his heirs made 
htm ercdk a monument to himfelf during 
his own life-time. He placed it in the 
cathedral-church of Parmd. The dpi* 
taph is too curious not to recolfedt. 
Jo. Martinus Mairacca^ 
/. V. DoSlor et Eques^ nolens difcreticni 
Haredum ftare^ Vivus pofidt *. 

* Jo. Muriin MmraccAf 
•An &oneft man/dodor and knigllt. 
Unwilling to abide by the difctetion of his keir9»* 
Placed it in his life-time. 

Throughout 
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Througkouc Florence the thirft of 
magnificeocc feems to have exceeded 
the power of execution. No public 
building is finiibcd. The cjithedral 
[II Du^ma] has a wooden front, painted 
in fuch a manner as to ihew the intended 
defign, if executed in marble*. Many 
of the other churches are ftill farther 
from cpippktion. Thjs defe<3: diminilh- 
cs the beauty of the city, which other- 
wife would appear to excefs : but with 
all its imperfeftions, it is juftly called 
Florence the fair f. 

I am, dear fir, 

ever your's, 

Cork t. 



* The dome (or cathedral) was thas adorned 
with painting inflead of porphyry, at the mar'* 
liagc of prince Ferdinand^ elder brother of John 
Qafton^ the lafl great-duke of the family of Medici. 

f In like manner our author's great relation, 
Mr. Robert Boyle, who was at Florence in the year 
1^41, expreiTes hi% opinion of it as follows : '' Flo* 

** rence 
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'* rence Is a city, to which natare has niot grodg^ 
** ed a pleaUng iituation» and in which archi- 
•* teflure has been no niggard either of coil or 
** (khU but has fo induilrioufly and furoptuouflf 
** improved the advantages liberally conferred 
** by nature, that both the feat and bnihlingr 
'* of the town abundantly jaftify the title the 
*' Italians have given it of FatW* Mr. Boyle's 
Memoirs of his o-ivft Ufe during his minoritj. 

While Mr. Boyle refided in that city, the fa- 
mous Galileo^ whofe new paradoxes he ftodied, 
died within a league of it. 

The reputation of Mr. Boyle was (b well efta- 
bliihed at Florence (as well as in England) in i66o» 
that Mr. Robfl^t Soutbnvelt (afterwards knighted^ 
and prefident of the Royal Society) wrote to him 
from that city, to inform him that the great-duke 
(Ferdinand \L) who was not only a patron of 
learning, but a mailer of it himfelf, was extreme- 
ly deiirous of a correfpondence with him. Set 
Boyle*s fForks^ vol. v. p. 403, 404. 
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Letter xv* 



Florence^ February 27tli, I7S;» 

AT length my old enemy has over- 
taken mc in Italy. The gout, 
that hereditary legacy entailed upon mc 
by my ailceftors^ confines me to my bed. 
The truth is, I hare felt fome threats 
from it, during the greateft part of the 
winter. Neither the way of life, nor the 
elimate, agrees with me. The flow ap- 
proaches of niy diftemper are always 
worfe than the diftemper itfelf • as the 
apparatus is often worfe than the inci- 
.fion. The Iharp if ings of gouty pains 
are more tolerable than the liqgering 
tealing complaints, which precede this 
invincible difeafe. The paroxyfm over, 
we feem to renew life ag^in. We 
prefume, that we have taken a new leafe, 
and with great joy cancel the old on? \ 

N . but 
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bot atas f the terms and €laufes grovr 
fefs and le& advantageous to the poor 
tenant. May you, my dear friend, de- 
ftend the hill of Kfe, and enter into the 
vale of eternity, by gentle.and impercep- 
tible degrees, without finding die leafl; 
ftone, or bramfaie^ in your wAy ! 

Imprifoncd thus within ^ ikmtow 
fimits of my curtains, I have no better 
amufemcnt, no furcr meitcment to pa- 
tience, than^ what muft arife from 
books. The few volumes, which I 
brought from Englani^ I have long fince 
read over and over. A fpecul^ve mind 
is always in fcarch of novelty. With this 
view, I have deeply immerlcd myfelf in 
the Florentme ,ltv&orY % and, from time 
to time, have epitomifed as much of it, 
as to me appeals molt remarkable *. As 

there 

• This epitome rf tic reyolorions of Tufcanjft 

in a (cries of letters, of which twelve were fini^i- 

' td, which brooghtit down ftom the year 1215 to 

jr^e birth oi JUxiOuUr, aftwwards duke oiFlorenUf 

in 15 1 a, (whom, by a .potation from Scipio Ai»- 
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there are many anecdotes in the latter 
part of it, which the hiftorians, either 
from prudence, or fome other caufc, 
have not inferted, and as I have learned 
thofe anecdotes from the converfation of 
fuch Florentines^ as are beft verfed in thcj 
ftory of their own country, I fhall not 
fcruple to recite to you certain fafts, 
which, at leaft, bear a great femblancc 
to truth, and probably have been fup* 
preffed during the power and reigns of 
thcMedici^ for reafons eafily conjeftured. 
I have already fuggefted to you, per- 
haps not in a manner fufEciendy explicit 
thati if you take a view of the princes of 
Medici in a growp, you will feel reve- 
yence and refpeft at one part of the pic- 
ture, and be ftruck with amazement and 
horror at the remainder. 

0tirat$i the author proved to be the illegitimate 
fon of pope Clet/^ent VIL) not being completed fa 
the manned his lordfhip intended, ftill remains in 
manufcript ; though, unfinifhed as it is, it wottld 
\t a very accepuble prefent to the public. 

N2 To 
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To revere and honour them, you muft 
confider their generofity, their benefac- 
tions to men of learning, their policy, 
and their fcientific inftitutions. To view 
them with horror and amazen>cnt, you 
need only liften to the undoubted out^ 
rages of their private lives, by which 
you will be convinced, that few orjione 
of the whole race were endued with the 
ibfter pafHons of the human foul. I wiih 
that, in many of their group, their love 
was not luft, their good-nature, ollenta- 
tion, their dignity, pride, and their 
fcnfe, cunning. 

I have already told you a Shocking 
ftory of Ccfmo I *. Let me mention 
another, of the fame prince, if poflible, 
ftill more horrid. 

Co/nto di Medici^ the fon of John d^ 
Medici^ had two wives, Leonora of TV- 
h^o^ and Camilla Martelli-f. By the 

firft, 

• In Letter XI, p. 126. 

f " This lady^as a Florentine, She bore no 

. childrcA^ 
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firft, he had two daughters, and fcveral 
ions. His fon (John) was, by the fin- 
gular and extraordinary favour of po;^6 
P/Vj IV. created a cardinal in the year 
1560, when he was only feventeen years 
of age. He was killed, in hunting, by 
his next brother Garctas^ a youth, who 
had always difcovered an untoward and 
barbarous difpoHtipn. Whether the 
young cardinal wa$ killed purpofely, or 
by chancf^^ remains uncertain. He wa$ 
t^c fiwrovrite of the great-duke hi$ fa- 
t;her, who had obfcrved in his fecond 
ion as great an inclination to wickednds^ 
as in his eldeft to piety. C^fmo^ anger 
Qn the occalipn was outrageous^ He or- 
d^ed Garcias never to appear befOriEr 
bim : he poQtiyel^ ^ccufed him of wiU 

children, at leaft none that lived. See Sdf. Am- 
mrat99 Lib. xxxv* Amt. 1570. pag, 550." 

ThuanuSf however, Ind Moreri both mention 
her having a daughter, Virginia^ who married 

N3 . m 
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fal murder. He woykt kctf nx> mid- 
gating circumftsice or cxcufe in his fa- 
TOOT. In dm wrathfoi difpo^ima the 
gre^-duke coiidnued fome tSbnth^ tili 
by the ttpcm^ itjxt&aiti of die grahd- 
dutches Lemwa^ he at laft contend, 
that his fori m^ht thrdver himfcSf acci* 
dcfntally, as it were-, at his feer. 

The time chofen for this intcrticinr 
^Was On JE^^^.day, at the jgiteat-di^c^s 
return from church ; the tender modicr 
Imagining, that, at ftich a fealbn, all 
former rcfentment muft be buried, and 
paternal affeftion reftored. Garcias pre- 
ftrited Inmfelf before his fathei- in thfe 
minher intended; when, in a momeia^ 
without the leaft hefitation^, Cefm cftWfr 
^ dagger, (which he had concealed on 
purpofe,) and ftabbed Garcias to the 
heart. 

Refleft on eveiy circuniftance, the 

time, the manner, and the olgeft, — you 
will fcance rcmseflffber fd ftrofig an i»r- 

2 ftance 
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fiance pf nature ftartingfrono htt'courk^ 
and diveftiag herfelf of every fpark of 
liumanity. 

Nonfe of the ItalMn liiftomns hav>6 
^red to mention this hocrible catafiro^ 
pheK I havoc &en the laonuments cf 
the two youths among xh/o ducal family^ 
in a fmaSSi buiying^place within the far 
jcrifty of St. Lar^Msa. What cknnot 
fx^eir do, when it could conoeal and. 
efface fo atrocious a murder ? 

The generd ohara&er to be formed 
of Co/mo I. feems to <be the iame, as tha£ 
given by lord Clarendon of OMvir Otim^ 
imlly " A great wicked moft f •'' The 
parallel might dill be carried farther: 
he was courageous and lucccfsful ; he 
lived in bloody tempeftdous times-, he 
liad fkilly a(^iviry> and ftrength^ both of 

^ ** I have Ttzi it in inaii«icrij»t» bat it wa« 
^ewn to me with the atmoft cauuon, even now^ 
yifhtn the hoofe o£ Medici is no more." 

t Lord CAir/flb/0/y's words aie ** ^ tram wiisk^ 

N 4 body 
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body and mind, to buflfet thp ftorm?. 
His fenfe, or rather his cunning, dircart^ 
cd him when to yield properly, not ti- 
midly, to the fierceft winds, that could 
blow. He put an end to the common:) 
wealth. He wiflied and endeavoured tq 
be king of Tufcany : finding that point 
impoffible to be carried, he contented 
himfelf with the title of great^duke, 
which comprifed the regal power. Thus 
far the parallel holds. It will go no 
farther. Co/mo M^as learned and vicious : 
Cromwell was neither. 

What faith can be given to hiftq. 
rians ♦, when Scipio Ammirato. who car^ 

rie^ 

^ '* ^oreri %8, that f* M. 4e Tioti relate? 
" <his ftory in the xxxift book of the fli/ery of 
" bis own times j but as it is not in the firft edi- - 
« uon of his work, and only in the edition pf 
" Geneva, pnbliiDied after his death, many authors 
" have doubted the faa j and fnppofe that both 
" the brothers died of the plague, which was at 
" the time pnblickly afferted by the great-duke." 
$e^ the Letters of M. de Lan/ac, ambaffador ffem 

Cketrle^ 
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jdes down his hiftory to the death of Cof- 
pio I, gives an account of cardinal John 
and his brotI>er Garcias de Medici^ in the 
following manner. 

" This year [1562J a domeftic cala- 
5« mity afflrfted the family ofCofmOj who 
^' had been kept long at Sienna fettling 
5* the affairs of that ftate, and afterwards 
^* had been engaged in defigning a for- 
f * tifkation at Grojfeto^ where the air is 
'< extremely unwholefome. This pofli- 
^' bly might be the occafion, [q per che 
f ' €os\ alia divina bonta fujfe fiaciuto] or 
^^ bccaufe it fo pleafed the divine good- 
5* nefs, that cardinal John^ and after- 
^' wards Garcias his brother, notwith- 

Charles DC. to the council of Trentf and Mmreri, 
Tome vi. /. 242. 

** The ftory is fold with many circumftances 
and great formality by M. de Thou^ who endea* ^ 
"vours to juftify Cofin9 in murdering his ibn, ** con« 
f* cealing,'*. he fays, ** and revenging this do- 
^' medic wound with equal prudence and feveri- . 
V ty,'' Sccnuampi^onayLit.xxxiu/ea.^J* 

^ ftanding 
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^ (landing the utmoft (kill of their pliyfi* 
^ cians, died, and occafioned the death of 
^* their mother, whdi, haying been long iU 
^ of a complaint in her ftomacb, was not 
^ able to fupporfc this frcfli aflKflion/* 

By killing his own ion, Qfma killed 
the mother of that fon, his wife. What 
^n ago^ifin^ fi^t rnuft it fafe to hor, to 
^hold her child, whofe foiigivenefi 
file thought eftablilhed, weltering in 
his blood ? tiiat blood ^ih by her huf- 
l^nd, his father -y that father jt^ re- 
turned fix>m the ahar ! But what fha^ 
ii^ fay for Ammirato^ whd conceals one 
cerunn, and one fuppofed, murder^, or 
•places them to the account of divine im-^ 
pulfe ? *^ It pkafed the divine good- 
*^ nefa,** that a brother Ihowld deftroy a. 
brother, and "a father murder his fon« 
To the fame account, by this way of 
reaibning, may be placed every wicked- 
•fiefs that can be perpetrated. TI» hifto- 
rian cannot plead ignorance. He be- 
trays his confc^ous knowled^ at the 

end 
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end of his work, whjsre, after fumming 
up the praifes of the grand-duke, per- 
haps not very much in too exalted a 
(train, he concludes the chara£ter* by 
faying, that ^f if Ciffmo had not iullied 
** the brightnefs of his virtues by two 
** bad aftions, the one of incontinence," 
£with his own daughter,] •* the other of 
crudty," [die aiurder of his own fon,] 
very few of die mofit renfowned pritt^ 
ces of any age could have been cotn* 
pared to him f • 

111 or well^ 
I muft be always yburs^ 

Cork b. 



, • *• It is the laft fentence in his hi&ory,^ 
t Thus ali(o he is ftiled by ThtiaMts, " A 
** pfbatt ^nddwed With fingular a<fcompliihmenfs, 
^* nattu-al and acqmred, and in whoih the great- 
*' eft profperity united with fingular pmdence.'* 
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Florence, Marcli jodi, I7S5* 

I Was determined not to write to you^ 
till I could fay, that I was again 
crawling up hill, and leaving my gout 
b?hind me. Thi$ day I have dined in 
our falon, and, by the help of twe 
(licks, I walked thither. By the time 
you receive this letter, conclude me danCf 
ing, pr rather baulking ip fl|e fun. 

I am now, my dear friend, notwithft^d- 
ing my gout, travelling apace through 
the Florentine hiftorians. In hiftorv, as 
in perfonal commerce with mankind, we 
c^nnojD be too diffident of firft uripre^ 
^ons. They are apt to fink j^eipp, and 
are Jiot e^fily crafed. 

There is no finifhed hiftory oi Florence* 
I mean none that brings us to modem 
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ttfnes, or that goes through the fcveW 
reigns of the Medici. 

Machtavel* commences very early.' 
The fiiin of the Roman empire, and the 
confequences of it, fill his firft book. In 
his fecond book begins the hiftory of 
Tafcatty. It 13 carried down, in the^fuc- 
ceeding books, to the year 1492. By 
his addrefs to pope Clement VII f , he ap- 
pears to have intended a k}nger woric. 
The lower he had gone, the more par- 
tial he muft have been, as he wrote un- 
der the eye and influence of the pope. 

Varcbi % , I think, confines himfelf to 
the hiftory of his own times. I have 



• €i 



Mathia*vePs hiftory is in eight books, dedi- 
cated to pope Clement VII. '' at Whofe command/' 
he fays, ** he undertook it." 

A new edition of all the works of Macbia'vel 
fcas lately been publifbed by Mr. Barttti^ in three 
.volumes, quarto. 

t Illegitimate fon of Julian de Medidf who 
was killed by the Pazzi, 

% " Of this hiftorian there is a very full ao« 
count in Af^rm'sdiAionary." 

only 
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fnljr uf^4 him »9 ^di^ipAary to partku^^ 
lar paflages. 
S^ni* h^&m m %b^7^ and proceeds 

itfara$ ^ 1^9^ u&^(^ 9f P^hI W - 
in the yctri 555 f. 

Scipi9 Ammirat0^ who in ex^£kM& 9* 

ceocb them #U, commences the t^ead 

of his luurrfttkm in the veiy earJirft tiixies, 

and brings his readers from the fcven* 

teeoth year of the chriftian sta to the 

death of Cafmo the fiift geeat-duke of 

^ ** T|ie.9tpic ofS0gm dqes npt occur !« ^fr 
r^r/, ^tfji^, or CoUip-y 

t Two other hiftorians, both citizens of Flo^ 
tence^ defervc to be mentioned : i . Frineis Gutcci- 
jttrtlinif equally eminent as a general and a writer, 
;nrho wrote the hiflory of Italy ^ in twenty books, 
from 1494 ^^ ^SS^* which has been tranilated in- 
to iix different languages. He died in 1540., 
His work was continaed, in twenty-two books, by 
JohtfBaptift Adriani^ his friend and fellow-citi- 
sten. 2. Leonard Aretin^ chancellor of Florence^ 
who wrote the hiftory of his own times, and alio 
that oi Florence in particular; who may be con*^ 
"fidcred as the great reviver of claflical Latin in 
Eurcpe, He died in 1444. 

Tufcattr/^ 
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Tufcatryy which happened in the year 
1574, in the 55th year c£ lus age, rf 
whicli he had c^eigned 39^. 

No later hiftoiies of ^ufcasrf are es- 
tant ^. Of tb^ four hiftorians whoofi I 
have mentioned, and to mention more 
to you would be to little purpoie, Ma^ 
^bravel is the fnoft tempting and the 
mod d^gerous. His jpeeches are the 
ipfttchc^ of U'ly ; fit and proper for the 
ferfon to rpeak, who never fpoke them» 
Give me leave, however, to fend you 
one, which perhaps is genuine ; at lead, it 
has <aptivated me fo much, that I could 
not refift sb/^ pl^a&re of trying how k 
vipuld appear in En^UJb. The occa- 



% Ammr09 was caaon of Flonncif and died 
iliere in 1603. ** His works arie in tliree vols, 
folio, die fifftandfecond boimd togetbcr, printed 
at FUrttice, 1647. 

• " There. is a later/ bat it is fo wretched a 
performance, that it ooght never to be named or 
faUed ahiftory. It is a vaft Iblio, printed at fV- 
asrV/y i74i„thecompoiitionofGi«^/r^MMrr^M/' 

fion 
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fibn of it ii memorable. It is thtf 
ipeech of Lorenzo de Medici to his fellow- 
citizens, on his efcape from the Pazzi 
confpiracy, in which his brother Julian 
inras killed, in the cathedral, at the be- 
ginning of high mtaf9> on Sunday Jpril 
26th, 1478** 

*' The 

* Stt a note on Letter Xl. 

in another letter, which does nbt appear, lorii 
Corke^ defcribing the cathedral of FUrtnct, meff* 
tions thk conipir^qr in the following manner : 

*^ Vou will probably think of Lorenzo di Midi* 
€h whenever you enter the cathedral of Fhrence. 
The church appears I3ce a vaft gloomjr vaah, fit 
for atfaflination^ and ddeds of hor/0^« TwinidlD^ 
lamps glimmer,, half-extinguiitfd, before die 
altar, and rather excite the ideas of a prifon than 
reprcfent the glories of the houfc of prayer. Yoa 
will behold fpaee without grandeur,- ntagnificenoe 
without brightnefs, and fplendor wi|hout light. 
The marble pavement is beantifttl. Here, and 
there a ftatue dem'knds obfervation. The cuppla, 
which is odtagonal, has a fine tSt&. The church' 
itfelf is Of a fize to fuit a larger city. The Out- 
fide is impannelled with variousTColoured marbk, 
cxprcflive rather of neatncfs than of grandeur. 

Man/ 
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** The events which have happened 
** leave me under a doubt, moft noble 
^^ lords, and mod magnificent citizens, 
** whether I ought at prefent to condole 
** or to rejoice with you. When I re- 
** fledt indeed with how much treachery 
** I have been attacked and my brother 
U murdered, the part 1 am to afllime is 
i** forrow ; my heart, my very foul, muft 
*^ be abfm-bed in afiliftion. But \dien I 
.•^ confider with Jiow much alacrity, 
" with how much care, with how much 
" afFedion, and with what univttfai 
** concujrrehce, my brother has been 
** revenged, and myfdf defended, I 
** muft neceflarily feel in my own heart, 
.** not only joy, but exultation and glory. 
«* If I am taught by experience, that I 
** i^ayc more enemies than I cpuld have 

Many of the churches in Fldrtnct contain greater 
curioiities, while ^anta Reparata remains for ever 
diflingnifhed as the fpot where the Pascxi incom* 
pktcly performed their bloody tragedy.'* 

^^ fuppofed. 



^94. LETTER XVL 

«« fxxppdkd^ the iame expemnoe teaches 
^^ mey th«t I have mom sealoos and 
.<^ more ardent friends than J could. 
'^ bavc knai^ned. X am to eondob 
^ with you on ite ii^ries done to 
-<^ (ttfaers : I am to congratulate yiui, 6n 
"^^ ^^nir ^ood <^ces and kmd beha:^dQnr 
^ to me* But ftiU I atp omftndned 
^ to e]q)rc& my grief^ ais thf , injuries 
«< which I and my brother harexeceived 
,^ have been extraordinary, unexampled^ 
^ and undefenred. 

<* Confider, moft h(»)OuraUe rttkens, 

^^ in what a fituationwe have been placed 
*^ We were not lafe amidft otrr friends^ 
•* our relaticms^, nor even in the church 
^ itielf. Thoie, who thinly themfelves 
*^ in immediate danger of deadi, never 
^^ fail to apply to their frknds and their 
•* relations for fuccour. We found ours 
'.^ aimed for our deftrudion. Thofe^ 

. * " The Paxzi txid the Mufid were rehtci by 
ifiter*inarriq^»f' 

*^* wha 
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-^ who arc under any public or private 
jw perlecution, fly for refuge to churches. 

In the plaae where others ^t defended; 

our family is to be deftroycd. Where 
^ parricides and aflaflSns are fecure, the 
** Mkdfti find therr murderers. But 
*« God, (who heretofbi^ lias been 
•" pleafed never to abandon our houfe) 
^* has ftill faved us, and has undertakeii 
" the defence of our caiife. 

** What injury have we ever done to 
*** any mani that can have exeked fb 
•** great a thirft of reveiige ? We have 
** given no offence even to thofe, who 
^ have {htyfm themfelvcs fo mveteratdy 
'*« our enemies. If we had, they cbuld 
*« not now have hurt us. If they attri^ 
^ bute to lis any public grievance, if 
'** that be their pretence, (I inow not 
^ that it is)^he offence which tfey have 
"•* taken is againft you, not againft us* 
^*« It is againft this palace, againft this go- 
'«< vernment, not againft our family. To 
"*•* think that your citizenj arc injured in 

6 a " our 
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<^ our favour, is far from truth. If yon 
^^ would have fuficred it, we WQM}d not 
^* have dond it. 

** But whoever will thoroughly cxa- 
^ mme the truth of fafts will find, that 
'^ our family, has been raifed by you^ 
*^ for a£ts of humanity, liherali^, and 
^ generofity. Is it pofiible then that 
*^ we, who have honoured flrangers^ 
<* ihould injure our own relations ? 

*^ If thefe tumults have been raifed 
^ from a thirft of dominioa(and that 
«< they have been fo, the feizure of the 
<< palace, and the armed men iii the pi- 
<< azza, are a demonftration) fo blade, 
^< fo ambitious, and fo vile an intention, 
♦* need only be fecn to be detefted. 

** if they have done this from a mo- 
•* tive of hatred to our authority, they 
*< offend not us : they offend you, who 
** have given us thit authority. An au- 
*« thority ufurped ought indeed to be 
^* held in deteftation; not an authg* 
*< l^ty, which has been kcc^uired by a£ts 

« of 
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* of humanity, and munificence. It is 
*« well known to you all, that our fami- 
** ly never rofe to any degree of gran- 
*' deur, unlefs fummoned to it by this 
*^ palace, and your united voices. 

*' My grand-father Co/mo* returned 
** not from exile by arms or violence ; 
*^ he returned by your confent. My 
** father -f-, old and infirm, couM not be 
faid to defend the flate againil its nu« 
mcrous enemies, but you yourfelves, 
by your authority and your benevo- 
** lence, defended it. Nor, after the 
*^ death of my father, could I (being at 
** that tiriie only a child J) have main- 
^^ tained the authority of our houfe, but 

• *^ Co/mo de Medkif who was furnamed Pa^ 
fir Patriitf was exiled^ and retired to Venice t ill 
the year 143 3. He and his relations returned 
to Florence in 1434. He died in 1464, aged 75,'* 

t V*' Fcter deMedicU\xL% fon, was born in I4i6» 
and died in 1472. He was gonfalonier in 1460.** 

X Lorenzo was at that time 24 years of age, he 
being born in 14489 and his father dying in 1472. 

O 3 "by 
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^* by your counfels and your" favour. 
^« Ncyir could our houie ever ha^^e go^ 
^* verned the (late, if ynu had not join* 
^* ed us in dire£ling and governing it 

^* I cannot fee therefore any motive 
^* they h^ve to bate^ or any joft caufe 
^* to envy us. Let them carry their ha* 
^^ tred againft their own anceftors, who 
^* by pride and avarice, have loft that 
^* high reputation, which our anceftors 
^* knew wifely by contrary methods to 
^^ maintain. 

*^ But let us fuppofe, that the injuries 
^' which they . haye ^rceived irom us 
^ have been great, and that their defirc 
^* of our ruin was juft : wherefore have 
^* they come with ofFenfive weapons 
♦Vto this palace.^ Why have they 
^ made a league with the pbpe* and 
^* the -f- king of iViap/fj.againft the liberty 
V of this republic ? Why have they 
*| ififrmged upon the k)ng peace of ///?^.^ 

* ihctju IV#- t^ Ferdinand VL. 

*^ Fop 
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*« For this they have no excufe. Let 
^^ ihem injute tliofe only, from wlK>m 
** they have received injuries; but leu 
«* them not blend private enmities and 
*« public offences. It is from hence 
^* that our misfortunes are augmented, 
** becaufe the pope and the king of JVii- 
^^ fUs are coming hither armed^ and 
'«< affirm that they wage war againft mc 
** and my family. Would to God, it 
** were true ! the remedy would not 
** only be immediate, but certain •, for I 
^ am not fo bad a ckizen, as to regard 
^ my own fafety mere than your fecu- 
'• rity. No, I would moft willingly prev 
** vent your ruin by my own. 

** The powerful never fail to glofs the 
*' wrongs which they have perpetrated 
*' by fome fpccious pretext. This is the 
" method they have taken to cover their 
<^ mod difhonourable actions. 

^* Neverthekfe, ftiould you be of an« 
^ other opinion, I am entirely at your 
f« diipofal ; behold me here ready to be 

O ^ ** dircdcd, 
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^ »S dircAcd, or defcitcd, by you. You 
*^ arc my fathers, you arc my defenders; 
«* .Whatever you command, I fliall moft 
«» chcarfoUy obey. Nor wUl I refufe, 
♦^ if you d^efire it, to terminaije by my 
^^ own blood, a war thus begun by the 
« blood of my brother */* 

Here you fire the power and eloquence 
of Maciiavel. He was a man of gneat 
ftrength of body and mind» As an ia«> 
ftance of the firft, we are told, that he 
\jpdcrwcnt the torture of tb^ ^ejtitfn f , 

^ ** This fpeech,*' by the writers of the Uh*^ 
^$r/al Modem Hifiory^ " if it has iio( bee^ em.- 
*^ belli(hed by MacbiavtU ihews Lorenza to havf 
** been one of the greateft orators that ever lived." 
Jt is inferred, together with a full account of the 
€onfpirac7y in Mach'a^veTt eighth book* 

f He w^s put to the torture by the Medich on a 
fllfpicion of his being an accomplice in the mar 
chinations of the Soderini againft their houfe. He 
bore it without confeffihg any thing. To pacify 
him, the Midici procured for him the poft of hlilo- 
liographer. See Moren. ** He was unfteady and 
UlifaithfuJ, being void of all religion,'* 



LETTER XVI. 201 

iind lived many years after it His 
works are inftances of the latter, but they 
are, at the fame time; examples of his 
want of truth, exadnefs, and religion* 
AU hiftorians are naturally bjaffed, but 
to be purpoftly biaffed is unpardonable* 
I believe, the opinion which Ammirato 
entertains of Macbiavel^ and the criti- 
cifm which^ he paflcs on his works, are 
juft. They arc to this purpofe, «* He 
** \Machiavel] miftakes )fear8, changes 
*' names, alters fads, confounds caufes, 
*' increafes, joins, deprives, diminiQies, 
<* and fets down all that comes into his 
*' fancy, — without any regard to tha 
•* laws of conduft and moderation ; and 
*' what appears ftill more difagreeable, is, 
*^ that, in many places, he writes art* 
" fully, either becaufe he chufcs to err, 
'* or becaufe he does not know, that 
" affairs have been tranfafted in a dif. 
*^ fcrent manner, or that his writings 
♦* may appear more beautiful and lefe 

*' dry, 
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«« dry, than they would have dode, iC 
*' he had adhered to time and fads, or 
*^ if be had not accommodated faf^s to 
*« the ftylc, and not the ftylc to fafb *,'^ 
I fend you thiS| as counter-potfon againft 
Macbiavei^s golden pills. He lived as 
far in the fixteenth century as the yiar 
1 530. He was by birth zFlcrentinej much 
enc^ouraged, if not trufted, by the houfe 
of Medici I who procured for him confU 
derable employments in the ftate ; but 
to no purpofe; his blafphemous -f and 
immoral behaviour ruined Jiim. He 
died in great indigence; and, with all 
moral men, in great contempt. No ge* 
nius, no abilities, how great &>ever, will 
fupport a man againft his God, who in- 
fpiredthat genius, and gave thofe aW- 
lities, 

* " This cridcifm on Maciiavel is in Uic xxiiid 
jsook of Sclfio AmmiratOj under the year 1466." 

+ " It is faid, by Binet and othen, that he 
4l€d blafjphciping,** 

■ The 



LETT E R XVI. 2oj 

The Florentine hiftory of Benedetto 
Varchi*^ who was himfelf a Florentine^ 
is contained in Cxteen books. It is in* 
deed the hiftory of the houfe of Medici. 
His writings are many and unequaL 
Thofe towards the latter end of his life, 
lire inferior to his earlier works. lie 
died, at the age of fixty-thrce, in the 
year 1566. 

The hiftory written by Bernardo Seg- 
ni t is more eftimable than famous. The 
time which it comprifes, is a ftiort pe- 
riod ; but the apparent veracity of the 
. author is much to his honour:. He was 

• ** See Tiis article in MoreriJ* 

f '* He was the ion of Lorenzo SegnSf and was 
lineally defcchded ffom — — Segni,. who wa$ 
chancellor of the FUrtntinc republic in the year 
1287. Mis mother was Ginevra^ daughter of 
PierOf and filler of Nicolo Capponi. Sec NdttztB 
intomo allq, *vita di S, Segni^ placed before hi^ 
hiftory. Prefixed to it is a kind of comparifbn 
between him and Varcbi^ in an anonymoas adr 
^ck to the reader.*' 

R a native 
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a native of Florence. By his mother 
he was nearly allied to the family of 
Capponi, This alliance gave him great 
advantages, in. compofing his hiftory ;' 
his uncle Nicolo Capponi^ whofe life he 
has writteq, having been gonfalonier of 
the republic in the years 1527 and 152^. 
From the year 1513, Bernardo was eni- 
ployed in many negociations and magi* 
ftracies, in all which, as in every part of 
life, he is faid to have behaved himfetf 
with integrity and candour ; virtues un- 
doubtedly calculated to form an hifto- 
rian. 

Scipto Ammirato^ a Neapolitan^ but of 
Vi Florentine family, is more diffufe than 
Varcbiy or Segni^ and much more faith- 
ful and exaft than MacbiaveL His hit 
tory confifts of thirty-five books., He . 
has judicioufly flopped at the death of 
the firft grcjat-duke of T^afcany^ for rea- 
fons, which I muft defer to my next let- 
ter* I will not, I ought not, to extend 

this 
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this ,any farther, than to aflure you, that 
I yield to npne of your friends, in af- 
fedtiofl to you, and your very- worthy 
fonVto whom I write, jointly as to your- 
felf, fuch fpeculations, as occur, by 
reading or obfervation, to 

* Your own, 

« » » - .• 

C a K E^ 
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FUrenci, April ijtb, IJSS* 
DEAR SI R» 

Am upon the wing towards a lit- 
tle countiy-houfc which we have 
taken within two miles of Florence^ in 
one of the pleafanteft, among the many 
charming, (icuations which the environs 
of this city afford : but left the pleafures 
of a new fcene may make me delay the 
promife of my laft, I am determined to 
perform it this inftant, being deftined to- 
morrow to commence Italiati country* 
gentleman. 

The prudence of Ammirato % is very 

X " MoTiri fays, ^ He had already retired to 
•* Florence^ whei^, not to mention a canonry 
** that was procured for him, he found himfelf 
•• detained by the favours of the great-duke." 

apparent. 
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tpparcnt, in not carrying on his hiftory 
farther than he has done. He compofed 
it, at ledft he finifiied it, in die reign of 
Fer&HMi I. a jeajous prince, of great 
acutenefs mid penetration, who knew 
how to reward and punifli, and who 
, would have been inexorable at any 
prtifes beftowed upon his brother Fran- 
ciSy or any true account given of hi« 
iudden death. It is that cataftrophe, 
.which I wiH take pcrmiffion to relate to 
.you, as it is not to be found in any 
printed hiftorian. 

Francis^ the eldeft furviving fon of 
Cofmo I. fucceeded his father in the 
dukedom of TCufcany in 1574. He had 
two wives, the firft was Jaan of Aufiria^ 
daughter of the emperor Ferdinand L 
confequently niec^ of the illuftriou« 
XlbarUs V. His fecond wife was Bianca 
Capello^ widow of a perfon of mean 
birth, whofe name was Buonfignori'^ . 

• " 1 never could learn his chrifHan. naaj^." 
The authors of the Mclt/em Hiftory %Je him " a 
^ f Ctttlcman of the houfe of Sahiati.** 

The 
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The great-dukc had only two daughtertf 
JK> fons, by his firft wife. His eldeft 
fkughter was Leonora^ married to Viih 
€ent^ duke of Mantua % his youngefl: was 
the famous Mary de^ Medici, wife of 
Henry IV. and mother of Lewis XIIL 

Bianca Capelh Was a Venetian lady, 
not of a noble, rather of a low % extrac- 
tion. The great-duke had feen her in 
bis travels. He was enamoured of her 
beauty, and captivated by her ' beha- 
viour. He invited her and her hiifband 
to his capital. They accepted the invi- 
tatbn, and fettled in Florence. They 
appeared at the court of Francis j wholfe 
amorous inclinations increaied every 
time he faw Bianca. He hoped, and 
imagined, that he might purchaie heir 
of her hu Ajand. He loadad> Mm wkh 
prefents and wkh honours. Oil the olhct 



• i€ 



Comparatively fpeaking, Bianca wa^ a 
dtizen« The Fenetians have only nobles an4 

hand. 
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hand, he foUcited the wife not only by 
prefents and bhndifhtnents, but almoft by 
violence* His attempts and ftratagems 
were many and various j but every ftra- 
tagem, and every attempt was ineflfeftu- 
al : her virtue was^ impregnable. 

In the mean time, her huiband, un- 
tifed to the gifts of fortune, and giddy 
with unexpected honours and acquifi* 
tions, grew inlbknt, rude, and arrc^ant 
to the Fiorentini nobility. Complaints 
were made to the great-duke of the out^ 
tages, vanity, and haughdnefs of this 
petulant intruder. <* Since he is grown 
♦* intolerable,'* anfwered Francis^ ** why 
" does hi not receive the punifhmeht 
«* he deferves ♦ ? " The hint was fuffir 
cient ; and the next evening, as he was 
pafling along, Buoftfignori was ftabbed^ 
and left dead xqpon U P&ntt H Jania tri^ 
nit a. 

^ * '' In the fame fiyle, and wiA the tisat ^^p 
as our king U$my 11. (poke of 72mm/ of Cmttr^ 

- ^ P Bianca^ 



BiAUi4^ \% a few days, (a^ fortK ill'' 
the mdancholy pomp of mournings and 
Ijhrew herfelf at ^e great-dulf e's f(Qet» €9 
unplorc juftipc oa her h\»(b^'* «^W- 
djrcr$. ** The bcft juftice I ,<5^*i.graft|:: 
" you,". fai4 the greaMuteftf ^' is toi 
*' marry you rayfelf f." 
- ^ Whi a faWog off was hercj ! -'-^ 
]pf ooi ^ msitch with an emperor's daqg^^ 
^j to ^uptiajs ^kh Bi^iQnfigmri*s widow I 
^U fi^imji was offended at it. None 
looked vpon th^ fiance with .4 inore dtfr 
^ftiiifal eye» than cardinal, per^inoMdX^ 
\ . ■ ' ' th« 



. ^.Timm mwitioftt licr bciof 'fadoptfd, 
tlu4 Qccafion, ' by tl^e fenatc o^ r<r»/V# ^ " wkic^^ 
tlic Modern Hlfiory explains by faying that " when 
«* tlic gramt-dnke declared his intention oif mar* 
** ryiiig her* ike {tsMe, crtit of rtgaofi to kor fo^ 

<; ihitr's fi^iiiljfs ded^d her 4»9».4ii^^^r oC 

*' their republic, and made her a pref^t of a 

. xiii. p. 539. 

^^t ** :*** ^^ created, a cardlMt *h«ti very 
yo^Hiig^ ia hi* fkther^s life-timii, ft^^My agaaoA 
his own inclination.— f^iPJ!^ H fne del prm!^ .Mi4 
'■ *^- '■ ' ■ '• dilla 
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tJie great-duke's only brother. ' He faw 
tlie honour of the houfe of Medici in- 
jured, and the dignity of their pride of- 
fended, by fueh a marriage. To behold 
Bianca Capello raifed to the high ftation 
of great-dutchefs of ^ufcany^ was to him 
as odious an incident as could happen. 
His rage, which at Hrft was fmothered ia 
filence, at length broke out into fury. He 
frequently treated her with rudenefs and 
difrc^eft. The acrimony encreaied on 
both fides. Their hatred became mu- 

4 

Wal. They wifhed each other dead, 
land th^y lived in times to accomplifh 
their wifhes. The art of poifoning was 
then a fcience, in whkh the greateft and 
liie meaneft of the Italians were perfe6lly 
well verfed. The great-dutchefs, accord- 
ing^ to the nfwnufcript account which I have 
read, put poifon into a fort of tart, of 

jhUa anno 1^639 non am^ao anche i/edtci annidellafuA 
Sttt finitii fl promoffe al Cardinalato. See Jmtftira* 

^ ¥z which 
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which flie ha^ obTcrvcd the cardinal pafT 
tjcularly fona. She invited htm, being 
then feenii 
pne momi 
on a huntii 
jdaccd his 
Ferdinand i 
)jf difcovf r 
ming th< 
Jlill contir 
degree of 
prelTedf t 
fclf. "P 
*^ cd the e 
«* iti he 
f for his c 
"** cat any 
^art fo mu 
■tifuMy.- i 
^Tiprong tuf , 
liquences 

fd herhunand, ate up t^ie, rcpi^deFt 

.^bc poi^n Jboo bcgaii to ^kc cfSf£t, 

^onvulfiom fcized the great-duke and 

^utchcls, 
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^tdy into an adjoining bcd-xlumber^ 
^nd placed together oa' tt^^ fame bed^ 
whe^ they foon c:^pirecl in the utmoit 
agonies. Then the doors^ which, had 
been kept fhut, were thrown open^ All 
perfohs were permitted fio come in, and 
behold them lying, dead, and^ like true 
lovers, clafped in each other's arms. 

The fcene of this difmal tranfaftion 
was Poggio a Caiano^ a country-leat bc-» 
ionging to the great-dukes of ^ufcat^ ♦. 
The bed-chamber, where Francis and Bi^ 
anca breathed their laft, is (hewn to all 
Ih'angers. It is dark and difmal ; a fit 
receptacle for murdered bodies ! The 
light of It, by the id^a of the eataftro- 
phe, ftruck us with horron AU the 
other part^ of tHe houl^ are i;iot onlr 
magnificent but cneamilt. and moft 






^ to tlie mid-way between' fhrinc0 and P^/^ 
m^'\ TiML foottdadoii'Of it wa» laid by pep« 
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royally furnifli^d. The fwazdoDriMf^nrh 
ticularly fine. 

Frawcis wasi buried with the titino& 
funeral magnificence in the chapel aS 
Si. Lorenzo. Biamsy the unfopconaw 
Bianca^ was carried openly upon mens 
fliouldersg and thrown^ fcarce with de* 
cency,anto a deep cwctn at the bottom 
of the churchy allotted as a bunaUpioce 
for the meaneft and the rikft of the 
people. > 

, You writ be furprifed that I cAll hc# 
«* unfortunate/' when I hare givoi you 
an accounc^ which niakes her guilty tai 
murder. That account^ though the ott^ 
ly one extant, is undoubtedly faUe. ^jBSh 
ntica. was innocent* The deadi of htt 
and of her hufliand was contrived afi4 
perpetrated by the cardinal. He poi^ 
ibned the taitt, and they ate of it*. Td 

clear 

• .♦ TManu$ llijt,-*^ The grett-dske Frmih 

«< dying fuddenly oa the 9tk of O^oiir,* *S^ 

V- u ^ •* h» 
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i«ar Wmfelf to the world, Ke^ invented' 
tfec ftory, which I have recited *, 1^ 
which iti€an5 h* concealed his wicked - 
h€6, and faVfel- tAs honour. If he had 
bccti- aiked^ «* #hy were rite doors lock- 
^i ed, ^hd fta perfon admitted to ^fllft i 
^< brotkcr tad After itt their kft mo-*^ 
^* iiicftts?*^ he muft»have anfwered, <^ha<f 
he tokl the ornth) that he apprehefided- 
left ih theif kft GOrfvulflVe ^abgs, they ^ 
iftight havt b^ft able to utter words fuf-'^ 
iktent C0 niake the ftrotigefft appearances,^ 
if Hot an abfoltite difcovery, of the iriur- 
dtr. Agklh h6 dreaded, left thejr mighf 
h*v^ reeeived ftich afliftance from pui^ 
ptt medicil^i a^d applications, ^s ttitght* 
havd ptoiohged, periiaf)s tdtalljr rtftoredi 
jfcrtrilWs. ^ ; 

It is fcrfrce pofflblc to fxippo^^ ikit 
MUmca fhouSd fi^r her htilfbalid, b)ri 

^'^ fivC'hoars ; her death being haftened dther by 
^ fate or by grief." Lib, IxxxviH.^^. 3, 

P4 iRrh^ 
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whofe life Ae held her .cxalt«t|oo ai»d> 
hajppinefs, to eat lodifcriminatcily of a* 

pbik)nf4 ^^^ '. b.^^ ^^ °^^y ^^^ *;l^:i!^4^ 
ginedy tW the nctt heir jbo the di)k^^, 

4om fliould be inajiaripnt togiot rid. of »i 

t>rother^ ^hom he (carce loved (fratecatl' 

afife^ion was Iktle knowi^ i|i that famify)^ 

aii^ a .fill^r*ia*law, whom he defpiftd 

anddetefted^ By the death of FfMcri^ 

Ae ambitious FerdmoMd gained all the: 

acqyiTitions he could defire : aa exalted:. 

ftation^ great riches, and immediate fiwftr. 

4om from an eccleiiaftical life* . By ^ 

death of Biancdy he gained, what is un^ 

ipeakably acceptable to a proud mind^ 

RcYENCE. Pride was the conitanc 

charaderiftic of . the lioufe of MtJifi* 

^hilft the cardinal liv^, ami inddedi 

whUft uny of his fucceffiK's remained in 

pofieffion of the dutdiyof fn/r^, thcf^ 

mmt oi Bianca Capello was never men- 

Ijpned \ not e^en in toomofii diftoucft; 

t i< At an laAsaci of thaif kt tliat IM 

^■\ a/,* T "^ J . ^ ':• wretched 
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* 

• t 

Two lends were anfwered by this cort- 
dtift ; the dignity of the family was 
prdifrved fifcred/and the particurarsTof 
the murder, by not being difcufled, had 
a-chance of being forgotten forever. 

Some pidtures are ftill to be found iq 
Fhrmc}^ of Sianca CapeJlo^ by which Ihc 
appears, for now (he may * appear, ^ex- 
tremely handfome : and furely the vir-, 
tuous refiftance which fhe maintained, 
a^inft the diverfified, and repeated at- 
tempts of Fr^^r/V, at that time her fo- 
yereign, entitled her to a better fate. 

I am, dear fir, 

entirely your^s, 

C O R K £• : 

r 

f 

wretched writer Gu(/effe SiancBini^ whofe accouiit 
of the ik^h i>f Frmtd* h as foUoiiffi i Afor^ if 
^ran duca Franc^o ud m^ d* (Muhrs dil 4»r# • 
If ^7^y^^^ iZ'Lvr ta/ciato di ft^ e dtlla gram duch^aw 
Giovanna d* Aufttiaf alcunofiliuh mafcbio* '* The 
<* grtat-diike^r4«^ died in the mondi of O^- * 
^ btr of the ycar-i 1^%^^ withoat leavings . by the 
*/ great datchcfs, Jmu oiJuftria^ any foiw** ^ 

1 LETTER 
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Letter xviit 



MarignoUci, May ift, 175J» 
DEAR SIR» 

YO U fee by my date, that I atn 
fettled in my country-houfe. This 
is a great holiday ifi Tufcany^ the feaft o^ 
St Philip. There are vaft rejoicings in 
Florence. Methinks I had rather fee the 
chimney-fweeper's garland at Charing^ 
Crofs. I laugh at myfelf for fighing' 
after my native country. I endeavour 
to conquer my prejudices by reafon : all 
ki vain ! 

. . haret latefi leihalis afundo^. 

Whilft I remain here, that my hoiirt 

^ JSn. iv. ver. 73. 

^-'— -^ — J*- tli'6 fat^ d^rt *• 

Sticks in^ny Mt, and raakks in my hcait/' * 
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may not be totally unprofitable, and tha* 
I may render my correfpondencc in fome 
mcafijre worthy of your littention, fuffer 
me, from time to time, to make additbns 
to the accounts, which I have already knt 
you, of the ftate, the metropolis, and the 
people : but remember that I neither aini 
at the exaftnefs of the hiftorian, nor the 
minutenefs of the biographer. Compo^ 
(itions of that kind demand anbthd* 
form. Yet to me the difficulty feems 
difagreeably great to write by rule, or to 
preclude myfelf from that eafe and fami* 
liarity, which conftantly flow in an epit^ 
tolary intercourfe from one friend to an- 
other ; and thpugh I think I have ma« 
terials fufficient to fend you a regular 
account of Florenccy from the interefting 
iBBra of its deftiny*, yet I fhall fearer 

* '^ Viz. from the beginning of the xiiith cett* 
tniyy the year 1215," when the imprudent mar- 
ftagc of fignor BuorMmonti^ occafioned the firft di« 
Vifion^n Fl9r9m9, See the firft note on J^XX^r XV# 

ever 
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cVfcr be tempted to place thofe matcriafti 
kk ttiy digefted method^ or ordeh 

'I am always delighted with dipping 
ittto hiftory. Each country aifibrds a 
cfaalrafteriftical diftinftion in the. man-*' 
iiers of its inhabitants, and a kind of phi- 
iDfophicd improvement in the variety of' 
its events* The virulence of party ap- 
pears every where, but not in the fame! 
ihape. The change of drefs jii the god- 
defs of difcord ftill furnilhes frelh fcope ^ 
for fpeculation ; and ftill, in my opinion^ 
renders privacy and retirement, the moft 
eligible ftate of life, that can be purfiied. 
' Suav^ mart magno^ &c, fings LucretiuSi 
md we ^^U Join in the fong^ What is a 
thefi thdl excites any man to q[att^e> 
lliaps^ and yc^iHitarily pldnge into the' 
dctp '? ^ ^ "^hcu^h tU waters tb&^dfta^^ 
*« and fw€%^ and thott^h ibe w<^unt^t^f,^ 
.** Jbake at the tempeft of the fom t# It.. 

^"l^^''^ ■ fometimes 



ibmetimes proceeds from $he jirfciHlU^tfl^ 
love of our country^ more frequientlyjfrpijj: 
a fa£tious difpofuioa *, but much more ffCr 
quentiy ftill from a thirft. of power, opq- 
Jence, and fajne. There are fo man/ 
examples of every one of thefe motives, 
tliat they abound in the Ihorteft hiftori* 
cal accounts of every dommion, be it 
principality or republic, be it larger or, 
lefs. To name fuch as happen this mo* 
tnent to occur to pie, Lucca has ha4 
Jier Cajlruccio Cnftracani * 3 the N^^ 
tberlands have had their counts Eg^ 
wnty and Home f ; Jrelani has had her 

• 

'^ A foiindlingy wHo becaitie'ene of the gt«at- 
eft generals in the xivth centaiy, maldiig himfelf 
laater of Lucca^ Fifiola^ and many other ^ownt* 
He died in 1326. '' See his life written bf 
liachiofoth but do not depend on the veracity of 
that hiftorian. It is an entertaining, not an ex« 
a^i piece of biography." 

t VJmoratp count of Egfnonf^ and Pbilif ii 
JdMftmsreiKif count Hmju^ were the two chief op« 
TK)fer8 of the tyranny Of PlaBf Hi aifd the iefta« 

J>liihiiieat 
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fyNeih X ^^^ Tyrants R ; and to comjr 
nearer to the prefent times, few years 
are paft, fuure we have ieen Tbeadan di 
Neubolffy acknowledged king of Ccrfica. 
Unfortunate Theodore ! His majefty, I 
hear, is at this day a clo^ prifoner fof 
debt, in the king's bench prifcm of 
our metropolis*. Let him write on 

the 

Ui^meot of the inqui£tioa in the NttherUmis^ 
for which being apprehended by the djike of Jt* 
va, they were both publickly beheaded at BrmfftU 
in 1567. See Tbuanusy Strada^ Sec. 

t Sifan 0*Neii, called by the In^ tHe grtA 
0*NeiI, who alTumed the title of king of Ulfi^, a 
rebel in Ireland in 1560 and 1567. 

H Hti^h earl pf Tytnn^^ nephew of the fdnfler^ 
m rebel alio againft the Englijb govemmenl ii^ 
trdanJ in 1599. 

* He died Decemher ii, 1756, in an obfcure 
lodging in Cbaptl-Street, £ii% iiMiediatdf 
after his enlargement from that prifoot ^ 
;he benefit of the ad of iaiblvency^ ki confe- 
l|uence of which he regiftered his kingdom of 
Corjica for the uie of his creditors, as is mentioned 
on a marble ereded to his memoi;y in St. .iWf 
cburch-yard. See ** a humorod$ but tme ac^ 

foant 



L E T T E ]a XVIin a^ 

p^ walls of his royal bed-chamber rfwfe 
|ine$ of an anonymops author : 

Annbition is a weed, that's always found 
To fpread the fartheft in the richeft ground ^ 
Fair to the eye the fragrant bloflbms rife, 
l^t he^ who plucks the fruity and taftes it^ diet. 

Few outrageous heroes, thank hea- 
yen, have arifen of tate years to ravage 
the ear^h. The Gofhs and Vandals arc 
long fince tamed and civilized. The 
pope is become a pacific chriftian. StiB 
indeed diflferent ftates have different 
guarrelsj but they quarrel with a de- 
gree of policy and politenefs unknown 
to the Gue^s and GhibelUnes of former 
d^ys. Tte fate of ^ufcany has been ^ 
material a change, as any that has hap<* 
ipened of late years. It was affigned to 
the prdent emperor as duke of Lorrain^ 
by the treaty of Vienna in the year 1 736, 

count of Tbiodore, in the Worlds No. .8. Fthn 22^ 
J^53," written by Mr. Horact Wal^ok* 

in 
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in exchange for Lorrain given to France. 
There is no fort of appearance, at pre- 
fent, that it will again change its mailer. 
Should the revolutions of Europe here- 
after require a new difpofitiori o( ^ufca- 
»y, and were that difpofition to be made 
' by force, no great time would probably 
^ be confumed iA effeding it. The troops 
of the great-duke amount not to tbree 
thousand men. Lighorn indeed appears 
ilropgly fortified after the modern man- 
ner. The other cities arc but flrg^tly 
defended againit an enemy. Fkrence 
has three fortre0es, ill fupplied with can- 
]Km> and rather formed to annoy the 
town, and keep it in fubjeftion^ tYoxx to 
fdift a foreign force. Flormce is en- 
compared on three fides with high hills, 
from whence, by the prefent engines of 
irar, the city might foon be reduced to 
^ heap of rubbifli* The hearts of the 
^ufcans pant after a refident grand-duke. 
They have great reafon^ their 9Mz\^\fii^ 
much impoverifhed fincc; the death ^ 

John 
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JobH Gajionj the laft of the houfe of Me* 
diet. In his reign the inhabitants of Fl(h 
rence were an hundred thoufand fouls 5 
they are now reduced to lefs than four- 
fcore thoufand *. Can there be a greater 
inftance of a ftate-atrophy ? you will 
afk, where are thefe people gone ? to 
Naples. Who were they? not beg- 
gars ; artifans. 

The forces of the great-duke by fea, 
are very inconfiderable. Some years. a- 
go, he laid afide his galleys, and pur- 
chafed three old Effglijb merchant-ftiips, 
to execute a projeft, which had count 
RicbecQurt for its author. The fchemc- 
wA this : the three veflcls were to be 
^mply provided with cannon, and well 
manned with foldiers. They were to 

* - ... 

* Hanog new a re£dent great-dukc, it iqa/ 
be prefomed this atrophy will ceafe ; and accord- 
ingly Mr. Baretti tells us, that " Florence a^d 
*' Leghorn increafe both in buildings and inha^i- 
'• tints finee. their fovereign refides no more 'at 

Q^ feize 
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fcize by furprife the treaturcs of the em- 
peror of Morocco * ; to carry off thofe 
trcafures, and to return to "Tufcanf ; 

"^ • A fimilar projeft, in which the Turks might 
retaliate oa the catholics by attacking the treafu- 
ry of LoreitOf it lying fo near the fea-ihore, and 
being fo weakly gnardedy has been mentioned,, 
as very feaiibky by Mn AdMJon ; and he adds,, 
that, '* it would be aa eafy thing for a chriftian 
^' prince to furpriie it, who has fhips paffing to 
•* and fro without fufpicion, cfpecially if he had 
•* a party in the town, difguifed like pilgrims, 
•* to fecore a gate for him." 1V&. Sbarf alfo 
wonders, ^< that fome corfair, with a hundred 
** and fifty or two hundred men, fhould not at- 
•* tempt to furprife and plunder that church,*' 
and thinks *^ a coup de main well managed would 
^ fucceed.'* But the difficulties of: fochr an en- 
terprise, as well as the tr^achfry an4 inhumanity 
of it, have been juflly ridiculed and expo/ed bj 
Mr. Barents in his Account of Italy ^ chap. iii. 
Though at the fame time however unjoflifiable it 
might be in a chriftian prince, the catholics mull 
allow that the Moors, if an opportunity Ihould ofier« 
have juft as much right to plunder th&treafures of 
Lorittoy as count Richecouri and the Tufcans had to 
ifcize thetreafures of Morocco, 

from 
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from whence the capture was to be tranf- 
ported to Vienna^ The defign was dif- 
covcred, and muft have proved in kfclf 
of fuch pernicious confequence to the 
Englijh commerce in thofe parts, that 
the prudence and vigilance of Sir Horace 
Mann^ (he is made a baronet fince I 
named him to you) were judicioufly ex- 
erted on the occafion, and put an effeftu- 
al flop to it. The difeppointment of 
count Ricbecourf has dilgufted him againfl: 
the Englijh miniftcr, and againft our 
whole nation, I have been affured the 
defign was feafible; the greater then, 
the difappointment. 

The conqueft of Tufcany would ftill 
be rendered more eafy by the tacit incli- 
nations of the inhabitants to change their 
matter. They would meet the conqueror 
with joy, if he intended to feat himfelf 
for life in the ducal throne. He would 
find no refiftance from the ^ufcans them- 
fclves -, perhaps little or none from the 
Italian troops in pay of the emperor. 

Nothing is more irkfome to the Flo^ 

Q^ 2 rentims^ 
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rentines^ than to fee every vacant poft 
and employnoent filled up By Lorrainefe. 

Not an houfekeepcr belonging to any of 
the palaces is an Italian. All fwarm 
from LorraiHy drawn to this hive by the 
tinkling of count Richeeimrfs belk Moil 
of them his relations ; all his depcnd- 
ents» Hence arife hatred, diflike, and 
lilent murmurs againft him and bis maf- 
ter ; but. as thefe unhappy people; are 
fubdued, yoked, and rmpoverifhed, they 
may hang up their harps, and fit down, 
and weep by the waters of the Amo. 

The annual revenue of the ftate is faid 
to be about five hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling •, the annual expences of the go- 
vernment are about half that fum. The 
reft is carried out of the dutchy, and 
centers ijci Vietma. The ftatues and pic- 
tures remain -, but the plate, jewels, and 
other portable treafures have aU tended 
to the fame center ; in particular, the 
famous diamond de^ Medici *, a Venus in 

its 

• This diamond, according to Tav$rniir, weighs 

on* 
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ks kind, which the emperor, on days of 
feftival and parade, wears in his hat. 
: Comparifons <;ontinually arifc in' my 
mind, when I behold thefe defpotic 
ftates, and confider my own country. 
Heaven has placed us m fo advantage- 
ous a fituation, that, unlels we are di- 
vided at home, attacks from abroad 
may moleft, but cannot ruin us. Our 
laws are the laws of freedom; our.mer- 
chandife the traffic of opulence. Our 
conftitution is framed and joined toge- 
ther by the choiceft parts, picked and 

one handred and farty catrats and a half, and 
was the largeft in Europe^ till Mr. Pitt brought 
from the Eaft'Indies a diamond which weighed 
three carrats and a half more, and had befides, 
a £ner water. The great-dake is'faid to have 
bought his of a Jefuit for abont 18,750 1. iter- 
ling : The father gave only a fingle Paolo for it, 
(6d. fterling) it being offered to fale as a bit of 
cryftal. Mr. Pitt received from the regent ofFrana 
for his diamond, about 67,000!. fterling. 

0^3 extrafted 



\, 



230 LETTER XVIIL 

cxtraftcd from ariftocracics, democrat 
cics, . and fovcrcigntics. Wc have a na- 
val force able to defend, and maintain 
the empire of the feas. We enjoy wealth 
and poflcffions in both the Indies. We 
boaft a regular, choice, arKl (ingular 
fyftem of parliamentary government, {o 
nicely calculated, as to be at once the 
defence and fupport of the king and the 
people. Our fovereign has the power, but 
the parliament has ftill the law of that 
power *. W hat people upon earth can fay 
the fame ? .can the republics of Venice and 
Holland (if the latter may ftill be called a 
republic), boaft of any liberty, equal to 
that of England ? moft affuredly they 
cannot. In what then do the Venetians 
excel us ? in the great oeconomy and 
frugality of their private families ; in 
their temperance -, in the inviolable fe- 
crecy of public and private affairs ; in a 

f ** Sec Bacon on government." 

certain. 
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certain fteadinefs and ferenity, to which 
we are imcrly ftrangers. In what in- 
ftances has Holland the advantage over 
us ? in their induftry, their vigilance, 
and their warinefs. They exert thefe to 
an exccfs ; by which means, they turn 
their virtues into vices. Their induftry 
becomes rapine; their vigilance fraud; 
their warinefs cunning. The government 
of Switzerland is democratical, and by 
no means to be compared with thofe, 
which I have already mentioned. So 
that, take us all in all, if our ileadinefs 
was not too often obftinacy, our ftrength 
fullennefs, our exultations madnefs, our 
depreffions timidity, and our hatred 
and prejudices to each oflier, invincible^^ 
unreafonable and abfurd, we might be 
happy at home, and revered abroad. 
As things are, our neighbours fee and 
take advantage of our private diffenfions. 
They rejoice to perceive us agreeing in 
no one point fo unanimoufly, as in a 

0^4 conftant, 
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conftanty and indeed a regular fyftetn of 
luxury and licentioufhefs, which, fooner 
or later, they juftly imagine, muft debili^ 
tate us as much as they can wifh/ 

m 

I am, dear fir, 

ever your*s, 

C o R K E. 

P. S. In my feveral defcriptiye (ketch- 
es of Florence, I omitted one circum- 
ftance, which furprifed me, as it muft 
all ftrangers, to a great degree. At one 
of the windows of every great palace 
conftantly hangs out an empty^ flalk, to 
flicw that the matter fells wine. The 
FlorenHne nobiKty receive the produce of 
their lands in kind *. 

* Dr. SmoUeh has alfo inentioiied this circum- 
fiance in the following manner ; ** With all their 
*' pride^ the nol)Ies ofFlonnce are humble enough 
^* to enter into partnerfhip with ihop-keep- 
<^ er8| and even to fell wine by retaij. It is an 

** undoubted 
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** undoubted faft that in every palace, or great 
** houfe, in this city, there is a little window 
*' fronting the ftreet, provided with an irom 
** knocker, and over it hangs an empty Rkfk, hf 
** way of fign-poft. Thither you fend your fer- 
*' vant to buy a bottle of wine. He knocks at 
*^ the little wicket, which is opened immediateljr 
*' by a domeflic, who fupplies him with what |ie 
**. wants, and receives the money, like the waiter 
** at any other cabaret." Letter xxvii. 

This cuflom is alfo defcribed in much the f^xw 
manner, by Mr. Stiffen, who was s^t Florence in ihc 
year 1664. See Churchiir^ Colkaion of Vc^-- 
*ges,'vol. vi. p. 641. 
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MarignoUcf May 5tli, 1755. 

MET HIN KS I took my leave of 
my dear friend, laft Thurfday^ in 
a dejecfted mood. I feemed to croak 
the approaching ruin of my country. I 
recall my prophecy. I . retrad my 
words. 'Though we are fick, we are 
not dying ; 'though we are lofing, we > 
are not ruined ^ 'though we are fliort- 
fighted, we are not blind. Some noble 
fpirits are ftill left. Lord Huntingdon * 
is pne. He has pafled the winter in 
Florence^ with great honour to himfelf, 
and with juft admiration from the Flo- 
fmtines. He has fortunate advantages ; 
high nobility J politenefe from obferva- 

• Now groom of the ftolc to his Majefty. 

tion J 
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cion i quickncfs from parts. If he goe$ 
on as he begins, he will be an ornament 
and a 'defence to his country. His 
friendfhip with lord Siormontfj who 
has lately been here, and whofe abilities 
are undoubted, will render them both, 
in every fcnfe, Par nobile fratrum. 

But hold— either I am deceived, or 
I hear you fay, whifperingly to your- 
fclf " why fo much of our own coun- 
^* try ? why fketches of Jord Hunting- 
♦< dofiy and lord Stormont^ whofe cha- 
** rafters I know ? why not more par- 
** ticulars of Florence ? why am I not 
** told, whether the Italian fpring pro- 
" duces that delightful verdure, fo ac- 
*« ceptable to the eye, and fo ornament- 
« al to the Britijh iflands ? " no, no^ 
my dear JMr. Buncombe^ Italy produces 
no fuch green. Enjoy the beauty, my 
friend, where you are. Be affured, you 

t At prefent his Majefty's ambafTador to the 
S^oxiXioi Frame. 

poflefe 
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poffirfs it in a degree fuperior to mod, 
I believe to all other, European nations. 
The temperature of the ^ring is as va- 
rious here, as in England \ now warm, 
now cold ; now calm, now ftormy : the 
rains here are remarkably heavier. Since 
I have been 'accuftomed ,to the Italian 
rains, I think the clouds only drop in 
England. They melt in inftantaneous 
c^fcades in Italy. With you, they only 
produce Ihowers •, with us, they pour 
down catarads. In truth, the difference 
is amazing. 

Some of the windows of the houfc, 
in which we are fituated, command a 
view of the ancient Fiezole^ the rem^s 
of which moulder on the funimit of a 
very high hill s inconvenient for want of 
water ; moft beautiful in point of prof- 
jjeO:* I view the place with particular 
pleafure. It is claffic ground. That 
Etrurian city was enlarged by Sylla the 
diftator. The renowned triumvirate^ 
OSlaviuSy Antony^ and Lepidusy improv- 

4 . cd 
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ed it. It was then called FJormiia ; 
and when removed for the acquifition 
of water, Fluentia^ quod ad Arni fiuMa 
tKtruElafit. 

The fight of Fiezok reminds me of 
an inftance in Pliny of Etrurian luxury^ 
on which account you will not be ibrrf 
perhaps that I Ihould recite it, *' Cr(^r 
fus dives J primus argento auroque foUa 
imitatusj ludis fuis coronas dedit. Ac* 
cefferuntque et lemnifciy quos adjici ip* 
** farum coronarum bonos erat propter E- 
*' trufcasj quibus jungi nifi aurei non Vr-r 
** bebant *. If the ancient Etrufii were 
luxurious, the modern Tufcans have foU 
lowed their fbotfteps. The palaces of 

• Nat. H'ift. Lib, xxi. Cap. 3. 

** Crajfus the rich was the firfl who gave away 
" at his games chaplets of gold and filver refent- 
*^ bling leaves. Ribbons alio were* afterwards 
'V added as appendages^ for more honour and 
** date, a device refpe6ling thofe Tu/can crowns 
** which were allowed to have no ribbons of 
** laces hanging to them but of gold." 

.the 
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the Sirozziy Medici^ Corfini^ Capponi^ 
&c. are ftrong examples of it. If the 
old Etrurians were fuperftitious» the 
prefent Etrurians are no lefs fo. The 
fortner burned incenfe to their nymph 
Bygoe -f ; the latter fay mafles in honour 
of Santa Reparata. The forefathers 
worfliipped • Pomona ^ their fons adore 
the virgin Mary. In thefe points there 
is no degeneracy. Nor are dreams and 
omens lefs efficacious at this day in T^uf- 
cany^ than they were at Rome in the 
reign of Numa. 

Since I have attempted to draw fome 
kind of comparifon between the ancient 
and modern inhabitants of Tu/cany^ 1 
mud add, that, as far as I can obferve, 
the hereditary fire and fpirit of the 
ancient Etrurians have not defccnded ia 
any great degree to their Tufcan pofte- 

t A nymph much reverenced in Etruria^ wha 
was fappofed to have wrkten a book concerning 
the manner of expiating thunder. ** See Mw* 
fgum Etr^fimnt vol. ii. p. 49^'' 

3 rity- 
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rity. yirgilj who often mentions the 
Etrufciy conftantly reprefents them as a 
warlike people. You femember, when 
the venerable and experienced king jg- 
vander ip^afcs of them, he fays, 

— • .— .-^ ubi Lydia quondam 
Gens hello praclara^ jugu infcdit. Er 
irufcis *. 

And again. 

Ergo omnis fur its furrexit Etrurta 
juftis t : 

Courage is by no mean^ at prcfent tte 
chars^deriftic of the Tufcans. Thdr 
bravery has been fo little tried of late 
years, that their behaviour in battle i& 
unknown. Superfl;ition, turned into ci^ 

• ^ndd* viii. ver. 479. 

Torn from the Tu/cans, by the Lydian race. 

In warlike people ftrong. 
+ — — — ver. 494. 

By iuft revenge the Tu/fons fct on fire: 

thuHafin, 
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dtufiafm, will make cowArds brave. The 
Flinrentines are fuperftitious, not enthii- 
fiafts* They tremble at thunder ; thejr 
tear groans in church-yards : they fcfe 
horfes without heads. They attribute 
every untoward accident to the devil. 
They .are pinched by evil fpirits. De- 
ceafed faints and martyrs appear to their 
fency, fometimes in an angry, fome- 
times in a placid, difpofitionl What 
jdugures and Arufpices began, chriftian 
priefts have continued. But nothing, 
not even prieftcraft, keeps up the vein 

' cf fuperftition in Florence fo effedu^y, 
as a certain lottery, inftituted by the 
government for gain to the prince, and 
ruin to the people. I will endeavour td 
^cxplaiii it to you. 

There are ninety numbers. You 
write on a blank ticket, any five nun> 

• btrs you pleafe, conuined within th^ 
ninety. Few purcbafers go beyond the 
renowned lucky nuoKber, three. Tlie 
loweft prize is a paolo^ (fix pence^ a 

ticket. 
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ticket* You may go as much higher, as 
you pleafe. You will be paidaccording 
to the price at which you purchafe. Let 
us fuppofe you purchafe five numbers 
for a paolo. If one only of your five 
numbers be drawn a prize, it is' of no 
<:onfequence \ for it finks into the other 
four, if blanks ; as a drop of water is 
loft in the fea. If two are drawn prizes^ 
you are entitled to twenty paohs j if 
three, you arc to receive four and twen-: 
ty crowns -, if four, twenty-five zubeens^ 
A zecbeen is fomething lefs than ten fhiU 
lings. If all your five numbers are 
prizes, you are entitled to an hundred 
zecbecns. I have already laid, that if 
you had bought at an higher price^ youir 
payment would be proportionably equi- 
valent to the fum you paid in. 

Thefe lotteries, (there are two, one at 

- Legborth the other at Florence^) .mre 

drawn once a month, at dificrent times i 

fo that deftru&icm comen rouod ooce in 

a fortni^t« 

|l No 
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No inftamx has been^ or pmbaU^ e« 
Tcr will be kno^im of five, notnbcis 
arifing pmn to i^ fame pcribiu 

E^^ry poor wceticht who caQ ccmip 
maad two or ckvoe fa$lo$^ drowns them 
siofl: eagerly ia this oceaa of impofitioii. 
7'he roiferaMe expeiience of iU fucce& 
lus no efied on the mmds of lite vi4gar» 
They pawn their cloaths to procure ttm^ 
pcy. for delists* One of the officers of 
tfae reveoae recdved a large fum of aia» 
itey beiongoig «o the great-duke. He 
put it privately into the lottery, loft ir^ 
ai>d was hangoi. After his death &ye« 
Veral hundped tickets weve found in his 
bureau. 

The fuperftitious piut of the impoH* 
don is this : The purchafers of dckets^ 
in order to be Aiccefsfol, mud faft, during 
£x and thirty hours ; nxufi: lepeata cer- 
tain number of Jve Marm^&cc^ mvA 
not fpeak to any living creature during 
the whole tizne^ muft not go to bed.s 
muft continue in prayer to ^ virfffk 
> 3 * ani 



L E TT E R XIX. Ui 

tod the fakts, tjll fome piophious fitinc. 
or ptofiiet not only apfiiears, fau£ de^ 
dares th^ ikvcnoL numbers iddlapod f<Mf 
fixcceft. The watchers deed out ipy eK« 
pe<5l;;tti^ faftifigt and prater, £a1i afle^, 
^ the &mt, hear aod forget the num^ 
bers, acknowledge their forgetfobieis, 
^wn the goodnefs of the holy vifion, 
)^ rei9)aip thpropgbly convinced^ that 
thf ^ade muft be infalltble. Aj^sm 
fh^y bw tieJI^ets, tgain fall afleep, agaia 
fee prophetSi and at bft ane rauied. 

Two months ago a nuid-fcryant pur* 
fhs^i five nvimbers. Thcee gune up 
prizes. She was paid twentjTrfourccpivTns* 
She dec Wed, that che pcoph^ Jtnmiah; 
^ $h^ drefs of a (lafuckiM^ had named 
10 h<er ithe numbers. JeremiMk n M 
^e^bnt the faint in vogu^. The lottery 
&^ mmt and mone, in hQoour and 4tod- 
^$qce pf that fon of HiiUabj who luut 
lefs influence, living, in the land of 4fk^ 
^bf than he has, d^ad> in dis land 

R« We 
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We heretics fufped, that the veal 
prophet was the farmer of this. branch 
of the public revenue, who, finding his 
lottery decreafing, difcovered, at the 
ezpence of four and twenty crowns, an 
cfiefhaal method of raifing it again to 
its former baneful influence. 

I have been particularly defirous to 
fet before you an exaft detail of thefe 
monthly lotteries, as they are glaring exr 
amples of the method made ufe of, to 
carry, on and fupport the prefent govern- 
ment, of F/^rwr^. They are let out to 
farmers, as are all the other branches of 
the grand-duke's revenue. 

It is true, none of the nobility are pre- 
Jumed to throw away paoJos^ or zecbeens^ 
:in fo low a manner. Perhaps they do 
not. Be it ^o.. Their fervants and their 
tradefmen do ; and the ill confequence^ 
of the vices in the lower people^ will be 
felt, fooner or later, by the higher. 

A government, fubfifting by artifice^ 
and by oppreflivelfchemes, is a tyranny 

of 
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tjf.fhc worft fort. Ycf, bad as it is, the. 
Florentines dare not complain. Where 
the .will of the prince is abfolute, the 
complaints of the people are ineffeftiial. 
Whither can they fly for redrefs ? Vain 
^ the appeal to a judge ^ainfl: his own 
decree. 

During the commonwealth, the city 
was governed by eight and forty fenators, 
who had the direftion of public affairs, 
and the power to hear and relieve griev- 
ance$. Thefe fenators were 'a barrier 
even againft any injuftice that might 
proceed from the individual members of 
their own body. Their number was 
not leflened during the reigns of the Mr- 
dici i but their authority was much re-* 
laxed^ and by degrees became little 
more than nominal. Since the prcfent 
emperor's acceflioh, many of the fenators 
are dead, and the whole complement is 
reduced to fifteen, or fixteen. No var 
cancy is ever filled up ; and, I am told, 
that the' fceremohy of aflembling thofe 
few who remain is entirely omitted. 

R 3 When 
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When jrou cottfifo* thp faA, and re* 
iJcfleft the fituittoh of the prtrfettt tri^ 
umvirate cotmcil *, you will agnec with 
mc, that Florence is tbfolotely governed 
)by d Gngle vice-roy, d Loftfiinefe. 

The Z;rf/j/Jt arc a happy people, if 
jthcy were truly confcious, or cotdd in 
^y degree ddnviitce themfclyes, of thqr 
own felichy/ They are the foriuftaft 

pmitim. Let them travel abroad, rt6% 
it fee fafhions, but ftates, rtdt to tafte 
different .^Vines, biit different govern- 
iwents i not to compare Idces and rej^ 
vets, but la^s and politics. They W\\\ 
then return' home perfedtfj^ tortVirited, 
that England U policfled of more frte- 
'dom, juftice, and happinefs, than anv 
other nation under hcaveil. With theie 
advantages, it will be our own faplt if Wfc 
link into defolation and ruin. 

1 ani, dear fif, 

your ever faithfiil, 

C o it KB; 

f Sec I^cttcr Xh 

L E TTER 
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Mari^oHiy May 31ft, ,1755.^ 

INSTEAD of thbfe grave poli- 
tical refledions, with which my late. 
kttcrs hare bete filled, this (hall con- 
vey to you, dear fir^ fome anecdotes 
from tht Court $f Love. They b^in in 
LorraiUj afid, srfter a pretty long jour- 
ney, will bring us back into Tufcany. 
If they amufe you, my end is anfwered. 
It is of no confequence from what quar- 
ter of the globe the amufement comes. 
Lipoid *, late duke of Lorrain^ father 

of 

* ** His names wert LnpM-Jufeph-CbarUs. 
He was bom Septembir 11, 1679, and died March 
*7^ 1729. He was reftored to his dominions, by 
the treaty of Rjfaoici, in 1698. He was the fon 
of Cburlii'LeopM, called Chirks IV. and EUo- 

J^ 4 norttf 
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of Francis y the prefent emperor trf* G»- 
ffHffTf f, was a prince of a very amorous 
conftitution, and, 'though married to an 
amiable and moft deferring princcfe J, 
by whom he had feveral children || > he 
lavifhed his time^ and the revenues of 

noTfif dattghter of the emperor Ferdinand DL** 
The prefent emperor and the great-duke of Tuf- 
emf^ are hh grandfons. 

t He died fince this letter was written, ^«- 
pifi iS, 1765, aged 56. 

t ** EUxabetb de Bouriom, daughter of Pbibf 
duke of OrJeanSf (brother of Le^is XIV.) by bis 
fecbnd wife Cbarkue'EUzahttb^ daughter of 
Cbarles-LeiviSi eleflorrpalatine* She was b<Mm 
ID 1676, and married in 1698. Befbre her mar- 
riage ihe wfw ftyled " ^lademoifelle de Cbartres.^* 
See Les Sowuerains du monde^ Tome iiL p. 327." ^ v 

** She owed her ^narriage," fays Mr. Kpufler^r 
**' to baron Lilwtrtibf the Bwedijb envoy, who, 
*^ at the peace of Ry/'wick^ propofcd it to the 
'* houfe of Lorrain^ as a means for creating a 
*' better harmony between this court and that of ' 
** Ftance^^* K«yJUr^% Travels^ vol. iv. p. 277. • 

II Viz. the late emperor Francisy prince Cfutrks 
gfL^rrasu, and two princefles. 

hi| 
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his dutchy, on his miftrefles, his iHegi* 
tttnate ofl^prtng, and the fycophafttte" 
mintfters of his private pleafures, leav^ 
ing his dutchefs, and his lawful heirs, * 
almofl in want of the ncccflarics of life. 
In this difiblute manner lie had mort- 
gaged, or given away, fo many different 
branches of his revenue, that one of hif * 
counfellors of ftate, an old Lcrrainefey 
erf great worth and honour, refolved to 
withdraw the duke from the brink of -^ 
ruin by the following mediod. ** Be 
*^ pleafed, fir,** faid he, " to reward the 
♦* alfiduity of my long and faithful fer- 
•♦ vice^ by, a grant of the whole revenue 
** of your falt^ works." Leopold^ amaz- 
ed ^t fo exorbitant a demand from one 
who had conftantly endeavoured to re- 
tard and ftop the lavifli gifts, that had 
been granted to other courtiers, alkcd 
him, what inducement he had to require 
foprofufe a gratuity? " Sir," faid he, 
<' I do not make this requeft to your 
^ royal highncfs, for my own fake, but for 

** yours. 
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^< y6m§* ' If yon ^imc k, yM will btf 
^ obtiged^ imrely for fubfift^^icc^ to rd^ 
<« call the gnmt, aiKl mtk it, I bqp« 
«* ydu will recall all tlK>fe exorbatant 
^ gifts and alienations^ that have been 
** diiperfed among the moft worthleft^ 
^ the moft diflblutCt and the moft us* 
♦♦ grateful of your fulgcdb,'* 

This aliecdote will rcprefent to yon 
that part of duke Leofold's charaiStcr 
arifing from his amours. I will now ex« 
hibit to you one or two of the ameim 
thcmftlycs. 

In the duke of Lorr^n^s army was m 
general -officer, a MUamfiy the nutrquefir 
of ♦ * * * *, who had married a lady of 
his own country. The hufband and the 
wife were much eftcenpicd and diftih- 
guifhed. He for his conduft in the 
field, and his underftanding in the caU« 
net : fhe, for her beauty, her virtue, afid 
her prudence. The perpetual wars of 
duke Leopold frequently called the huf- 
band to a confiderable diftance, and left 

the 
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the wife near th^ peifon of her fovcrcigrt, 
folly exJ)ofed to all his attempts and fot 
Hcitadons. She refifted them with true 
female heroifm. They were repeated iii 
various Ihapes ; in prefents, in fighs, in 
entertainments, in adoration. They wefe 
continued by a perfc^erance of feveral 
years. At length, the- lady entertained 
within herfelf fome fenfations in his fa- 
vour. Her virtue was alarmed at the 
difeovery -, her fears wei^ awakened. 
Confcience and honour prepared them- 
felvts to fight againft love, pleafure, and 
ambition. Left the combat might prove 
vkiequal, fbe thus addrefled herfelf to 
her hUfbatid : " You have been, ** faid 
fhe, " moft conftantly and moft faith- 
*« fully informed by me of the duke of 
** Lorrain^s courtfliip : I have not con- 
•* ceakd from you a fingle circumftance 
^* of its progrcfs. Your fortune and 
^ yoUr intertft made me fufftr it. I 
h fuftained his addrefles with refiftance ; 

" I rc- 
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H I rqpulfed his ardour by- difdain; 
«* Tbac time is now no more. I can no 
" longer look upon my royal maffcr 
•' with indifference. He lays riches, 
** honours^ and power at my feet. Va- 
.^ nity and ambition, not to mention 
** dcfirc, tempt me to (loop, and feizc 
" the proffered treafures. As yet, I am 
«* innocent : as yet, I am worthy of be- 
*^ ing your wife. But that innocence 
*• ftands tottering on the brink of a pre- 
" cipicc. On my knees I beg you to 
** deliver me from the horrid dangers^ 
** that furround me. Save me, ere I 
** fall. Let us fly to Milan. Let us 
** take refuge in our own native country. 
** My foul, in fpite of all temptation^ 
ftill prefers poverty with innocence to 
opulence with guilt. Let us go in- 
ftantly, and live within the bounds of 
our own little fortune in the MHantfc. 
Let us at once break loofe f^pom the 
** dangers of a luxurious court. Let u^r 

«> ieek 
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*i ft^ the happinefs arifihg froiti' tru6 
^ love ; and tafte the joy:s of iinihtcr- 
* V fupted affeftion." * 

The Marqwcfs, who had attentively 
liftened to the noble confeffion of iiis 
wife, embraced the Marchionefe witii 
t^ndernefs and tears, declaring, that lie 
thought her equal, if not fuperior, r^ to 
the moil virtuous and the n^oft pru^ 
dent of her fex. He concurred with 
hfx in thinking, that an immediate flight 
wjis neceflary. In a few hours after this 
remarkable fcene had pafled, they quit- 
ted the court of Lorrain with the utmoft 
fecrecy ; and foon reached their own 
eftate in Mian, where they refided during 
the remainder of their lives. 

Leopold was^ in the fame fituation as 
Henry IV. at the fudden departure of the 
prince and princefs of Conde *. He was 

. y ftrucl; 

• See the Life of Theodore Agrippa D^Auhigne 
(lately publifhed) p. 376. This biographer juft- 
]y thtnki that the paffion of Henry IV. for the 

princefs 
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ftruck wkh ^ utmoft an^uilh aod a^ 
ftoniiiunent at the lofs of a channing^ 
xniftrefs, whom he iiliagioed he had al* 
910ft xrooqueied. 

To banUh xnelanchidy^ and to fblacc 
himielf under this dHappoinuneoty Lm^ 
fold retired into the couatiy, and fought 
Mlicf fron^ rural diveri^s. He sofir 
early, for he flept lictk. Shooting and 
hunting were his ^JaiLy exercife. The 
nights were pafled in gloomy rememi 
brance of the Marchioneis. One mom* 
ing, as ke was in purfuit of has game, he 

aibov^ in^9tiQAe4) ** may he (:o«fiikr^ as t^s 
^ moft criminal and moft d^^onoarable a6dpn 
** in his life : the fire of youth, though it can 
^* ntvcr «xcBfe a crune, may he urged as fone 
^* p^lUs^/i ; bttt .%arx had no lonfer |Us to 
** jdead» for he waa fifty -kvmi y^^rt isf age w^c^ 
'* he died ; and every circnmfiance through the 
'* whole proceeding was of fo black a dye^ that 

^* it m^ r«ixaain m i|i4^ble fl^ op hi» 
*^ jneiQ(M7*'' 

accidentally 
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accidentally met a girl, about fifteen ywA 
of age, watching in a field a large drofie 
of turkeys. The fon had not iojured 
her comple&ion. She wa$ fair as Vemi$^ 
She had in her countenaioce the bbom of 
health, the fprightlioe^ of youths and 
the blu& of innocence. Such an i^cQl 
at onc^ effaced the virtuous Milwefi^ 
The duk^ of Lorrain made immedsttc, 
enquiries after his ncm Dnlcima. He 
received infcmnation, that her bkth 
was nobte % but that the poverty of her 
father was fi> great, that he was obhgsd 
CO employ ins own children in looking 
after kis poultry, by the fale of which 
he procured great part of his fubfiftence. 
This circumftance jgave immediate hopes 
to the duke's defires. He inVired tho 
inspovertfhfid nobkaaaa to court; lie 
loaded him with faono«irs and prefer- 
ments. His highnefs defircd, or rather 
commanded him immediately to briing 
his family, and fettle himlclf with them 
uNamy. The royal orders jmreobe^d. 

Leopold 
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Leopold was happy in the compliance o£ 
his new miftrefs ; who only infilled on 
ftn hufband, to fcrccn the honour of her 
father's houfc. On fuch occafions, huf- 
bands are feldoni difficult \x> be found. 
A young officer of high birth, the prince 
ie Craon^ was chofen for her confortj 
lie received her with all the ardour of 
love, and with an implicit obedience to 
bis matter's commands. His obedience 
made his fortune. The prince an4 
princcfs de Croon iWone with the utmoft 
Ijplendor, that the court of Ilorrain could 
produce*. She was agreeable to the 

higheft 

* Of this prince and his famUy the following 
account is given by KiyJUr, ** In the late duke 
•• of Lorrain*z time, the prince de^raon^ of. the 
** honfe of BemtvMu, was in great favooTy and 
^ the dake omitted no means of enriching him : 
^* for he not only bellowed the lordihip of Cram 
** upon him, and the poft of mailer of the hoHe^ 
^* but likewife other rich prefents ; and often 
^ fttfiered him to win from him at billiards^ and 
** ^dier games, thirty thoufand li;rres at a time. 

*« The 
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higheft point of admiration. She was 
cxpenfive to the higheft point of excefs. 
Lefs endued with fenfe than adorned 
with beauty, fhe was inconfiderate and 
profufe; not abfolutely without judg- 
ment; fhe was generous and good-na- 
tured. Her thoughts ( if Ihe ever 
thought) were entirely employed on her 
own perfon.. She bore feventeen chil- 
dren*; yet by inceflant cafeof her health, 

and 

** The father of this nobleman ftyles himfelf 
i* count Je Mar/aitf and his mother was conntefi 
•* o£ Matipion,^* KeyJUr*% Tranfels^ vol. iv. /. zyS. 
The reafon of this extraordinary favour is -not 
mentioned, and perhaps was not known to this 
w/iter. 

* M; Ji Voltaire fays, that " a fon of thlft 
** prince, a hopeful youth, colonel of the rcgj** 
•* ment of fiainaub, in the Frincb fervice^ wa» 
*^ killed at the head of his troop at the battle of 
•* Fonienoy in 1745. The father ferved in the 
<* enemy's army, and his fons in the king's.'* 
lUfiory of the War of 1741. " His lady,** 
iays KejJkTf ** may ftill be reckoned a beautfy 
*^ though ihe has had three an4ttwen^.,^H*- 
^* dren. Her eldeft daughter is co-adjatrefs at 
** Rmirmont, and her youngeft is married to the 

S prince 
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and by the ftridcft attention to the pre* 
fervation of her beauty, on which her 
whole power depended, fhe ' prcferved 
the frefhnefs of her comp]e£tion, and 
the fincnefs of her ihape, not only dor* 
ing the duke of Lorrain^s life, but to 
the day of her own death, many years 
afterwards. Though fhe had an abfb- 
lute afcendant over the dike's nvind, 
and could tiira and difpofe his reiblu* 
tions as fhe pleafed, fhe never made an 
ill ufc of her power : on the contrary, 
fhe delighted in doing beneficent iaftioDSy 
in obliging the nobility, in paying a pro- 
found duty and rcfpeft to the dutchds 
of Lorrain. Alas ! in one inftance fhe 
wanted virtue ; in all others fhe had it 
in the greatefl perfedipn. Her hufband 
was of the fame difpofition. Both were 
humane, liberal, cafy, polite, and con- 

** prince of Ltxin.*' Thii letter is dated in 1731* 
The prince oiLimn being kille4 in the year 17^ » 
in t duel with the duke (now macflial) duRieheUma 
near the Khim^ his widow, in 1739, m^ried the 
marquefs (afterwards duke) di 'tdirtprnx, then lun-t 
jbafTador from Frtmii to Vmna^ s^d fince tQhowion. 

defcending \ 
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dcfcending i fo that, after the death of 
Leopold^ . when the prcfent emperor ex- 
changed Lorrain for Tufcany^ in the year 
1737, he appointed the prince de Craon 
fole regent of his jE/r»m» territories. 

Here the princefs de Craon began a 
Iccond- reign of Iplendor. Accuftohied 
to magnificence, and born to be near, 
though not to fill, a throne, her aftions 
were fuch, as became royalty and impe- 
rial power : they were, at the fanie time, 
accompanied by fo difinterefted a gene- 
rofi^ty, and fuch an engagmg fweetnefs, 
that fhe attrafted the love of the Tufcans 
to the higheft degree. She foothed the 
pride of the Florentine nobility, but ne- 
ver departed from her own exaltation, 
as the regent's wife. Her court was 
crowded by noble ladies, who felt no 
envy, 'though they beheld fuperiority. 
In her countenance appeared neither the 
marks of age, nor the leaft traces of 
haughtyieTs : her friendfliips were not 
particular, but univerfal : fhe was in 
Tufcany^ as in Lorrain^ beloved and 

efteemed 
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cfteemcd by. the women, admired and 
revered by the men. 

The excellent difpofition of her huC- 
band was no lefs engaging. He was the 
foldier and the courtier, but not the man 
of bufmefs : he wanted the talents eflcn- 
tial to a minifter of ftate. He was em- 
barraffed and overburdened by his dig- 
nity. He could face dangers in the 
field, but could not withfland attacks in 
the cabinet : he knew how to command 
an army, but could not guide a com- 
mon-wealth. He foon became confcious 

« 

of his own defefts, and hourly began to 
find the want of an afliftant. He recol- 
leded the abilities of monfieur de Ride- 
iourt^ who was the fon of a Lorrainefc 
advocate, and who had alfo been bred 
to the law. He fixed upon this man for 
his coadjutor; and, in a letter to the 
emperor, in which he acknowledged his 
own incapacity,' he earneftly , intreated 
that his friend Richecourt might be fent 
to Florence^ with full and adequate power 
with Ijimfelf in the government of 7i(/^ 
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4a^^ . but; wJthotit any particular deno- 
mination, or title. The requcft was 
granted ; and, when the prince de Crmn 
^und himfelf indulged in it, he ac- 
quainted the princefs his wife- with what 
he had done. " You have ruined us 
*< then,** exclaimed the princefe, widi 
fome emotion ; *' I know Richecourt ; 
♦* I know his ambition ; I know his 
** cunning. While you were his fupe- 
** rior, he was' your friend. When he 
<« becomes your equal, he will be your 
** enemy. Many months will not pafs 
** after his arrival, ere we are little bet- 
*' ter than his flavcs.** Richecourt ar- 
rived, ?nd the prediftion of the princefi 
was fqlfilled. By afuperiority of genius, 
and an addrefs more adapted. to manage 
and turn the weighty and intricate 
wheels of government, the afpiring count 
Richecourt arofe to the higheft eminence 
of authority, in the fame degree that the 
loft prinoe de Craon funk into difregard 
and contempt. Unable to'fupport daily 
infults, the natural confequencc of fo ab- 
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jeft a fituation, the prince defired to be 
recalledy and be permitted to end hb 
days in Lorrain. The emperor allowed 
lim to return^ and refblved to change 
the fingk regency into a triumvirate 
council of ftate; the particulars of which" 
are inferted in one of my former fet- 
tcrs*. 

The prince ie Craon had contrafted 
great debts in ^ufcatrf. He had lived 
far beyond his income. Before he could 
quit the Flonntiw dominions, he wa$ 
obliged to fell his plate, and the jewels 
of the princefs, his wife. Old and 
poor, the melancholy pair returned 
to Lorrain. He died ' a few months 
after his arrival : She furvived him but 
a few years. 

I am, dear fir, 

ever your's, 

C R K E. 



* See Letter XI| p« izv 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

LETTER I. p. 3, St. Huhtrt.Ji Huiert wu 
fond of hnndng, and purfued it even during 
tiie time of divine fervice, at which he icaice ever 
attended. It was in this diveriion that God worn 
him to himfelf ; f6r (as it is related in the hiAorf 
pf his life) he faw a ftag appear before him har« 
ing a crucifix twiiHed in his horns, and he heard 4 
voice which threatened him with the eternal pm* 
nifliments of hell, if he was not converted. This 
2nira;cle is faid to have happened in the foreft of 
Ardennes, Moreri, 

** Enthufiaftic minds and heated imagiaatlont 
hear voices and fee vifions. We may charitablf 
j|\ippof^ that St. Ipibert really thought the mirA* 
cle performed.'* 

Ibid, p. 6. St. Remi*^ ** St. Remigfus was txih^ 
biihop of Rbeims. An anchorite foretold ^ 
birth to his mother, whofe age was deemed lon|^ 
paft child-bearing. He was a man of letters ibr 
thofe times. He is mentioned as fuch by JpolU" 
naris Sidonius. See Moreriy from whom Collier ^ im 
his dictionary, differs fome hundred years in point 
of chronology. The point at prefent is no longer 
material. Saints are goin? down hill very faft." 

Ibid* p* 10. Fliunineis Rbodanus^ l^cJ] This epi- 
gram is written in. letters of gold, over the great 
^ate of the Town-Houfe. There are four other 
line«, vise, ^ 

^•d uolis. alibi qu<^as^ hie qu^trt quodoptes^ 
(Aut hie 9 aut nu/quamy 'vincere ntota pot§s. 

Lugdunif quodcunque poteft dare mundut, habebisp 
Plura peiasy hac urbs et tibi plura dabit. 

Here no difgufls, all pleafures, you may meet, 
And here, or no where, every wilh complete. 

4 Lj<m$ 
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t54 ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Lyons affords whateVr the world can gire. 
And more, if more yoa afk, at Ljons yoall 
receive. 

Mr. ¥>/fi&/ juftly obferves, that, " if the city of 
^ Lfons had not a SsmnazariMs to celebrate her 
** praifes, (he feems to hare had as good 1 
^ friend, though a worTe poet,'^ in the author 
9i the above. 

LETTER n. p. 15. Tacitus, Wr.] " See the 
latter end of the ivth book of his hiftory.*' 

ibid. p. 1 6» The fpeech of the emperor Chu-^ 
dius^ ** This fpeech is inferted, wim a tranfla-, 
tion of it, in Lts Antifuites de la 'ville di Ljon^ 
tome i. chap. vii. p. 226.'' It is alfo printed by 
Mr. Spon* 

Ibid. p. 17. imminut a mentis^ JEtiam de CtaU" 
dh agitantif quod is comfofitS ^tuae bonarum artiu/H 
gttpiens trat^ imminuta mtns ejus obfiitit^ AnnaT. 
Lib. VL 

** Thinking o£ Claudius , as he was of mature 
** and ftttled years, and de/irous of inftrudion» 
•• his meofp underftanding was an objcftion.'* 

*' Claudius was only cenfbr when he (poke diii 
flKtnorable oration before the fenate of Rome J* 

LETTER XL p. iig. Mr. Jddi/on'% Travels.^ 
fti another letter, mentioning thefe Tra'uelsf his 
lordfliip fays, " I read them long ago ; they difap- 
*f pointed me then : they difappoint me ftill. The 
•* ftyle is ftiif, difagrceable, and tame. They 
** were written in Ins early days. I with he had 
*' poliihed them in his lateft. He was the gkny 
'* of our English writers % but therr are fpecks in 
•* the fwu** 



The 



t ^6s ) 
The Genealogy of the Houfe of MEDjCL 

JOHN DE MEfelCI, 

The wifefty richeft/ and moft popular l4obleraan in Florence, 

died 1415. 



( 1 

Cofmoy 
Father of his countiyj 
reviver of arts, &c. 
born 13S9 
bani(hed 1433 
tecalled 1434 
died 1464 (See Letter xvi) 



Lorenzo, 
born 1395 
died 1440. 



^ Seehisdeifccndimtf 
overleaf 



Peter, 
unpopular, refolute and yindi^ve. 
bom 141^ 
died 1472 (See Letter xvi) 



Lorenzo 

the Magnificent, 

Father of theMufeSj 

bom 1448 

died 1491 (^ee Let. jcii & xvi) 



■^ 



<-^ 



« a 3 

Peter John, Julian, 

the Exile, afterwards D.of Nemours,&c 
atraitdt' Pope Leo X. born 1478 
to his country, remarkable died 1516 

born 147 1 for his abilities I . 

baniihed 1494 and his viceS, | 

drowned bom 1476 ^ 

in the river died 151 3 Hippolito, 

Garigliano iUeglt^imate, 

afterwards Cardinal 



2 

Julian, 

bom 1453. 

killed by the razzi 1478. 

( (SeeLet.xii&xvi) 

r^ i^^— r-^ : i^ 

Julio, 
J ppfthumous and illegitimate, 
afterwaids Pope Clement VII, 
, avaricious and deceit^l> 
born 1478 
died 1534 



1503 



* Lorenzo, 
Duke of Urbino, 
born 1492 
died 1 519 



born ij;ii 
died 1535 



Alexander) 
illegitimate, 
. tte firft D. of Florericfe, 
fo made by Charles V. 1531- 

born 1510 ^* 

killed 1 536 
fucceeded by Cofmo I. 

(Sec Letters xi & xv) 



.^A*, 



Catherine, 
infamous for her cruelty, 
married to Henry II, 

King of France^ 
by whoni (he had three 
fucc'ccding Kings. 



♦ This Dtike of Urbino is generally 
> fuppofed to have been the father of 
Alexander the firft Duke of Flo- 
rence. 



( z66 ) 
LORENZO, 

b. 1395— ^» »440 
jc 



r 



Peicr Francis, 
b. 1411— killed 1477 



Lorenzo 
bom 1463 
died i486 

I 



John 



^ 



^ ~ 



Pctei Francis, 
born 1486 
died XC2C 

I 

1— >«_ 



Lewis, 

called John the Popular 
died IC26 

I 

' 7. — ^T ^ 

Cosmo L 
—«. the fii-ft Grand D. of Tufcany, 

a great wicked man, 
born 15 19 
died 1574 
' j(SeeLet.ki&xv 

John, Cardinal, Garcias, Francis, Ferdinand!. Ifabella, 

bom 154.3 borni557 ad Grand Duke Cardinal, and married to the 

killed by his killed by his fa- boin 1541 afterwards Duke of 

brother Garcias ther in revenge poifoned by bis 3d Grand Duke Bracciano, 

1562 1561 brother Ferdi- born 1549 fti-angled 1578 

(See Letter xv) (See Letter xv) nand 1587 died 1609 (See Let. xi) 

(See Let. xvii) (SeeLet.ix&xvii) 



Lorenzo the Popular, 
who affifTinited Alexander, 
the firft Duke of Florence 
born 15x4 

died 1 547 without ifllie. • 



Leonora, 
married to Vincent, 
D.of Mantua. 



Mary, 
married to Henry IV. 
King of France, by whom 
ihehadLewisXiII. 



Cosmo II. 

4th Gr. Duke 

born 1 591 

died X621 

r 



r 



Margaret Louifa,* 



Ferdinand II. 
5th Gr. Duke 
born 1 6 10 
died 1670 

J Cosmo III. 



a 

Leopold) 

Cardinal, 

a patron of arts 

(See Let, viii) 



^ 



d. to Gafton D. of Orleans, 
gay and licentious, fepa- 
rated from her hulband. 

(1 Ferdinand, GriiixdPnnce/ 

born 1663, 

died 1 713, 

a martyr to Venus, 

and a difciple.of the Graces* 

(See Letter xii) 



a Francis Mana, ^ 

6thGr.D. &Canonof St.Pcter'8 Cardiiul, 
bom 1 641 died 1 710. 



died 1713 



a John CjAston, 



^ 



7th and laft Gr. Duke of this family; 
born 1671 
died 1737 
fucceeded by Francis Duke of LoiTain, 
afterwards Emperor, ancji father of the preient 
Grand Duke P£T£R Leopold, 



( 2^7 ) 
Charles Earl, of Middlefex (afterwai'ds Duke of 
Dorfet) bc*ing at Florence in the year I737> when the 
Hotife of Medici became extinft, compofed, on that 
occafion, the celebrated elegiac ballad called Arno^s 
Vale, which, by having the good* fortune to be fet 
by the late Mr. Holcombe with a plaintive fweetnefs 
that Joes honour to his tafte and'juftice to thefubjeft, 
is as well known to our muficians as it is to our poets. 
However, as it cannot be moye properly inli"t)duced, 
tlie reader will not be difpleaf.d with my inlerting it. 

I. 

WHEN here, Lucinda, firft we came. 
Where Amo rolls his filver ftream, 
How brifk the nymphs, the fwains how gay I 
Content infpirM each rural lay i 
The birds in livelier concerts ' fung, 
.The grapes in thicker clufters himgj 
All looked as joy could never fail 
Among the fweets of A R No's Vale. 

n. 

But now, fmce good Palemon died. 

The chief of (hepherds and the pride, , 

Old Arno's fons muft all give place 

To Northern fwain«5, an iron race! 

The tafte of pleafure now is o'er. 

Thy notes, Lucinda, charm no more. 

The Mufes droop, the Gotlis prevail; 

Adieu the fweets of Arno's Vale ! 



THE END. 
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